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THIRTEENTH REPORT OF THE AVIAN
RECORDS COMMITTEE OF CONNECTICUT

By Jay Kaplan and Greg Hanisek

In the Twelfth Report of the Avian Records Committee

of Connecticut (see July 2006 Vol. 26 No. 3 of The Connecti-
cut Warbler), it was hoped that the committee’s 13th report
would appear in the not too distant future. This article is a
culmination of these good wishes, adding an additional six
species to the Connecticut State Checklist. These species are
Ross’s Goose, Little Stint, Common Ground Dove, Calliope
Hummingbird, Brown-chested Martin and Lazuli Bunting.

Two of these records were accepted by the Committee
on the basis of one-observer sightings. In both instances the
reports were meticulous in every detail and complete with
excellent illustrations. It might be pertinent to explain that
reports, voted upon solely by ARCC Committee members,
can also be circulated to experts in various ornithological
disciplines. Species reports may require testimony from
individuals who are able to shed some light on an individual
bird found far from home here in Connecticut. The Commit-
tee may ask for opinions from veterinarians concerning the
health of a bird; from aviculturists who may maintain certain
species in captivity; or from other experts in various ornitho-
logical-related fields. In the instance of the Brown-chested
Martin, the report was sent not only to experts on swallow
identification, but also to authorities on tropical American
avifauna. Information from outside authorities assists the
Committee with the evaluation of reports. Current members
who evaluated and voted on these reports, in addition to the
authors, were Buzz Devine, Frank Gallo, Ed Hagen, Julian
Hough, Frank Mantlik, Janet Mehmel, Dave Provencher,
Mark Szantyr, and Dave Tripp Jr.

Over time, Committee members have received numerous
inquiries about the voting procedures. It might be useful to
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2 KAPLAN AND HANISEK

review these procedures, discussed in detail in the ARCC
Bylaws. A recent bylaw revision was accepted by the Con-
necticut Ornithological Association’s Board of Directors at
its June 2007 meeting. Each member of the Committee must
vote on all records, even those that he/she may have submit-
ted. Abstentions are not permitted. Committee members
do not discuss records among themselves until after a first
voting round. This prevents members from developing any
prejudice one way or another toward a record prior to the
initial vote. If a record receives more than one vote of “not
accepted” on the first circulation, this record is not accepted,
although it may be submitted for recirculation. Up to three
votes may be taken on an individual record. Five or more
“not accepted” votes means that the record is officially not
accepted and will not be resubmitted for another round of
voting. If on a third round of voting, a record continues

to receive more than one negative vote, the record is then
officially “not accepted.” If, at some future time, an ARCC
member believes that new information may have some bear-
ing on a record that has already been decided, that member
may request that the record be re-opened for additional dis-
cussion. This can occur even for records decided upon many
years ago.

While the question of identification is generally straight-
forward, the question of origin may be more difficult to
quantify. Records may be accepted with a question about the
bird’s origin or may be rejected if it seems more likely that a
bird is not of wild origin. For example, waterfowl with non-
USFWS bands are generally considered to be escapes from
captivity and would be likely rejected on the basis of origin.
Readers may note that there are species in the most recent
round of voting for which the origin question has not been
firmly settled, and these birds will appear for another round
of voting at a future ARCC meeting.

Finally, a few comments concerning digital photography
are warranted.
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Its advent and subsequent improvements to cameras have
made it much easier to acquire photographic documenta-
tion of rare and unexpected birds. This may have led to an
increase in the number of reports received by the Committee
over the past year. Although the Committee has recently
accepted photo reports with very basic documentation
concerning a sighting, full reports with as much detail as is
possible are encouraged. This information will provide a
broader picture of the circumstances of the sighting includ-
ing names of additional observers, conditions under which
the bird was seen, vocalizations, habits, and other notations
concerning the bird’s behavior, as well as anything else that
may help put the sighting into a larger perspective. This will
allow future birders and ornithologists to develop a more
complete picture of what may be a developing trend. Please
remember that the records of the Committee will serve as a
historical record for future amateurs and professionals. We
owe it to those who follow us to provide a complete picture
of Connecticut’s birds.

STATE LIST AND REVIEW LIST

The state list now stands at 420 with at least one addition
pending. The Committee depends on observers to submit
their reports of species on the Review List (they are species
marked with an asterisk on the COA Checklist plus any spe-
cies new to the state). The most recent State List and Review
List can be viewed on the COA Web site at www.ctbirding.
org. Submit written reports along with documentary material
to Jay Kaplan, ARCC chairman, (address below).

The Committee periodically revises the Review List to
reflect the latest information on the status of the state’s birds.
After deleting 14 species in the 12th Report, the committee
left the list intact this time.

FORMAT

This report continues the format of previous reports. In
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4 KAPLAN AND HANISEK

the case of accepted records, only observers who submitted
reports are listed, with the original finder listed first fol-
lowed by an asterisk. Observers who submitted a photo are
acknowledged with } following their names. Hyphenated
numbers (e.g. 02-01) preceding the observers are the ARCC
file numbers. The species are listed in order according to the
AOU Checklist. Multiple records of a particular species are
listed chronologically. Months of the year are shortened to
their first three letters.

ACCEPTED RECORDS

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus) Two were on
the Connecticut River at Enfield from 4-12 Feb 2006 (06-30
Rollin Tebbetts*}) The birds were with a large gathering of
Canada Geese and were seen by many observers. This spe-
cies was added to the state list based on research as to the
likely origin of a single bird in Mansfield in 1998. In keeping
with a subsequent ARCC policy decision, the Enfield birds
were accepted based on identification only. For birds already
on the state list, origin questions will only be considered if
concrete evidence exists either for or against natural occur-
rence.

ROSS’S GOOSE (Chen rossii) One was found on 22 Sep 2003
at Caswell Cove in Milford (06-05 Nita Hamilton*, James
Bair, Mark Szantyrt, Frank Mantlikt). The bird, present
through 28 Sep, was clearly identified correctly, but the com-
mittee held the record through two rounds of voting while
considering questions of origin. At the time of the sighting,
the date was somewhat early, and most Ross’s Goose records
from the Northeast occurred with large flocks of Snow Geese.
In the intervening years leading up to the record cited below,
the committee noted an increase in eastern sightings and
found precedent for both the early date and the occurrence
with Canada Geese. This becomes the first state record.

One was found 11 Dec 2006 at Bradley Point, West Haven,
with a small flock of Canada Geese and then relocated with a
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similar flock 16-29 Dec 2006 in Westport (06-42 E.J. Raynor*,
Luke Tiller, Penny Solum, Charles Barnard, A] Hand} Russ
Naylor). A fully illustrated account appears in The Connecti-
cut Warbler Vol. 27 No 2.

WESTERN GREBE (Aechmophorus occidentalis) One was
found and seen by many observers off the Silver Sands sec-
tion of Old Lyme on the Old Lyme-Old Saybrook CBC on

31 Dec 2006 (06-47 Danny Williams*, Andy Griswoldt, Greg
Hanisek). The bird, seen briefly the next day, was the state’s
first since 1973. The original observer, 15 years old at the
time, provided a detailed report that separated the bird from
the very similar Clark’s Grebe.

ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga) One was seen flying by the
Quaker Ridge hawk watch in Greenwich on 6 Sep 2006 (06-25
Brian Bielfelt*, Michael Warner, Ryan MacLean). While the
bird was seen fairly briefly through telescopes, one of the ob-
servers had extensive experience with the species in Florida.
His report included key field characters and eliminated
confusion with other species such as soaring cormorants. The
date fit the pattern of Anhinga occurrences in the Northeast.

GREATER SHEARWATER (Puffinis gravis) A bird in weak-
ened condition was picked up by boaters in Stonington har-
bor on 28 June 2006 (06-29 Glenn Williams, Phil Rusch, Mar-
garet Jones, Mark Szantyrt). It was taken into care but died
the same night. The specimen was delivered to the University
of Connecticut at Storrs. There are two other specimen re-
cords. A photo of the dead bird appeared in The Connecticut
Warbler Vol. 27 No. 1.

WHITE-FACED IBIS (Plegadis chihi) One consorted with
Glossy Ibises 18-20 April 2007 at Hammonasset Beach State
Park in Madison for a fifth state record (07-04 Renee Baade*,
Greg Hanisek, Paul Fuscof, Noble Proctort, Mark Barrigert).
A photo appeared in The Connecticut Warbler Vol. 27 No. 4.
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Both of the others also occurred at Milford Point. A fully il-
lustrated account appears in The Connecticut Warbler Vol. 26
No 4.

RED PHALARORPE (Phalaropus fulicaria) One on 13 May 2006
on Lake Whitney in Hamden (06-39 Florence McBride*?).
One on 16 May 2006 in a flooded pasture in Canton (06-40
Jamie Meyers*t, Steve Ballentinet). One on 16 May 2006 on
Middle Reservoir in Killingly (06-41 Mark Szantyr*). This
species had not been documented in the state in more than

a decade, but a four-day nor’easter in May 2006 generated

a major fallout in southern New England, primarily in Mas-
sachusetts but also including the three Connecticut birds. A
fully illustrated account appears in The Connecticut Warbler
Vol. 26 No 4.

SANDWICH TERN (Thalasseus sandvicensis) A bird in basic
plumage was observed and photographed at the mouth of
the Housatonic River in Milford and Stratford on 31 Jul and
1 Aug 2007 (07-09 Charles Barnard*, Nick Bonomo}). This is
the third state record and the first since 1998.

GULL-BILLED TERN (Sterna nilotica) An adult was found
on 24 June 2006 at Milford Point and spent about an hour at
the mouth of the Housatonic River (06-28 Nick Bonomo*$). It
was the first record since 1996.

SOOTY TERN (Sterna fuscata) An adult was picked up in
moribund condition 16 April 2007 from the deck of a home
in Southington (07-05 Jayne Amico, Greg Hanisek}, Bruce
Finnant). It was taken to a veterinarian but died that day.
The specimen was delivered to the University of Connecti-
cut at Storrs. Most records occur in late summer and early
fall, often in association with hurricanes. This was a first
April record for New England, but it was tied to a powerful
nor’easter that also produced sight records of three Sooty
Terns in Rhode Island the same day. A photo appeared in
The Connecticut Warbler Vol. 27 No. 4.
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COMMON GROUND-DOVE (Columbina passerina) Imagine
the surprise of two top-notch photographers, who came to
Ora Avenue in East Haven to photograph birds at a feed-
ing station on 22 Oct 2007, when this little gem, a first state
record, appeared in their view finders (07-11 Jim Zipp*$, A]
Handt, Mark Szantyrt, Dori Sosensky) The bird remained
until at least 22 Nov, providing excellent views for birders
from throughout Connecticut and from some surrounding
states. Based on brief but inconclusive views obtained by
Sosensky, who keeps the feeding area stocked, the bird may
have been present since at least 20 Oct. Consultation with
outside experts suggested this was most likely a male of the
eastern race. North of its normal range, Common Ground-
Dove has been recorded in Delaware, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, Ontario and Nova Scotia.

CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW (Caprimulgus carolinensis) One
called regularly and was occasionally seen at dusk from 20
May until at least 4 June 2006 in Nehantic State Forest in
Lyme (06-27 Glenn Williams*). It was the second year in a
row that a calling bird appeared at this location.

CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD (Stellula calliope) This gem of
a first state record visited feeders at the butterfly garden at
Lighthouse Point Park in New Haven on 2-7 Dec 2006 (06-35
Dori Sosensky*, Nick Bonomo*, Julian Houghf, Frank Gallot,
Tom Sayerst, Ryan Sayers}, Mark Szantyrt, Jayne Amico).
A series of excellent color photographs aided greatly in a
firm identification, which was confirmed when the bird was
banded by Szantyr and Amico on 3 Dec. After consultation
with outside experts, Szantyr concluded the bird was best
categorized as a female, age unknown. A fully illustrated
account appears in The Connecticut Warbler Vol. 27 No 3.
Amazingly, this was one of two first state records recorded
at feeders maintained by Sosensky (see Common Ground-
Dove).
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Tom Sayers photo
Harris’s Sparrow, 3 Nov 2007, Wilton

PAINTED BUNTING (Passerina ciris) A female/immature
was found on 16 Dec 2006 at the Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion in Hamden on the New Haven CBC (06-43 Andy Brand*,
Greg Hanisek, Julian Hought, Bruce Finnant). It was present
until at least 22 Dec. and was the first record since the 1990s.

Jim Zipp photo
Common Ground-Dove, East Haven, 22 Oct 2007, first state record
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LAZULI BUNTING (Passerina amoena) A first-winter male
cooperated for many birders from 4 Jan to at least 12 Feb
2007 at Hammonasset Beach State Park in Madison (07-01 Bill
Yule*, Frank Mantlik}, Noble Proctort, Julian Hought, Bruce
Finnang, Mark Szantyrf, Tom Sayers}, Ryan Sayerst, Jack
Faller}, Fran Zygmontg, Stephanie Donaldsont, B. Richard-
sont). After the Brown-chested Martin, this was probably

the least expected in the recent string of state firsts, because
the species does not have a strong history of vagrancy to the
Northeast. However, 2007 produced records from Massachu-
setts in January and Pennsylvania in March, in addition to
the Connecticut bird. Hough spent considerable time consult-
ing with experts and reviewing museum specimens to age
the bird and eliminate the possibility of either an Indigo Bun-
ting or a Lazuli X Indigo hybrid. A fully illustrated account
appears in The Connecticut Warbler Vol. 27 No 2.

HARRIS’S SPARROW (Zonotrichia querula) An adult in
basic plumage was at Allen’s Meadow in Wilton from 3-6
Nov 2007 (07-12 Luke Tiller*, Greg Hanisek, Bill Bankst, A]
Handf, Tom Sayerst, Bruce Finnant) This was a tenth state
record but only the second since 1986.

SMITH’S LONGSPUR (Calcarius pictus) One was seen by a
single observer and photographed 23 March 2007 at Sher-
wood Island State Park in Westport (07-03 Larry Flynn*).

It represents a third state record. The pronounced white
lesser-covert wingbar helps age and sex this bird as an adult
male in the transition from winter to summer plumage. The
extensive amount of white in the coverts shows that this was
different from a Smith’s that was on Long Island, N.Y., until
at least 13 March. A photo appeared in The Connecticut War-
bler Vol. 27 No. 4.

ACCEPTED, ORIGIN UNCERTAIN
BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis) One moved through
several locations in Newtown from 30 Nov 2006 until at least

early January 2007 (Larry Fischer, Phil Hensont). The ex-
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tensive amount of white on the bird’s head raised questions
about hybrid origin. The unusual assemblage of geese pres-
ent, including some hybrids, raised origin questions. After
two rounds of voting the committee determined the plumage
was within the range of pure Barnacle Goose and decided
there was no indisputable evidence of captive origin.

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED

PACIFIC LOON (Gavia pacifica) One was reported off Avery
Point, Groton, on 11 Dec 2004 (06-19). One was reported from
Enders Island, Stonington, on 3 Jan 2004 (06-23). This species
remains perhaps the most troublesome to document, primari-
ly because to date no easily viewable, long-staying birds have
made an appearance. In the case of the Groton bird, distance
involved in a fairly brief observation led the committee to
continue its conservative approach with this species. In the
case of the Stonington bird, the observer made an excellent
effort to obtain video clips, but again conditions were not ide-
al. The committee sent the clips to two experts with extensive
West Coast experience with Pacific Loon. Both thought the
images were inconclusive and Common Loon could not be
absolutely ruled out. This no doubt is frustrating for birders
who have taken the time to submit documentation, but the
committee encourages anyone encountering an apparent Pa-
cific Loon to continue doing so. All reports, accepted or not,
become part of the official state archives. An article on page
17 deals in greater detail with loon identification pitfalls.
Note that it is illustrated with very clear, close loon images.
We really need a Pacific Loon to cooperate like that.

ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga) One was reported from the
Lighthouse Point hawk watch on 10 Oct 2006 (06-26). This
was a rather distant telescope view by a single observer.
While the description was suggestive of Anhinga, the com-
mittee took a conservative approach because of the viewing
conditions and a date that was somewhat later than expected
for this species.
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BLACK RAIL (Laterallus jamaicensis) One was reported from
Hammonasset Beach State Park in Madison on 11 April 2006
(06-11). The observer, who saw the bird briefly at close range,
noted some field marks suggestive of this species. Black Rails
are notoriously difficult to see for extended periods, and
most state records involve birds that were heard singing the
species’ distinctive song. This bird was silent. It generated
extensive discussion over a full three rounds of voting. Initial
concern about the early date was dispelled when research
showed similar dates in surrounding states, but in the end
the very brief observation proved the deciding factor.

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD (Sialia currucoides) This species was
reported in a yard in Norwalk on 5 May 2007 (07-07). As is
often the case with records that are not accepted, this con-
tained very little detail about the bird’s plumage and other
features, other than that it was blue and lacked the orange
breast of an Eastern Bluebird. The report did not eliminate
Indigo Bunting. There are two records of Mountain Bluebird
for the state, both in winter.

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE (Myadestes townsendi) One was
reported from South Windsor on 26 Nov 2006. (06-34). The
report noted some features consistent with this species but
didn’t mention other equally significant ones. The habitat
and behavior described were not consistent with this species.
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FROM THE RECORD COMMITTEE’S FILES:
Pacific Loon - Problems and Pitfalls

By Julian Hough

Throughout its consideration of many rare and unusual
species, ARCC has flagged several that continue to be dif-
ficult to assess. These can be records where detailed writ-
ten and/or photo documentation exists for the species in
question, yet such information, often through no fault of the
observer, fails to convey the intricacies to allow acceptance.
In some cases, while the committee feels that the identifica-
tion may be correct, it needs to err on the side of caution to
protect the integrity of the historical archives.

In an effort to prevent the loss of these potential records in
the future and gain a better acceptance rate, the ARCC hopes
to provide some insight into difficult identification problems.
It is hoped that through these periodic articles some guidance
will be offered on what details the committee is looking for
and how observers, when faced with such problem species,
can overcome these identification pitfalls.

Pacific Loon, juvenile, Yorkshire, England, January 2007 (Martin Garner) This

first documented record for the Western Palearctic was found on a small, inland
lake in northern England. A very cooperative individual, it showed the full suite
of features of a classic Pacific Loon. Note the spear-shaped bill, dusky ear coverts,

dark bridle strap, paler gray hind neck and dark flanks. (Julian Hough)
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Are Pacific Loons being overlooked in Connecticut?

Despite several reports, there is only one accepted record
of Pacific Loon in the state:

St. John’s-by-the-Sea, West Haven , 3 Dec 1992. To put this
into context, in Massachusetts for example, multiple Pa-

cific Loons have been reported annually from 1994 to 2005
with birds occurring in every month from January to July
and from October to December. Even allowing for observer
awareness of this species and accounting for some misidenti-
fied or erroneous reports, it is obvious that in the last decade,
Pacific Loons have shown an increase in occurrences on the
East Coast. Paul Buckley, a veteran New York birder, com-
mented, “I looked hard for Pacific Loon on Long Island from
1950 until my first in 2001 — and have now seen four! This is
not an accident, nor is it more and better observers. I can-
not conceive of a bird looked for longer and harder by more
people on Long Island. They just were not there.”

Based on this increase in records, Pacific Loons, although
rare, must occur in Connecticut more frequently than the
single accepted record suggests. They are most likely being
overlooked as well as misidentified.

We believe there are several factors involved. Based on
personal field experience, and drawing on submitted descrip-
tions to the ARCC, we believe these hurdles are: the effect
of light and distance on plumage; under appreciation of the
variability of Common and Red-throated Loons; and an un-
clear set of identification features for Pacific Loon.

Depending on the time of day, angle of light and distance
of observation, assessing the true size of loons can be sur-
prisingly deceptive. Plumage tones also become hard to
interpret given light conditions. For example, we know that
Red-throated Loons are grayish above, but can appear con-
trastingly black and white in certain lighting situations. This
can be a major pitfall for the unwary. (Photo Challenge No.
57 Connecticut Warbler Vol. 27 No. 3). Realizing the effect
that light may have on the details of observation is important
when describing the distribution of light and dark in a bird’s
plumage.
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Common Loon, probably worn juvenile, February 2006 (Jim Zipp)

Note the broad-based, slightly upturned bill, lack of bridle strap and obvious pale
area around the eye. The peak of the crown is in front of the eye, and the thick neck
is typical. Juveniles undergo a partial molt of head and body feathers in February
after which they closely resemble adults in winter. (Julian Hough)

This identification issue is not just a problem here. Testi-
mony of experienced observers and other national records
committees underscores that the correct identification of Pa-
cific Loon is heavily dependent on experience with both Red-
throated and Common Loons in varying field conditions.

The importance of size and shape, or “jizz”

Typical Common Loons are big, bulky birds with deep-
based, thick bills. The head shape is often (but not always)
rather bulbous, with a forehead bump, and combined with
a rather thick neck and chunky body often imparts a bullish
look.

