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Legs: rather short giving a squat, bulky appearance
in contrast to Semipalmated or Little Stint.
This effects the bird's appearance as it
walks--shuffling rather than having a pert
stride.

Bill: black, fairly short and stubby, similar to a
Semi's but unlike the thin narrow-tipped
bill of a Little Stint. For comparison, it
would be as a Red Phalarope's bill is to a
Northern Phalarope's.

Tail: the outer tail feathers are very pale and in
flight look almost white. In the Semipalmated
or Little Stint, the grayness makes the tail
rather indistinct.

Feeding: Rufous-necked walks and jabs at prey unlike
Semipalmated or Little Stint who work one area over well
before moving on.

Basic (Winter) Plumage: strong white supercilliary
line is conspicuous and gives the appearance
of wrapping over the top of the bill across
the forehead. Semipalmated and Little Stint
are not nearly as distinct and have no wrapping

. effect.

Wings: excluding Baird's Sandpiper, this is the longest-
winged of the peeps; they taper out beyond the tail
tip whereas the Semipalmated and the Little Stint
go out to the tip.

Call: as with all shorebirds, familiarity with calls is a
great field aid. If one is familiar with the calls of
the other peeps, the thin "teeat" note of the Rufous-
necked is distinct.

SUMMATION: when scanning a flock of peeps, look for:
(in non-breeding plumage) a shorter bird,
usually with the hint of a collar from the
bright chesnut breeding plumage, long wings
and a strong white eyeline meeting over the
bill.

It is apparent, then, that with the potential
for vagrants, this prolonged analysis is vital. When
such a bird is seen, take detailed notes, characterize
the bird's actions, get photos if possible, and,
please, ask for help. With the distillation of such
notes in most cases, the identification can be
confirmed. Such analyses help make all of us more
comfortable when confronted with the "peeps"
afield.
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BUZZY SONGS

Golden-winged: soft-Bee bzz bzz bzz.

Blue-winged: Bee bzzzz/gee whiz,

Parula: rising zeeeee yip; last note drops.

Black-thkoated Blue: zee zee zee zee/I am so lazy.

Black~throated Green: zee zee zee z0 zee/sweet,sweet,
sweet su-zy.

Cerulean: zray zray zray zray zreee,last note higher.

Prairie: rising zee zee zee zee zee zit. No drop at
end.

SWEET SONGS

Yellow: sweet sweet sweet ain't I sweet.

Magnolia: weeta weeta weetee. Last note rises.
Chesnut-sided: please please please to meetchu/

I wish to see Miss Beecher-last note drops.
Hooded: weeta weeta wee tee 0. Next to last note higher.
Yellowthroat: witchity witchity wich.
Yellow-rumped: trilling call rising in pitch.
Canada: jumbling, ends in emphatic wip. No two on same pitch.
Redstart: variable tsee tsee tsee tsee tseet.
CHIPPING SONGS
Palm: accented roll: thi thi thi thi thi thi.
.Pine: loose musical trill.

Worm-eating: dry sharp trill.

TEACHER SONGS

Ovenbird: cheartea cheartea cheartea or teacher teacaher

teacher.

Kentucky: churry churry churry.
Mourning: churry churry chorry chorry. Last two notes drop.
SEE _SEE SONGS

Black and White: wee see wee see wee see. Even pitch.
Bay-breasted: teesi teesi teesi. Higher pitch.
Cape May: seet seet seet seet. High, thin.
Blackpoll: zi zi zi zi zi zi zi zi. Louder in middle.
TWO PART SONGS

Nashville: seebit seebit seebit seebit ti ti ti ti ti ti,

Slow to quick.

Wilson's: chi chi chi chi chet chet. Second part drops.

Blackburnian: zip zip zip zip ti ti tsee. Jumble,
ends high.

THREE PART SONGS

Tennessee: tizip tizip tizip zit zit zit ti ti ti.

Loud, descends.

Lousiana Waterthrush: tseebit tseebit tseebit twit twit
tweeta tweet. Last note rises.
Northern Waterthrush: twit twit twit twee twee chew
chew chew. Last note drops.
33
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photographed at Greenwich Pt. on Dec. 26 (D&JB). A
Rose~breasted Grosbeak was at a feeder in Cos Cob
Jan. 13, and another on the Lakeville CBC. The warbler
count included a Nashville on the Westport CBC, a Palm
on the New Haven CBC, a Pine on the 0ld Lyme CBC, an
Ovenbird on the Hartford CBC, and many reports of
Yellow~rumped Warbler and Common Yellowthroat. Lingering
sparrows included a Grasshopper Sparrow on the Salmon
River CBC, a Lincoln's Sparrow on the 0ld Lyme CBC,
and a number of Chipping Sparrow on the New Haven,
Westport and Salmon River CBCs.

Boreal Chickadee turned up on the New Haven and
Salmon River CBCs. Winter Wren, common this fall,
continued to be observed regularly. Water Pipit, also
common, managed to stay until mid-Jan. Varied Thrush
showed up at two locations. One was reported from
Wilton from Dec. 25 to Jan. 20 and a second in
Sherman about the same time (fide DR). A Northern
Shrike stayed in Durham Meadows most of Jan. After
a strong fall migration flocks of blackbirds arrived
on Jan. 19 and were regular after Feb. 5, when males
were setting up territories, two weeks ahead of
schedule. A male Yellow-~headed Blackbird was seen
again in Stratford on Feb. 29 and sporadically through
March, lending credence to the theory that rare birds
showup again in the same locations. Evening Grosbeak
was well represented in Dec. but by mid-Jan. they
were hard to find. There were scattered reports of
Pine Grosbeak, crossbills, redpolls and Pine Siskin
but in small numbers.

CONTRIBUTORS
Tom Baptist (TBa) Dave Rosgen
Anthony Bledsoe Fred Sibley
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