











































































































sandy beaches in Connecticut compared
with neighboring states, suggesting that
the Piping Plover may always have been a
local breeder in the state.

The words “common” and “abundant”
prevail in East Coast records through the
1870s. Merriam (1877) found it breeding
at Stratford and Saybrook, and as a migrant
at Portland, Connecticut. 1879 was the last
year the bird was described as a common
breeder in Massachusetts (Forbush 1912).
Only 5 years later, Brewer (Forbush 1912)
stated: “From many of our beaches in New
England this plover has been driven.”
Though one was taken Aug. 29, 1886 in
West Haven and an adult was collected
May 28, 1888 in Bridgeport (Sage and
Bishop 1913), the Piping Plover rapidly
disappeared as a breeder, and even became
scarce as a migrant by 1906 in Massachu-
setes - (Forbush 1912). A September 1904
sighting in New Haven Harbor (Sage and
Bishop 1913) was the last recorded in
Connecticut until a single bird was seen
May 13, 1924, on the beach at Great
Marsh, Westport (Saunders 1931).

The period 1884 to 1913 represents per-
haps the lowest known ebb of Atlantic coast
Piping Plover populations. Overhunting
was the major culprit as spring gunners
shot both adult and young Piping Plovers
on the breeding beaches. By 1908, the spe-
cies had been extirpated from Maine
(Knight 1908) and New Jersey, where it
was known as ““a rare migrant, if it occurs at
all in the state” (Stone, 1909). Cape Cod’s
Piping Plovers, abundaant only 30 years
earlier, were drastically reduced. Forbush
(1912) cited the species only as an “un-
common migrant to Massachusetts.” Long
Island had breeders only in “a few locali-
ties” (Eaton, 1914). Rhode Island’s birds
dropped to less than 6 pairs from 1908 to
1912 (Raithel 1983), and we must assume a
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similar reduction, if not total extirpation,
for Connecticut. Piping Plovers were
wholly extirpated from New Jersey by 1912
(Forbush 1925) and nearly absent from
Virginia by 1913 (Bailey 1913). By 1913,
with the plover all but extirpated from
Maine to New Jersey, the Federal Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act was passed, protecting
shorebirds from decimation by market
hunters.

Where open beach habitat was still avail-
able, Piping Plovers began to rebound.
Only 6 years after passage of that act, Rob-
bins (1919) reported a “generous increase in
numbers, due to the 1913 legal protection.
It may pretty confidently be expected that
they will reappear in other localities and
that there will be a return to something like
their former abundance.” It was still rare on
the East Coast, but overhunting could not
be blamed now. Chapman (1923) wrote,
“Man’s increasing encroachments on its
haunts threatens it with extinction as a
summer resident in our Atlantic states.”
Connecticut saw much beach development
in this period, and the Piping Plover was
not reported nesting in the state until
1931, when Aretas Saunders (1931) found a
pair breeding at Lordship Beach, Stratford.

In 1938, the “Great Hurricane” came
to the Piping Plover’s aid, sweeping the
northeast coast nearly clean of its cottages.
The bird enjoyed a brief renaissance; Wil-
cox (1939) estimated 500 pairs on Long Is-
land alone (probably more than nest from
Newfoundland to Virginia today!). By the
1950’s development and the increasing hu-
man use of beaches had caught up with the
bird sending it into another cycle of
decline.

Piping Plovers are restricted to North
America and no more than 1350 breeding
pairs of Piping Plovers may remain (The
Nature Conservancy 1983). The entire east






























Mersereau, Jan Mitchell, Stuare Mitchell,
Mianus Field Notes, m.ob. many ob-
servers, Noble Proctor, Krbtin Ranhosky,
J. Ruoff, Ray Schwartz, Natchaug Orni-
thological Society, Steinman,
Mark Szantyr, Dennis Varza, Tom Wehtje,
Connie Wood.

Roxanne

NOTES AND NEWS

FOUNDING MEMBER CORREC-
TIONS: We apologize to Roger Tory
Peterson for ommitting his name from the

list of founders that appeared in the January
1986 issue of the Warbler. Our apologies
to Mr. Douglas H. Thomson of
Farmington who was listed as David.

also

* % ¥

CLIPPING SERVICE: Retired COA presi-
dent Roland C. Clement, now a director
and chairman of a publicity committee,
asks our readers to clip and send newspaper
reports about COA activities to him at his
home address: 71 Weed Ave., RFD2,
Norwalk, CT 06850. He would also wel-
come suggestions about how better to pub-
licize the existence of COA and its journal.

* % ¥

LEAVING: Jon E. Ahlquist, currently at
Yale University, has accepted a position as
Associate Professor in the Department of
Zoological and Biomedical Sciences of Ohio
University, Athens, OH 45701, beginning
in September

* % ¥

AWARD GIVEN: Roger Tory Peterson
was awarded Connecticut Citizen of the
Year in recognition of a lifetime of accom-
plishments, by The Jackson Newspapers.
The award was presented at a dinner in his
honor on June 1, 1986 in New Haven.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Atlas of Breeding Birds of Vermont. Sarah
B. Laughlin and Douglas B. Kibbe (editors).
1985. Published for Vermont Institute of Natu-
ral Science by University Press of New England,
Hanover, N.H. pp 456, $45.00.

For New England birders, this atlas will
prove informative and useful. It contains a
wealth of information about the 193 species of
birds that breed in Vermont and it is also the
first North American atlas of breeding birds,
built on the formar of the British Breeding Bird
Atlas, now 10 years old.

If this pioneering effort deserves any criti-
cism, it is that too much information is packed
into the one and one-half page species accounts.
A multitude of references to the literature are
combined with first-hand accounts with no par-
ticular uniformity. To find information on
nesting materials, for example, you may have to
read the entire account. It also seems superfluous
to include descriptions of vocalizations and to
cite winter records. Of interest, however, are
such references as the value of individual wildlife
refuges to Northern Pintails, or the optimum
nestbox height for the Common Goldeneye.

The editors have properly incorporated a sum-
mary of the history, methods and purposes of
breeding bird and other natural history
atlassing. In combination with their eatlier pa-
per in American Birds (36:19), it provides suffi-
cient guidance to conduct any such survey.

Vermont’s low human population and its
many square miles of remote territory posed a
real challenge to this atlassing project. A prior-
ity block system was imposed on the 179 blocks
and nearly all yielded at least 75 species. The re-
sulting analysis shows each species’ occurrence in
the priority blocks (statewide), compared to oc-
currence in the priority blocks of each of the 7
physiographic regions of the state. This effective
picture of habitat preferences deserves further
development.

This Vermont atlas has already stimulated the
planning and development of other atlases. In
Connecticut, therefore, the Vermont product is
required reading as we conclude our field work
and design the Connecticut publication. We
thank Vermont for showing the way to a project
product its atlassers can be proud of.

Christopher S. Wood
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