Pacific Loons are typically smaller and slimmer than
Common Loons, hence the possible confusion with slimmer,
daintier Red-throated. They fit in the middle. They often have
small bills and a puffy, rounded head shape that combines
to give a sleek, “cobra-like” shape to the head and neck. One
of the main stumbling blocks are small, juvenile Common
Loons that have a more rounded forehead and smaller bill
than most adults. At a distance, comparing these birds with
the more typical ones, it may be easy to think that you are
looking at a different species, albeit briefly. In good condi-
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{

Juvenile Common Loon (left) and Pacific Loon (right) showing basic differences
in structure. Note large bill, bulky head and bigger body than Pacific, which is
smaller and more serpent-like. Also note the subtle differences in the pattern and
distribution of dark and light on the neck sides. (Julian Hough)

tions, where close birds can be scrutinized, a correct identifi-
cation as Common Loon is usually the end result. However,
when such birds are seen at long range, or in harsh light, they
can be deceptively Pacific-like. A long time ago, a bird in
October in Cape May was initially thought to be this species
by its finder, but as we studied it, we realized it was a small,
slim-billed Common, but not before our pulses had been rac-
ing for awhile.

The pattern of the black on the neck sides is often (but
not always) more indented or irregular in Common Loon,
whereas in Pacific Loon, it tends to be straighter following
the contour of the neck. In some Common Loons the indenta-
tions appear as two spurs protruding towards the center of
the neck, forming a half-collar.

Head and bill shape

This is one feature that many of us use to identify loons,
since bill shape is usually one of the most apparent features
on distant birds. Red-throated Loons hold their bills more
at a 45-degree angle and have an obvious slight upturn to
their bill, which renders them identifiable at long range when
no plumage features can be seen. While this will often clue
you in to the species, the pitfall is that bill size and shape is
variable among individuals. Judging bill shape and size on
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distant birds can be problematical. Head shape is also vari-
able and changes if the birds are actively feeding or preen-
ing. Actively diving birds often show sleeker contours to the
head, making them appear less round, or flatter. Head shape
varies a lot in loons, and it is important to bear this in mind
when describing this feature, since it can be misleading dur-
ing the identification process.

Chin straps and vent straps

No, this is not a reference to things found in a masoch-
istic boudoir, but to the dark lines that Pacific Loons show
in winter just under the chin and across the vent. The chin
strap is more like a bridle, but it is one of the most well-
known features to look for on a Pacific Loon. However, a
paper by Howell and Reinkling (Western Birds 24:189-196,
1993) showed that only 50% of juvenile Pacific Loons show
bridle straps. So, a bird without one does not necessarily
rule against the identification. Vent straps are also shown by
many Pacific Loons, but this is a feature that is difficult to
discern on a bird in the water unless it rolls to preen. Even
then, deciding if what you are seeing is a vent strap, and not
the legs themselves, can be difficult. It has come to light that
occasionally Common Loons can show this feature (M. Reid,
pers comm.) but how frequently this occurs is unknown.

The presence of a dark bridle strap is perhaps the most

Pacific Loon, Rye, New Hampshire, July 2004 (Steve Mirick)

Note the classic head shape of this bird - rather puffy and rounded. The short bill
and dark chin strap are obvious. Note also the dusky ear coverts, rather smooth di-
vision of black along the neck and overall sleek contours of the bird. This individual
shows how the flank feathers can fluff up and be visible above the water line — this
should not be confused with Arctic Loon’s white flank patch. (Julian Hough)
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obvious field mark that would indicate that a bird might be a
Pacific Loon.

Identification of Pacific Loon

Since we have covered some of the identification pitfalls
and problems, we need to summarize what features are im-
portant in confirming a Pacific Loon. Since there is no stand-
alone diagnostic feature, a definitive identification is most
likely the result of a bird that shows a suite of characters.
Size: Pacific Loons are small, sleek birds with contrasting
black and white plumage. Their jizz is one reason that they
are most likely misidentified as Red-throated Loons, so an ac-
curate size comparison with other loons is important.
Bill: The bill is narrower and pointed, lacking the bulk or
broad base shown by Common Loon. The bill can appear
short, and in conjunction with a more rounded crown gives
Pacific Loon a more demure look.
Head and neck: Usually brownish gray with blackish lores
and forehead contrasting with slightly paler gray nape and
neck. The ear coverts are dusky, merging into the darker
neck sides. The shape of the dark extending down the neck
is somewhat variable, but it is often smoother and lacks the
irregular indentations and half-collar of Common Loons. In
good light, a dark, blackish line separates the white foreneck
from the paler gray hindneck. /
Bridle Strap: The presence of a “chin strap” or “bridle strap”
is indicative of this species, though Howell & Reinkling
(1993) note that while this is present in the majority of adults,
only 50% of juvenile Pacific Loons show this feature. Thus,
any putative Pacific Loon should not be discounted based on
the absence of this mark.
Vent Strap: This is a dark line that crosses the vent but is of-
ten obscured by the feet. It may only be visible when the bird
roll-preens and excellent views are obtained.

Pacific Loon vs. Arctic Loon

In Europe, the counterpart of Pacific Loon is Arctic Loon
(or Black-throated Diver), which is similar in all plumages to
Pacific Loon. Primarily more of a problem for West Coast or
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European observers, separating these two species is diffi-
cult, but is covered here for completeness. This identification
problem has never been more topical than in the U.K., where
the first Pacific Loon for Britain and Europe (see picture

Page 17) was found in January 2007 and then, amazingly,
followed by a second and probably a third individual in as
many weeks! It is thought that an unusually high influx of
Common Loons into the country was responsible for carrying
these birds to the UK.

Pacific and Arctic Loons were once considered conspecific,
but the general consensus is that they are distinct species and
are treated as such by the AOU (1985). In North America
Arctic Loon (race viridigularis) is restricted to a small breed-
ing population in western Alaska, but it breeds more abun-
dantly in northern Europe. In North America, as expected
for a species with a restricted range, there are few records of
Arctic Loon away from the breeding grounds. Vagrants to
the East would most likely originate from the nominate Euro-
pean race arctica. Although Arctic Loon is an unlikely vagrant
heret, any Pacific-type loon should be scrutinized to rule out
that possibility.

Arctic Loon, juvenile, Lancashire, England, November 1995 (Steve Young)

This confiding juvenile was seen on a local lake near the author’s childhood home.
Even when seen well, Arctic and Pacific would be difficult to tell apart. The most
indicative features of Arctic Loon are the characteristic white flank patch and paler
ear coverts. (Julian Hough)
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These species are essentially identical, with Arctic averag-
ing slightly larger and longer-billed with a steeper forehead
and flatter crown. The most important feature separating
them is that Arctic shows a distinct white oval flank patch
while Pacific lacks this feature. The patch results from the fact
that the proximal feathering of the thigh is white in Arctic
and dark in Pacific. Prolonged views are needed to establish
the presence and location of any white flank patch, since
some other loons can show white along the sides if the belly
feathers are visible as they ride high on the water.

One other feature that is noticeable on the Pacific Loon in
Yorkshire, UK, is that the pale fringes to the scapulars appear
slightly broader and more obvious than on juvenile Arctic
(Black-throated Diver) Loon.

If we address the pitfalls mentioned above and arm
observers with the knowledge of the most important field
marks, I am sure that as this species continues its increase
in the East, we will see more solid reports of Pacific Loon in
Connecticut waters in the coming years.
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FROM THE RARITIES COMMITTEE FILES:
Hoary Redpoll; Identification Problems &
Pitfalls

By Julian Hough

Winter is upon us once more and many immigrants are
flooding in from food-scarce Arctic areas. Among seed-eating
birds sweeping across the state are those dapper little acro-
bats, the redpolls.

This little finch has caused intense debate among bird-
ers and taxonomists over how to best classify the different
species/subspecies. So, do you know which redpolls you are
seeing? Is the pale redpoll in the flock a Hoary Redpoll or just
a pale Common Redpoll? Hopefully the following article will
simplify the current complexity.

Racial identity

All of the species and subspecies are very similar, so let’s
start by setting out the current subspecies of both Redpoll
and Hoary Redpoll found in North America:

Common Redpoll

- Common Redpoll, Carduelis flammea flammea (Fenno Scan-
dia, Siberia and N. America).

- “Greenland” Redpoll, Carduelis flammea rostrata (Greenland
and Baffin Island).

Hoary Redpoll

- “Greenland” Hoary Redpoll, Carduelis hornemanni horne-
manni (Greenland)

- Hoary Redpoll, Carduelis hornemanni exilipes (N. America
and N. Eurasia).

Now that we have set out the current taxonomic forms, let’s
take a look at the identification of the redpoll types. To try to
avoid confusion, I will refer to them by their colloquial names
throughout the following article.
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ARCC Perspective

When confronted with similar and ‘hard-to-identify” spe-
cies pairs, the observer may not be aware of the plumage
minutiae that needs to be recorded in writing to document
the record. This is especially important in the absence of any
photographic evidence. In the case of Hoary Redpoll, since
many plumage features overlap to some extent with Com-
mon Redpoll, ambiguous descriptions (often made with good
intent) of plumage features are often unhelpful and often
prove inconclusive. The committee is looking for detailed
written description that very specifically details plumage
tones and makes direct comparisons with Common Redpoll.
It must be apparent in the description that the observer is
aware of these subtleties and has tried to specifically record
these features so that the committee can put them into con-
text. This may sound rather harsh and daunting, but by fol-
lowing the features outlined below, observers will be aware
of the features to key into when writing a field description of
any putative Hoary Redpoll.

Common Redpoll (Carduelis flammea flammea)

The nominate race of Redpoll breeding in North America
and Northern Europe. A brownish-gray finch streaked black-
ish above and across the breast and flanks. The bill is short
and yellow, set off by a blackish chin and a red “poll” - a
small red area on the fore crown. The wings have two buff-
white wing bars and the tail is relatively long and noticeably
forked. The rump is variably pale, from grayish-white to
whitish, but predominantly overlain with fine brown streaks
so that the rump is never totally unmarked whitish as in clas-
sic Hoary.

The main confusion is with Hoary Redpoll, especially those
Commons with lightly streaked flanks and paler rumps. Care
must be exercised when identifying these two species.

Adult Male - winter/summer: Adult males look similar
year round, with pink tinges to the face, breast and flanks.
Red forehead usually very obvious, contrasting with blackish
lures and chins. Face and supercilium usually paler. Under-
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Hoary Redpoll, Coventry, CT, January 08 (Mark Szantyr).

A typical Hoary Redpoll. Small bill, hoar-frosted plumage, promi-
nent white wingbars and lightly streaked underparts are all classic
features. The greater coverts show a molt contrast with the inner
three greater coverts molted into darker, grayish adult-type feath-
ers making this a first-winter bird (Julian Hough)

parts dirty white, with lightly streaked flanks and pink flush
on breast.

Female/first-winter: Non-adult male plumages in winter
are very similar and ageing and sexing are difficult. Any bird
lacking pink tinges to the breast is a female or first-winter.
Duller overall than male, with fawn wash to face and upper
breast and noticeable underpart streaking extending along
the flanks. Red fore crown often obscure on many young
birds. Very variable, but still darker overall than Hoary
Redpoll, with clean whitish upper breast and boldly streaked
flanks. The ground color to the upperparts is more brown-
gray streaked darker, often with whitish tramlines. The facial
area is gray-white, with a whiter supercilium and narrowly
streaked darker. Some, presumably young females, show
a brown-wash to the ear coverts. The wingbars and tertials
edgings are often edged grayish-white.

Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni exilipes)

Most vagrants to New England involve the N. Eurasian
and North American form, exilipes, which are generally
smaller and less strikingly white than the rarer Greenland
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form hornemanni. This latter form is longer-tailed and bigger-
headed than Common or exilipes Hoary Redpoll and is the
palest of the forms, a veritable ‘snowball’.

Exilipes is very similar to Common Redpoll. Since plumage
characters overlap between Common and Hoary Redpolls,
most of the features on plumage tone and prominence of
streaking is quite general, even to the point of rendering
some birds unidentifiable.

Finding a frosty bird in a flock of Common Redpolls will
lead you to consider Hoary. Unfortunately, a bird, which is
frostier-looking than other Commons in the same flock, may

Hoary Redpoll Hoary Redpoll (variation) Common Redpoll

Pattern of undertail coverts in ‘classic’ Hoary (left) variation in Hoary showing notice-
able streaked longest undertail coverts (center) and typical Common Redpoll showing
broad and noticeable dark feather centers to the majority of feathers. (Julian Hough)

not necessarily be a Hoary, since male redpolls are paler than
females. Inversely, some first-winter female Hoary Redpolls
may not be as pale as some Commons!! Now it is easy to
understand why Hoary Redpoll is a challenge to identify.
Some birds may be quite difficult. I have seen a few birds
that have shown quite extensive flank streaking and have
rumps that are lightly streaked and have small bills. These
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may well have been Hoaries, but I felt the need to err on the
side of caution. Considering that in any flock you may have a
mixture of adult male and females and first-winter males and
females it’s no surprise that there is a lot of plumage varia-
tion.

Rump pattern: One specific plumage feature which can aid
identification in the field is that Hoary Redpolls have a white
rump; pure white in males and lightly streaked in females/
immatures. While some Commons can show whitish rumps,
the ground color is usually grayer overlaid with heavier
streaking, especially at the upper and lower end of the rump
patch.

Undertail coverts: Common Redpolls show prominent
dark streaks on the longest under tail coverts. Many Hoar-
ies have unmarked, pure white undertail coverts. However,
some Hoaries can show dark streaks on the longest undertail
coverts but they are typically finer than Commons.

Bill: The bill has a straight culmed and is often smaller than
Common and gives Hoary a “pushed-in” look. Combined
with the smaller bill, the eye often looks small and adds to
the “cute” look. On some Hooray’s the difference in bill size
and shape may not be apparent and other features should be
taken into consideration.

Size and structure: Hoaries often appear larger, or bulkier
due to their looser feathers. They also look rather bull-necked
and are slightly longer-tailed, though the latter feature is
hard to determine.

Upperparts: Cold grayish looking, with fine gray-brown
streaks and whitish tramlines on the mantle. The paler face
and crown often highlight the red cap and blackish lores and
chin. Hoaries often are said to show a white “nose band,”
which is often brown-buff in pale Common Redpolls (Svens-
son 1992) though this feature is difficult to evaluate on many
published photographs. On presumed female/ first-winter,
there is often a buffy wash to the face and throat which is
often quite well demarcated from the whitish breast.

Underparts: Whitish, especially so in the center of the
breast. The brown streaking below is often finer and sparser
than most Commons.
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Hoary Redpoll, Massachusetts, Jan 08 Common Redpoll, New Hampshire,

(James P. Smith). Jan 04 (Jim Zipp/www.jimzipp.com).
A classic Hoary, showing the gleaming, — The plumage is predominantly brown-
unmarked white rump, small bill and toned with buffy, not whitish, wing
overall frosty-white appearance. bars. Although the rump is paler, note

Note also the ‘looser” feathers typical of it is still overlain with streaks.
Hoary Redpoll.

Hoary Redpoll, Maine, Feb 05 (Paul Fusco)

This nice shot shows a rather worn bird with the broad white tips
to the wing bars and tertial edges worn away. The overall frosty
tone to the upperparts and diffuse gray streaks along the flanks
are pro-Hoary. Although slightly smaller-billed compared to
many Common Redpolls, it is not readily apparent in this shot,
but note the relatively straight culmen.
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Adult Male: Redpolls are at their palest in winter when all
the body feathers have fresh tips, so adult birds in autumn
are likely to stand out among even the palest Common Red-
polls. Male Hoaries have pink (not red) tinges to the breast,
but unlike Commons, have a striking unmarked whitish
rump and very sparse streaking on the underparts. Upper-
parts are gray-brown with whitish fringes and show two
white wing bars and tertial fringes. The bill is smallish and
bright yellow.

Female/first-winter: Lack any pink on the underparts and
are variable in plumage, notably in the density of streak-
ing on the flanks and rump. Some (presumably first-winter
males) still show a noticeably whitish rump, streaked lightly
along the upper border. Other individuals show more heavi-
ly streaked rumps and flanks and may be difficult to pick out
in a mixed flock. Typically, young birds show a buff wash to
the face and upper breast, which is often demarcated from
the whitish upper breast.

To summarize, other than bright, white-rumped males,
plumage variation makes the identification of first-winter
and female Hoary Redpoll difficult and easy to overlook.
The identification of any “pale” redpoll is most likely to be
successful if you consider the suite of characters discussed
above, namely, proportionately small bill, unmarked, or
lightly streaked undertail coverts, sparse streaking on the
flanks, relatively uniform white rump and overall whitish
wing bars and frost appearance to the upperparts.

While exilipes is the most common form, any noticeably large,
long-tailed and bull-headed individual may be the rarer ‘hor-
nemanni’ or Greenland Arctic Redpoll.
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NEMESIS BIRDS
By Glenn Williams

All birders - listers or non-listers, beginners or experts,
have nemesis birds. The intermediate birder may spend
several years before getting a species and then see it every
year after that. In the Northeast, birds such as the chat or
the saw-whet owl fit that profile for me. I remember the
frustration of hearing both species reported at southern New
England Christmas count compilations and then going to the
locations the next day — only to strike out. Eventually one
learns more about the regularly occurring species, and seeing
them becomes a more common event.

As a birder progresses in experience and ability, the
nemesis birds become the species rare to the area or
particularly elusive — boreals, pelagics or strays that the
birder has tried for and missed.

My all-time number one nemesis bird is the Black-backed
Woodpecker.

I began birding at about the time that I began making
annual Columbus Day weekend camping trips to the boreal
forests of Maine and New Hampshire. My life Gray Jays
hung around a bitter-cold campsite in October in Rangeley.

One by one, the boreal species fell, most with good luck
and ease. Spruce Grouse fed like chickens on a logging road
in Gulf Hagus, Maine. I drove to the Caps Ridge trailhead
in New Hampshire specifically to see Boreal Chickadee and
I did! All of these sighting were on the annual camping trips
with non-birders. The lure of the boreal forests spurred me
to plan birding trips to the Great North Woods. The White
Mountains of New Hampshire and Rangeley, Maine, became
my favorite destinations in early summer. I was an obsessive
year-lister at that point and usually managed to get most of
the boreal birds each year — except one. The Black-backed
Woodpecker eluded all efforts.

At first, I felt that just being up north gave me a reasonable
chance. After a few years of failure, I began to strategically
linger in its preferred habitat. I also combed listservs and

32
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regional guide books for specific locations. Ie-mailed local
birders for tips and information. It became apparent that
the best bet was to find out about a nest hole and stake it
out. I missed several times by mere days. I once stared at a
hole in a spruce on the side of a busy road for an hour and
a half on an extremely hot day with my very pregnant wife
— refusing to believe that I was late again. There were also
the times when knocking could be heard but no bird could
be seen. I climbed up a wet and slippery trail to get to good
elevation and a reliable site once, only to hear distant knocks.
As I waded through sphagnum and muck, the woodpecker
worked farther away faster than I could travel. Was it my
nemesis? Too many other times, the rapper in the right
habitat and high elevation turned out to be a Downy or a
Hairy Woodpecker.

The final straw came when yet another nest hole was
discovered in an area that [ knew well — the famous (to
New England birders) Trudeau Road in the northern White
Mountain region. Friends were going up to see the Black-
backed Woodpecker family. I could not make the trip, but
did enjoy hearing about their great looks — and seeing the
pictures, too.

In the early summer of 2004, we took a week-long family
vacation to the White Mountains. It was another chapter
in a strange, lifelong, and sometimes inverse relationship
between my luck and the Boston Red Sox. I do not believe
in curses, but I love coincidences. That night, Jeter would
go face-first into the stands to help the Yankees beat the Sox
in heartbreaking fashion. But that morning, I had ended my
woodpecker induced torture - sort of.

I drove to the Pondicherry National Wildlife Refuge in
Jefferson, N.H., in the early morning, leaving my family
asleep at the motel. At the small parking lot at the refuge,

I was greeted by a persistent swarm of mosquitoes that
were not at all deterred by repellant. Suffering many bites,
I slung my scope over my shoulder and headed down the
trail into the sun. The known nesting site of Black-backed
Woodpecker and best place to see them there was several
miles away. I questioned if I could make it against the
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swarm of insects. A snipe winnowed overhead, temporarily
distracting me from the persistent buzzing and biting.
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers seemed to be everywhere. A
Pileated Woodpecker flew across the path. As I reached
a clear-cut area with some snags, I heard the rapping of
a woodpecker. Was it THE bird? It was not the distinct
tapping of a sapsucker. I'hustled toward the sound. It
was getting closer to the trail. I froze. A woodpecker was
suddenly on a snag by the path. I put my binoculars up to
see the bird, backlit by a hazy summer-morning sun. It was
as unsatisfying a look as one could get and still identify the
bird — a Black-backed Woodpecker! I wanted a better look
for a life bird, a nemesis bird, THE nemesis bird. Iset up
my scope as fast as I could without scaring it. He was still
there as I positioned myself behind the scope but I couldn’t
get the bird in view. A quick glance confirmed the bird was
still there, followed by a second fruitless sweep. Ilooked
up again and the bird was gone. No noise, no sign of it
anywhere. The whole sequence had been less than a minute.
The mosquitoes continued their assault. I waited as long as
possible before forging ahead. Somehow, I felt worse than
before — not in that “I finally reached my goal, now what?”
way. It was that unsatisfying, “I know what I saw but was
that a satisfying life look?” The mosquitoes made me turn
back little more than halfway from the end of the trail. .
Returning to my family, my wife was surprised how
subdued I was about seeing my first Black-backed
Woodpecker. Ididn't feel like explaining.

Later that year, I was driving alone to a campsite for the
annual Columbus Day weekend gathering. As I was lost on
a dirt road in the southern White Mountains at dusk, David
Ortiz hit his play-off series clinching home run against the
Angels. I'had to stop the truck and hoot into the woods in
glee.

I took the next morning to do some solo birding. 1
planned out a route and had a nice but uneventful time. I
pulled up to my last stop, ready to savor the end of my
boreal birding until next summer. (I did not know it at the
time, but I would not be able to return to the boreal woods
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for almost two years.) I parked on the road at the gate of the
famous Trudeau Road. Another car was already there and
there was a loud blare of bagpipes coming from the woods. I
love the bagpipes as much as the next guy, but why here and
now? I was genuinely angry that someone would despoil
the quiet of the Great North Woods for their own selfish
interest. AsI walked down the trail, I was prepared to voice
my displeasure at such an etiquette breach. For some reason
— either conflict avoidance or the desire not to ruin a nice
trip — I decided to do nothing. Standing along the trail was a
stocky man in a T-shirt and jeans, jacketless on a very warm
fall day. Nearby was a pale-blue car door. Why it was there
and why he was next to it were mysteries to me. Among

the pines with the mountains in the background, the music
really did sound majestic. He stopped as I approached and

I told him he sounded great — and meant it. He thanked me
in genuine gratitude and then continued to play. I decided
to give up hope of seeing anything in the cacophony, but to
enjoy the surreal experience. As ravens croaked overhead
and the sun filtered through the spruce, I felt as if I could be
in Scotland.

In a bog to the left of the trail, I saw some movement.
Very close and in excellent light was a female Black-backed
Woodpecker. To the eerie drones of the bagpipes, I watched
her feed. I watched her preen. I watched her rest. I watched
her as long as a slightly hyperactive adult could. I walked
away but soon returned. She was still there and the bagpipes
still played. Were you allowed to walk away from a nemesis
bird — a bird grudgingly added to the life list with a hint
of guilt because of a lousy look - a bird that was making
up for years of torture with looks of incredible quality and
beauty? I decided to stay as long as she would. After ten
more minutes, the bagpipes stopped and she flew deep into
the forest. On the way back to the car, I looked forward to
thanking my minstrel, but he was gone.

I don’t think I have ever enjoyed a birding moment more.
And the Red Sox won the World Series later that month.
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BOOKS ON BIRDS
By Alan Brush

Howell, S N G and J Dunn. 2007 Gulls of the Americas.
Peterson Reference Guides Series. ix+ 516 pgs. Numerous
photographs and maps. Houghton Mifflin Co., New York,
NY. $35.00

The species of gulls worldwide show no appreciable
sexual variation in plumage or color. But differences in age
and molt status often make identification tenuous. Add their
propensity for hybridization, rampant geographic varia-
tion, and a broad array of environmental factors that both
directly and indirectly affect the plumage or its perception
and gull identification can range from difficult to impossible.
In this massive contribution, Steve Howell and Jon Dunn
sort through the tasks and information necessary to facilitate
identification in the face of the seemingly continuous nature
and intricate combinations of known biological variation. On
paper it is a colossal task, and the challenge for the reader is
to translate the extensive (but well organized) tabular data
into what is seen in the field.

The basics begin with an extraordinarily useful How to use
this book and Introduction, which combined runs some 46
pages. It is essentially an instruction manual on how to use
the book with annotated sections on variation, both genetic
and environmental, plus tips on fieldwork and odd plumage
pigmentation. The birds” appearance is presented in excel-
lent labeled photographs directing your attention to relevant
plumage features. This section is used by the authors for

an extensive introduction to the very knotty problem of the
terminology of molts and plumages, and especially their
relation to age. It is complicated because molt in many gull
species is now known to be an almost continuous process,

at least in for the first 2-3 years of life. Further, in adults of
some species there may be overlap of timing between differ-
ent molts. Over 14 pages of text and photos are dedicated to
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the presentation of the problem. Along the way some new
terminology is introduced based on Howell’s earlier studies,
especially those of the early plumage cycles of the Western
Gull. This can be confusing in places and has generated some
controversy in the primary literature.

“Gulls of the Americas” main contents are the Plates (250
pages, each with 4-5 images), the 36 Species Accounts, and
smaller sections of Widespread Hybrids (5) and then Rarer
Atlantic (6) and Pacific (3) Hybrids. The plates cover almost
every conceivable plumage in clear color. Some are repeated
to illustrate the effect of age, within-population variation,
and almost always include comments on particular features
relevant to identification. The captions are brief, informa-
tive, and in one case speculative. Species accounts include
overall length as an indicator of body size, Taxonomy, Status
and Distribution, Field Identification (especially regarding
similar species), Habitat and Behavior, and Description and
Molt. Distribution maps are clear and instantly readable.
The accounts include useful images that emphasize com-
parisons with similar species (e.g. breeding Franklins and
Laughing Gulls). There is also a glossary, a bibliography,
and—thoughtfully—a list of photographers whose contribu-
tions are essential.

In 1959 Phil Humphrey and Ken Parkes published a radical
revision of the nomenclature of avian molts and plumages
(Auk 76:1-31, 1959). As a relatively new graduate student at
UCLA I was invited to present their arguments to the local
chapter meeting of the Cooper Ornithological Society. The
received knowledge regarding these issues at the time would
have been summarized in a text such as “Fundamentals

of Ornithology” (1959, ] Wiley & Sons, New York) by Van
Tyne and Berger. Humphrey and Parkes (later H-P) claimed
to base their system of terminology of molt on homologies,
rather than implied function. Howell agrees, and his modifi-
cations to the H-P system recognize that birds take different
lengths of time and different numbers of molts to reach the
adult molt cycle and acquire the adult plumage. Critics posit
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that these are not convincing criteria on which to construct a
plausible phylogeny of molts and plumage. However, it has
been argued that molts and plumages are so variable, even
within clades, that it is doubtful that the H-P terminology
can reveal phylogenetic homologies even in closely related
species. H-P, of course, predates cladistic thinking, but both
are based on the establishment of homologies. Nevertheless,
the identifying and naming the formative plumages and their
relation in the plumage cycle is still difficult in some cases.
The relation of molt to other features, such as migration and
the occurrence of plumages in the annual cycle, is still debat-
able in many gull species. Howell and Dunn chose to use
the term First Cycle, Second Cycle, etc. to understand molt
strategies of increasing complexity (their fig 1, pg 32). While
this requires some shift in the naming of molts, it is useful in
sorting through the complexities in gulls. It does take some
getting use to as it eliminates referring to First Year, Second
Year, etc birds. And in these pre-adult stages, more than one
can occur in a calendar year.

The detail presented in this book can occasionally be over-
whelming, but there is enormous potential here. Identifying
gulls, even common species in a particular area, can be a
challenge. Howell & Dunn wisely state that “the proportion
of unidentifiable gulls never reaches zero”. Nevertheless this
is the very best current resource for gull identification avail-
able. It will be helpful when the local field guide proves inad-
equate, when you find that one odd bird in a flock, or when
your previous experience is inadequate. Careful observation,
awareness of the dimensions of variation in both time and
space, and adequate notes are essentials in building your skill
level. This volume will certainly help.



CONNECTICUT FIELD NOTES
Summer, June 1 through July 31, 2007

By Greg Hanisek

Lingerers, Wanderers and
Strays

A Ring-necked Duck
was still at Lake Saltonstall,
North Branford, on June 10
(SM); a Long-tailed Duck
lingered through June at
Old Greenwich (CEh et
al.); a Black Scoter was off
Hammonasset Beach State
Park in Madison (hereaf-
ter HBSP) July 4-17 (JBa et
al.); and several lingering
Ruddy Ducks included one
that summered at Batterson
Pond in Farmington (PCi). A
Red-throated Loon was near
Calves Island, Old Lyme, to
at least June 12 (HG).

A Tricolored Heron was
in Lordship on June 13-17
(FG et al.), with another in
Old Lyme June 29-July 21
(CF etal.). An immature Yel-
low-crowned Night Heron
at Lake Zoar in Southbury
through the period was very
rare away from the coast
(RN). An adult Mississippi
Kite overhead in Roxbury
on June 12 fit into the typi-
cal seasonal pattern for this
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species (J]J). The Purple
Gallinule discovered in
April at a backyard pond in
Stratford became hard and
then impossible to find as
vegetation thickened. It was
believed to have left until
the homeowner reported
a brief sighting on July 11
(JSc). An American Avocet
made a brief appearance in
Milford on June 3 (fide CL).
A count of 94 Laughing Gulls
June 16 in Fairfield was good
for so early in the season
(FM). A second-summer
Lesser Black-backed Gull
was at Oyster River, West
Haven, on July 21 (JHo). We
have very few mid-sum-
mer records. A Caspian
Tern was on the Lieutenant
River, Old Lyme, on June 5
(CEl). A Royal Tern was at
Milford Point on June 5 (NB,
ER). This has become a very
scarce visitor over the past
decade. A Sandwich Tern
was a stellar find on July 31
at Short Beach, Stratford (CB,
NB); it was seen later in the
day in Fairfield (LT).

A White-winged Dove
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that arrived at a feeder in
February was still visiting
sporadically through the sea-
son (DL). Red-headed Wood-
peckers were photographed
in Ridgefield and Darien in
June (fide LT). The season’s
only Blue Grosbeak was at
the capped landfill in New
Milford on July 12 (AD, AK).
An unprecedented mid-sum-
mer White-crowned Spar-
row was photographed at a
feeder in Westbrook, where
it was present June 19 to at
least June 29 (JSw). A pair of
Evening Grosbeaks visited a
Barkhamsted feeder several
times in late May-early June
(DPe). One was in Chester on
June 13 (SS).

Northbound Migration

A single American Golden
Plover was a good find June
1 at HBSP (RD). Sandy Point
in West Haven attracted
seven Red Knots on June
3 (MSt), and Milford Point
had three Red Knots and 250
Semipalmated Sandpipers
on June 4 (FM). An excellent
24 White-rumped Sandpip-
ers were at Milford Point
on June 5 (NB). Immature
Bonaparte’s Gulls were at
Short Beach, Stratford on
June 4 (FM), Sandy Point on

June 5 (NB) and at Milford
Point to at least June 20 (NB).
The latest Olive-sided Fly-
catchers were in Greenwich
(JHa) and Poquonock (JW)
on June 10. The latest Mourn-
ing Warbler was seen June

10 in Manchester (TA). A
Kentucky Warbler sang in a
Wilton yard on June 2 (JBe).
Two hummingbirds, pre-
sumably Ruby-throated, flew
past Milford Point on June 1
(FM). The date suggests they
were northbound migrants,
but they were heading west,
the direction traveled by
southbound migrants along
the coast

Southbound Migration

A Solitary Sandpiper was
back in Hartford by June 30
(PCi). The first Whimbrel
report came from Sandy
Point on July 12 (AR, JMa).
Semipalmated Sandpiper
numbers reached 5800 by
July 25 at Milford Point
(FM). Anticipating a good
fall flight, the first Western
Sandpiper appeared at Grace
Salmon Park in Westport on
July 14-15 (LT). A Stilt Sand-
piper was in Stratford July
14 (FM). A Black Tern vis-
ited Little Pond in Litchfield
on July 15 (PB); there also



were a few coastal reports.
Red-breasted Nuthatches in
backyards at two locations in
the first week of June were a
very early indicator of what
developed into a significant
flight (EH, NB). An orange
variant Scarlet Tanager was
in a Mystic yard on July 2;
since it wasn’t in a breeding
location we’ll place it here

(GW).
Nesting Season

A hen Green-winged Teal
escorted at least three young
during June at Hessekey
Meadows in Woodbury
(RN). A female Hooded
Merganser with six chicks on
June 3 at Aspetuck Reservoir,
Easton, was far south in Fair-
field County, where nesting
has seldom been noted (LT).
Pied-billed Grebes raised two
young at Hessekey Mead-
sows (RN, AD).

A calling pair of Least
Bitterns at Hatch Pond in
Kent in early June was at
an unexpected location
(J]). This species was eas-
ily found in the state’s two
strongholds - Station 43 in
South Windsor and the coves
on the lower Connecticut
River (m.ob.). They were also
noted at Hessekey Meadows

FieLp NoOTES 41

in Woodbury (RN, AD) and
in East Granby (BK). A few
Black-crowned Night Herons
at Lake Zoar and Lake Lil-
linonah, both in Southbury,
fit a recent trend of suspected
nesting (RN, LF).

Inland nesting by Ospreys
is on a significant upswing. A
pair used a light stanchion at
a park in New Britain (JMe);
at least two nests were built
on cell towers in Seymour
(RP et al.); and one was on a
tower at Stevenson dam, Ox-
ford (RN). Connecticut DEP
reported 15 Bald Eagle ter-
ritories for the season, with
10 pairs producing 16 young
(JV). Sharp-shinned Hawks,
whose summer presence is
on the rise, were in Simsbury
June 9 (PCi), West Hartford
June 25 (PCi), Windsor June
29 (PDe) and Suffield July
22 (PDe). A Northern Gos-
hawk called briefly June 2
in Nehantic State Forest,
East Lyme (DW). Pairs of
American Kestrels were
noted at East Windsor Hill
(PDe), Storrs (TS), Sunny
Valley Preserve in New
Milford (AD) and at South-
bury Training School (RN).
A pair of Peregrine Falcons
with two fledglings in late
June added Westport to the
growing list of towns with
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confirmed nesting (FM).

A Sora was seen with one
chick at Station 43, South
Windsor (TS). A Common
Moorhen was present June
28 into early July in the Great
Meadows area of Stratford,
although there was no evi-
dence of nesting (FM et al.).
A pair of Barn Owls using an
abandoned building in lower
Fairfield County raised two
young (PCo).

The southward-expand-
ing Yellow-bellied Sapsuck-
ers were represented by up
to three pairs in Watertown
(RN). Single Brewster’s War-
blers were in West Hartford
on June 7 (PCi) and in Wood-
bridge on June 9 (CLo). The
only Lawrence’s Warbler
report was from Salem on
June 24 (F&TH). Northern
Parulas were likely breeders
in East Granby June 14 (BK).
For the second year in a row,
a Kentucky Warbler sang on
territory, apparently without
a mate, at Penwood State
Park in Bloomfield in June
(NB et al.) Up to three ter-
ritorial male Eastern Mead-
owlarks were at Grassy Hill
Preserve in Roxbury (RN)
and at Sunny Valley in New
Milford (AD); there were
also a number of reports
from eastern Connecticut. A

detailed account of the Con-
necticut Summer Bird Counts
appears in the October 2007
issue of The Connecticut
Warbler Vol. 27 No. 4.

EXOTICS - A European
Goldfinch visited a feeder in
Norfolk on June 22 (SH).

Observers - Tim Antanaitis, Jim
Bair (JBa), Charles Barnard, Joe
Bear (JBe), Nick Bonomo, Patrick
Bukowski, Paul Cianfaglione
(PCi), Patrick Comins (PCo), Paul
Desjardins (PDe), Angela Dim-
mitt, Ryan Douglas, Patrick Dugan
(PDu), Cynthia Ehlinger (CEh),
Carl Ekroth (CEk), Chris Elphick
(CEl), Chris Field, Larry Fischer,
Frank Gallo, Ted Gilman, Hank
Golet, Greg Hanisek, John Hannon
(JHa), Shelley Harms, Ernie Harris,
Roy Harvey, Fran Holloway, Tom
Holloway, Julian Hough (Ho),
John Johnson, Anne Kehmna, Brian
Kleinman, Carol Lemmon (CLe),
Donna Lorello, Chris Loscalzo
(CLo), Frank Mantlik, John May-
nard (JMa), Steve Mayo, Jamie
Meyers (JMe), Russ Naylor, Gina
Nichol, Dave Pelletier (DPe), Ron
Pelletier, Dave Provencher (DPr),
E.J. Raynor, Arne Rosengren, Dave
Rosgen, Meredith Sampson (MSa),
Ryan Sayers, Tom Sayers, John
Schwarz (JSw), Jameson Scott (JSc),
Sarah Spencer, Maria Stockmal
(MSt), Mark Szantyr (MSz), Luke
Tiller, Dennis Varza, Julie Victoria,
Danny Williams, Glenn Williams,
Joe Wojtanowski, Sara Zagorski,

Jim Zipp.



PHOTO CHALLENGE

By Julian Hough

A soaring raptor appears overhead in a pale June sky. It
has long thin wings, a small head, and a tail that is longer
than the width of the wings where it meets the body. The
rakishness suggests harrier, but even though size is hard to
judge, the bird appears smaller and a darker and more uni-
form than a harrier.

Maybe Peregrine Falcon ... the long narrow wings and
tail are suggestive of the species, but the uniformity of the
plumage and something else doesn’t fit, but we can’t put our
finger on it.

The pointed wings differ from a Peregrine in that our bird
has a noticeably short outermost primary, much shorter than
that of a Peregrine and the tail appears too long for that spe-
cies broadening at the tip and narrow at the base, opposite
for the tail pattern and shape of a Peregrine. The uniformity
of the bird also rules out Peregrine, since adults would be
whitish below with a distinct hooded look and immatures
would be noticeably streaked below.
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After what seems an eternity but is only a few seconds,
we realize the bird’s characteristic shape fits only one species
- Mississippi Kite. When plumage features are not obvious,
the general impression and shape, “giss,” tells the tale. This
is an adult bird, evidenced by the onset of molt of the inner
primaries. The uniformly gray underbody contrasting with
a darker wing tip and teminal tip to the tail are likely to be
the most obvious features in the field. The pale gray trailing
edge to the wing is only apparent on the upper side, a feature
obviously not apparent on this view.

Mississippi Kites are recorded nearly annually in the state
from mid-May to August and generally involve briefly ob-
served individuals. It's only a matter of time until one bird
hangs around for more than a few minutes. In those few min-
utes, the distinctive shape above, combined with a “night-
hawk”-like flight are likely to be your only visible clues.

This adult Mississippi Kite was photographed by me in
South Carolina in August 2007.

Photo Challenge No. 60
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By Andrew Dasinger

For our article on Connecticut’s next 15 birds, An-

drew Dasinger created this portrait of No.1 on the list,
Townsend’s Warbler. The inset map tells why our panel of
experts rated it No. 1. Of the nine closest states, only Con-
necticut and Vermont lack this western species on their
state lists.



2008 MABEL OSGOOD WRIGHT AWARD

The prestigious Wright award was presented to MilanG.
Bull by COA President Steve Mayo at the annual meeting in
March at Middlesex County Community College in Middle-
town. Following are Steve Mayo’s remarks:

Nature essayist and author Mabel Osgood Wright was a
pioneer in the American conservation movement. She was
also founder in 1914 of Birdcraft, the nation’s first private
bird sanctuary, located in Fairfield, Conn. The COA created
the Mabel Osgood Wright Award to recognize people who
have made significant contributions to Connecticut ornithol-
ogy and bird conservation. This year’s recipient is not only
deserving of this award, but he has remarkably close ties to
the heritage of Birdcraft.

In 1979 (or so) a small group of bird banders realized the
need for a periodic journal of Connecticut ornithology.
Among them was Milan Bull, who along with Carl Trichka,
Fred Sibley, and very few others, created The Connecti-

cut Warbler, which was initially published by Connecticut
Audubon Society. Milan served as technical editor of this
important new publication.

A couple of years later, Milan was among those who in 1981
founded this great new organization, the Connecticut Orni-
thological Association. Over the years, he has served ably on
many of its committees, including publications, rare records,
and most recently he served as president.

But Milan is certainly best associated with Connecticut
Audubon Society. To date, his 36-year career began as a
sanctuary manager, field trip leader and naturalist. Along
the way, he initiated studies of the state’s colonial nesting
waterbirds on the Norwalk Islands and other coastal loca-
tions. For many years, he single-handedly fenced off nesting
sites of Piping Plovers and Least Terns. Who else would have
slogged through salt marsh muck to run video cable for an
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Osprey-cam? During his long tenure, he has served as the
director of several CAS facilities including Birdcraft Mu-
seum, the Larsen Center at Fairfield and the Coastal Center
at Milford Point. Miley is currently senior director of science
and conservation. As such, he is editor-in-chief of the annual
Connecticut State of the Birds, a report that provides com-
prehensive conservation recommendations for our declining
Connecticut birds. When one thinks of Connecticut Audubon
Society, it’s difficult not to think of Miley as “Mr. Connecticut
Audubon.”

He has also been active in many official state conservation
efforts. He has served on the DEP Endangered Species Advi-
sory Committee. He has chaired the DEP Citizen’s Advisory
Council and the Connecticut Migratory Bird and Conserva-
tion Stamp Committee. He has been a member of the Part-
ner’s in Flight Working Group, and of the Northeast Colonial
Waterbird Working Group.

What, you may ask, does Miley do in his spare time? Yes,
he’s an avid outdoorsman and birdwatcher. His accounts and
stories of his experiences could fill an entire evening. But
many days and evenings he also can be found volunteering
his time in countless town halls or state buildings, eloquently
providing testimony to help preserve the state’s and the
country’s nature, specifically birds and their habitats. How
many of us can claim that?

Miley is also an accomplished leader of nature and bird-

ing tours worldwide. His excellent leadership skills, affable
personality, and sense of humor explain why so many na-
ture buffs and birders are repeat customers of his tours to all
seven continents.
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What do you call a man...

¢ whois a champion of bird and wildlife habitat
conservation

¢ whois an architect and builder of important
nature organizations?

¢ who is an indefatigable spokesman for the

environment?

* whois a seasoned, appreciated tour leader and
educator?

¢ whois a dear friend, an easy-going, likeable
guy?

You call him Milan G. Bull. Please join me in welcoming
this year’s recipient of the Mabel Osgood Wright Award,
Milan G. Bull.

Mark Szantyr photo
Milan Bull’s efforts at Milfrd Point and elsewhere have benefited Connectciut’s
endangered breeding population of Least Terns.
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CONNECTICUT’S NEXT 15 BIRDS

By Nick Bonomo

The autumn/winter of 2006-07 brought a great run of rarities
to Connecticut, from Western Grebe to Painted Bunting to
Ross’s Goose. It was as if the birds had mistaken our fair state
for the likes of Massachusetts or New Jersey, two states that
seem to yield more vagrants annually than Britney Spears
does rehab stints. This extraordinary rash of sightings will

be remembered by birders for years to come. Among the
throngs of rare birds were two species that had never before
been recorded in Connecticut: Calliope Hummingbird and
Lazuli Bunting. These first state records got several birders to
thinking...what’s next?

If you're like me, you think about this every time you take to
the field in search of birds. But even if you aren’t this obses-
sive, the thought has probably crossed your mind at least
once during your birding career. Thirteen experienced Con-
necticut birders attempted to answer that question by sub-
mitting their Top 10 Lists in which they ranked the ten most
likely species to next appear in Connecticut.

The guidelines for such a list were fairly straightforward.
Each person was to submit a list of ten species not yet re-
corded here, according to the state list provided by the Avian
Records Committee of Connecticut. These ten birds were to
be ranked from most likely (worth 10 points) to least likely (1
point). The results were then sorted in two ways: 1) by num-
ber of Top 10 List appearances out of 13, and 2) by number
of points received. A total of 47 species were listed (Table 1);
this article focuses on the Top 15 overall. Many of the partici-
pants found the task to be more challenging than anticipated.
There are just so many possible species that it was difficult to
narrow the list down to ten.

Since the lists were submitted in 2007, two first state records
have already been found: Common Ground-Dove and “Pacif-

ic Slope/Cordilleran” Flycatcher. The dove received just one
48
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vote (nice pick Gallo!), and the flycatcher failed to materialize
on a single list. This goes to show how difficult it is to predict
the future. The purpose of this article is two-fold. First, we
are attempting to compile a list of the most likely candidates
to be added to Connecticut’s list of avifauna in order to alert
birders to their possible future occurrence. Keeping these
species fresh in our minds will only increase the likelihood of
their discovery. Second, we just love the excitement of find-
ing rarities and wanted to put our thoughts and ideas into
written form.

I would like to thank our panel for putting much time and
effort into compiling their lists. Some folks even submitted
comments to support their choices, and these thoughts were
put to use in the paragraphs below. The panel consisted of
these thirteen birders: Nick Bonomo, Milan Bull, Frank Gallo,
Greg Hanisek, Julian Hough, Jay Kaplan, Frank Mantlik,
Edward James Raynor, Dori Sosensky, Mark Szantyr, Daniel
Williams, Glenn Williams, and Joseph Zeranski.

1
Townsend’s Warbler Dendroica townsendi
(13 lists, 117 points)

Greg Hanisek put it best: “So far past due its name ought
to be changed to Metro North.”

This highly migratory western warbler was the only species
to appear on all 13 lists, making it the clear-cut No. 1 favor-
ite. This comes as no surprise, as there are numerous records
from surrounding states. New York has at least 18 records by
itself. Vermont and Connecticut are the only two New Eng-
land states yet to record this species. (Hector Galbraith, pers.
comm.). At least one Townsend’s Warbler is reported in the
Northeast most years, anytime from October through May.
Most birders think of late autumn as the time to find this bird
in Connecticut, and rightfully so, but keep this one in mind
when you're walking the trails at East Rock Park or River
Road in May. It may surprise one to learn that there are many
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spring records for the Northeast, so learn that song!
Identification of this species should be straightfor-

ward given good views, but a birder could easily pass off

a Townsend’s as a Black-throated Green or Blackburnian

Warbler if he or she isn’t aware of this species’ history of

vagrancy. To further complicate things, Townsend’s War-

bler commonly hybridizes with Hermit Warbler where their

breeding ranges overlap in the Pacific Northwest. Any sus-

pected Townsend’s Warbler should be checked for Hermit-

like features.

2
Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii
(11 lists, 68 points)

There are several characteristics of Swainson’s Warbler
that make it a difficult species to identify when out of range.
First, it has a very plain brown-and-white plumage with-
out any eye-popping field marks. Second, its song can be
confused with that of the locally common Louisiana Water-
thrush. On top of that, any birder considers himself lucky
to actually see this species even where it is common in the
southeast U.S. It is infamous for lurking in the shadows of
wet, swampy thickets. When a Swainson’s Warbler is finally
found here, it will probably be a bird that overshot its breed-
ing grounds during spring migration, anytime from mid-
April through May, which happens to be one of the most
popular times of the year for birding. This is the same mecha-
nism that brings us other southern breeders such as Summer
Tanager and Prothonotary, Yellow-throated and Kentucky
Warblers in the spring. New York and Massachusetts each
have multiple records of this drab skulker, and it has been
recorded in Ontario.

3
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri
(10 lists, 70 points)

Rounding out the Top 3 is this Ruby-throat look-alike.
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Hummingbirds of the genus Archilochus (Ruby-throated
and Black-chinned) are notoriously difficult to separate.
Despite this problem, this species received a whole lot of
votes. Why is that? Well, there are three good reasons. First,

" there is precedent. Black-chinned Hummingbird is a regu-
lar vagrant to the eastern United States. Second, increased
awareness about rare hummingbirds has led to more reports
of strange hummers from backyard feeders. Third, and most
convincing in my book, is Mark Szantyr. Mark is a licensed
and dedicated hummingbird bander who annually zig-zags
across Connecticut and beyond to capture, band, identify and
release late-season hummingbirds. So if you have an unusual
hummingbird at your backyard feeder, Archilochus or not,
please give Mark a call...because if he hears one more anec-
dotal reference like “you should have been here when the big
green hummer was around,” he just might lose it folks...Tom
Cruise style.

Julian Hough photo
Little Egret
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4
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
(6 lists, 39 points)

Little Egret has been on the minds of Connecticut birders
for nearly two decades now. A spate of East Coast records be-
gan with the first U.S. documentation of this species at Plum
Island, Mass., in 1989. Since then, Little Egret has appeared
in such states/provinces as Nova Scotia (several), Delaware
(multiple), New Hampshire (multiple), Rhode Island, and
again in Massachusetts (Denny Abbott pers.comm.). Many
expect an upward trend in sightings, as this Old World spe-
cies began to colonize Barbados in the mid 1990s. It has been
hypothesized that the Little Egrets appearing in the North-
east are birds that migrate north from the Caribbean with
Snowy Egrets. Identification can be described as tricky at
best. This has recently been complicated by the regional ap-
pearance of birds identified as either ‘Little x Snowy” hybrids
or abnormal Snowy Egrets. These confusing individuals have
one or two long nuchal plumes, a field mark consistent with
alternate-plumaged Little Egret. In order to nail this identifi-
cation, one has to become familiar with the structural differ-
ences between the two species. If we are diligent in scrutiniz-
ing each and every apparent Snowy Egret we see, we should
turn up a Little Egret sooner or later.

5
California Gull Larus californicus
(6 lists, 28 points)

California Gull edged out Slaty-backed as the first gull on
the list. As with most medium-to-large gulls, identification of
this species is something many birders shy away from. Gulls
are notorious for their plumage variability, especially in
young birds, so a firm knowledge of Herring and Ring-billed
Gulls is key to finding this species in Connecticut.

California Gull breeds no closer to Connecticut than the
Dakotas and Manitoba, and they head southwest to winter
mainly on the west coast. Yet individuals reach the Northeast
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Julian Hough photo
California Gull

each winter with most records coming from the Great Lakes.
For example, New York has over 30 records, mostly along
the Niagara River. Massachusetts and New Jersey each have
multiple accepted records. The prospect of finding this spe-
cies is a fine reason to comb through every gull flock, espe-
cially during the colder months.

6
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
(6 lists, 19 points)

The range of this widespread Old World species includes
much of Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia. While it is quite
rare on our continent, sightings in North America increased
during the 1980s and 90s. Several regional states and prov-
inces have records, and New York has five records including
one bird that attempted to nest with a Black Tern. Since then,
the frequency of sightings has leveled off. The last regional
White-winged Tern occurred in Maine in 2003. If we could go
back 10 years, White-winged Tern probably would have ap-
peared higher than No. 6 on this list. Those birders who did
include it in their Top 10 generally stuck it toward the bottom
of their lists. In fact if we had ranked the species by points
alone, it would have placed tenth overall. Still, every suspect-
The Connecticut Warbler, Vol. 28 No.2, April 2008
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ed Black Tern should be double-checked for this species. This
should be a fairly easy task for Connecticut birders, as Black
Tern is an uncommon bird in its own right!

t7
Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin
(5 lists, 29 points)

When glancing at this species’ range map, one might not
consider it a likely taxon to appear in Connecticut. Allen’s
Hummingbird breeding range is restricted to western Cali-
fornia and southwest Oregon. However, this close relative of
the Rufous Hummingbird has appeared in both New Jersey
(three times) and Massachusetts. It has been increasing in
frequency in the southeastern states, though this could be
partially due to improved banding coverage. Here is where
Mark Szantyr comes into play, again. Separating Archilochus
hummingbirds seems like a walk in the park when compared
to the Rufous/Allen’s problem. In order to confidently iden-
tify an out-of-range Allen’s Hummingbird, the bird should
be caught and measured in-hand. This is the second of four
hummingbird species to receive votes, and several more are
very possible. So be sure to keep up those sugar-water feed-
ers through the Christmas Bird Count season or longer!

t7
Hammond’s Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii
(5 lists, 29 points)

Speaking of identification problems...separating the
western Empidonax flycatchers takes careful study to say the
least. Not only must our own Least Flycatcher be cautiously
eliminated when considering a Hammond’s, but other west-
ern species such as Dusky Flycatcher are incredibly alike. If
you're lucky enough to find an Empidonax flycatcher after
October 1, you should first ask yourself why it isn’t a western
species. In addition to overall coloration, focus on such subtle
features as primary projection, eye ring shape, bill shape and
color, and call note.
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New York, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania each have two
accepted records and Rhode Island has one. If recent regional
sightings are any indication, this is probably the most likely
flycatcher to next appear here, and our panel of voters agrees.
Your best chance of pinning down one of these would be to
bird woodland edges from October through December, that
special time of year that brings us so many western vagrants.

9
Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus
(4 lists, 30 points)

If this article was written five years ago, this bird may
not have received a single vote. Thanks to a rash of sight-
ings in the Northeast over the past few winters, Slaty-backed
Gull actually received the fifth most points overall. Hard to
believe for a species that was not recorded in New England
until 2003!

Mark Szantyr photo
Slaty-backed Gull
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Slaty-backed Gull breeds in northeast Asia and is regu-
lar in western Alaska. It was first seen in the lower 48 states
in the winter of 1983-4, when an adult was documented in
Missouri. Scattered records began to increase in frequency
through the 1990s, with most reports coming from British Co-
lumbia and the Pacific Northwest. Rochester, N.H., got New
England’s first Slaty-backed in 2003. (Stephen Mirick, pers.
comm.). Things really began to change in January 2005 when
California birders began to find this species with regularity at
a large gull roost near San Francisco.

This species is showing no signs of slowing down if the
winter of 2006-7 was any indication, as New York and New
Hampshire each recorded two individuals. During this past
winter (after our Top 10 lists were submitted) things re-
ally got interesting. Massachusetts got into the act when it
recorded its first in the form of three different birds on the
same day, December 23, 2007! Ontario and New York each
held a Slaty-back, which Tom Johnson astutely recognized as
the same bird at both locations, weeks apart. Another one in
Pennsylvania may have even been that very same individual.
(Tom Johnson, pers.comm.).

It should be noted that many of the Slaty-backed Gulls
from the past two years have yet to be reviewed by avian
records committees. This is especially important in regards
to Slaty-backed Gull because it has been known to hybridize
with Glaucous-winged and Vega Gulls in its normal range.
As adults, these hybrid offspring should possess a paler
mantle color than typical mature Slaty-backs. The experts
have yet to determine with certainty what is within the range
of a pure Slaty-backed Gull, so the identification of any paler
individuals may prove to be controversial. That being said,

most Slaty-backed Gulls of recent years have been typical
dark-backed adults.

The likelihood of this species being found in Connecticut
relies heavily on the presence of sizeable gull concentra-
tions. Most regional records have been of birds that forage at
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landfills with several thousand other large gulls. The Wind-
sor-Bloomfield Landfill fits the description of such a location;
up to 4,000 large gulls have been observed there at one time.
However, this landfill may only have another year or two
before it reaches capacity and must be closed. Smaller con-
centrations have been noted in Waterford and in the greater
Hartford area.

10
Garganey Anas querquedula
(4 lists, 18 points)

This bird undoubtedly strikes fear into the hearts of ARCC
members. If/when this species is sighted in Connecticut,
expect a heated debate regarding wild versus captive origin.
A pattern has developed over the years, with most sight-
ings in North America falling between April and June. This
consistency suggests that these birds are indeed wild. Early
autumn birds may simply be overlooked due to the difficulty
of separating eclipse-plumaged teal from one another. Gar-
ganey records have been accepted in Massachusetts (four),
Maine, Vermont, New Jersey, Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick. Look for this bird anywhere teal gather in numbers.
Milford Point is as likely a spot as any.

11
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
(4 lists, 15 points)

This striking and vocal Eurasian shorebird should be
looked for during late fall and winter, when few people
have shorebirds on their minds. Northern Lapwing is a bird
of fields, pastures, meadows and marshes. This preferred
habitat is not unlike that of our Killdeer, and not surprisingly
lapwings will associate with this species after straying to
North America. If one is going to be found in Connecticut, it
will most likely occur at a place with this sort of open habitat,
such as Rocky Hill Meadows or Hammonasset Beach State
Park. Several Atlantic states and provinces have recorded
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Northern Lapwing, but it should be noted that most Cana-
dian records resulted from major Atlantic Ocean storms in
December 1927 and January 1966. Newfoundland is the only
location in North America where this species occurs some-
what regularly. There are very few recent regional sightings,
and only three New England records exist (Maine, Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island). New York, however, has four
accepted records, two of which occurred in the 1990s.

12
Common Murre Uria aalge
(3 lists, 26 points)

This ranking comes as a bit of a shock.  had Common
Murre pegged for a top 5 vote-getter, yet only three birders
included it on their lists! Of the species not yet on the Con-
necticut state list, no other migratory bird’s normal range
comes closer. How close, you ask? Try a mere 40 miles!

For example, mid-winter fishing boats out of Rhode Island
regularly tally double-digit numbers. (Carlos Pedro and Scott
Tsagarakis, pers.comm.).

Jim Zipp photo
Common Murre
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Perhaps the most promising news comes from the north
shore of Massachusetts, where Common Murre has under-
gone a drastic increase. Prior to 1998, the state’s maximum
tally was of merely eight birds. A few double-digit counts
were recorded in 1999. (Marjorie Rines, Pers.comm.). Then
on December 12, 2002, Richard Heil recorded 420 Common
Murres from Andrew’s Point in Rockport. Since then num-
bers have remained high, with two counts of 200+ and sev-
eral over 25 from this location. (Richard Heil, pers.comm.).
Numbers have also increased slightly from Cape Cod sea-
watches. (Blair Nikula, pers.comm.). A New York pelagic in
February 2008 produced 49 murres, a new state high. A trend
seems to be developing.

So why did ten voters decide to exclude Common Murre
from their lists? A vicious cycle is at work here. First of all,
only a handful of people regularly watch Long Island Sound
during winter coastal storms, which is when this species is
most likely to be seen from land. Pelagic birds of any kind are
of relatively rare occurrence in the state, so very few people
put the time and effort into looking for them. With few ob-
servers weathering these storms, even in eastern Connecticut,
many of the seabirds that do occur are probably never seen
by birders. With our lack of “Sound-watching” and winter
boating, I can see why several voters found 10+ species more
likely to be seen and documented in Connecticut. Still, you'd
think one would wash up on a beach somewhere...

13
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva
(3 lists, 17 points)

This species, formerly considered conspecific with Ameri-
can Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica), presents another
difficult identification that is based largely on voice and
structure. There are few local records of this species, but the
identification did not receive the attention it deserved before
the two species were split in the mid 1990s. Consequently,
most eastern records have come over the past 10 years. Here

The Connecticut Warbler, Vol. 28 No.2, April 2008



60 Bonomo

is a quick summary of those sightings: Maine (1911), New
Jersey (2001), Massachusetts (2002), New York (2003), Rhode
Island (reported 2007, under review).

The Pacific Golden-Plover breeds on the Siberian tundra
eastward to Alaska, where it overlaps slightly with American
Golden-Plover. The heart of its winter range lies in southern
Asia and Australia, with smaller numbers wintering along
the United States” west coast. While studies suggest that
interbreeding does not occur between fulva and dominica, a
probable hybrid has been recorded in New Jersey. This just
goes to show that while hybridization in shorebirds is quite
rare, all possibilities should be considered, especially with
out-of-range birds.

14
Redwing Turdus iliacus
(3 lists, 13 points)

The Redwing is an abundant Eurasian thrush closely
related to our American Robin (Turdus migratorius). It breeds
from Greenland east to Siberia and winters in southern
Eurasia and northern Africa. The Greenland population is
currently small but apparently just established in the 1970s,

Bruce Mactavish photo
Redwing
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indicating westward expansion. Since there have been only
about a dozen accepted records in North America, Redwing
is a red letter bird anywhere on our continent. Many of those
sightings have occurred over the past five years in northeast-
ern states and provinces, perhaps reflecting the recent range
expansion. The most likely time to find this species in Con-
necticut is between December and early April. Not surpris-
ingly, Redwings often associate with robins when seen on
this side of the Labrador Sea. So be sure to sort through every
robin in search of this “mega” and, for that matter, Fieldfare
(Turdus pilaris), which received one vote by the panel.

15
Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris
(3 lists, 9 points)

Taking a glance at the Top 15 vote-getters, it shouldn’t
take one very long to realize that our panel comprises sev-
eral “larophiles,” a masochistic group of birders who spend
hours at landfills sorting through gull flocks in search of
nearly unidentifiable rarities. Black-tailed Gull is the third
gull to make the list (that’s one-fifth of the entire Top 15!),
and it happens to be the most easily identifiable gull on the
list. It is also unique in that it may appear in any month of the
year, whereas most rare gulls are seen exclusively during the
winter months. More good news: you may not have to stand
among heaps of trash to find Connecticut’s first. Keep an eye
out for this species anywhere along the coast where it may
be seen with other medium-sized gulls such as Ring-billed
Gulls.

Regional records of Black-tailed Gull include the fol-
lowing: Nova Scotia (May-June 1997), Vermont (Oct 2005),
Massachusetts (July 2004), Rhode Island (summer 1995), New
York (Jan-Feb 1999 and Jan 2001), and New Jersey (Dec 1998).

The Tropical Storm: A Wild Card
No single weather event gets an East Coaster’s blood

pumping more than the threat of a hurricane or tropical
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storm. The devastation and destruction that can accompany
such a ferocious cyclone is certainly enough to keep us from
wishing for landfall. Yet nobody can argue the fact that these
storms give us an exceptional opportunity to glimpse sea-
birds that we would otherwise never see from land in Con-
necticut. While I am not going to delve into the dynamics
and strategies of hurricane birding (let’s save that for another
day), our next tropical storm has the potential to deliver
several first state records in a single day. Consider the possi-
bilities. Band-rumped Storm-petrel, White-tailed Tropicbird,
South Polar Skua, Great Skua. How about Herald Petrel, Red-
billed Tropicbird, Brown Booby, Masked Booby, and Brown
Noddy? None of these species are on the state list, yet all are
possible in the wake of a hurricane.

Each of the birders on the panel is well aware of this possibil-
ity, but only Brown Booby received a vote. Glenn Williams
probably summed up everyone’s thoughts with, “I left off
the southern ‘hurricane birds’ because of the infrequency of
hurricanes and Connecticut’s pelagic limitations. But if and
when another one hits, it may bring multiple state firsts with
4

Table 1. Complete Rankings

Rank Votes Points
1 Townsend’s Warbler 13 117
2 Swainson’s Warbler 11 68
3 Black-chinned Hummingbird 10 70
4 Little 6 39
5 California Gull 6 28
6 White-winged Tern 6 19
t7 . Allen’s 5 29
t7 Hammond’s 5 29
9 i Gull 4 30
10 4 18
11 Northern Lapwing 4 15
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2 Common Murre 3 26
13 Pacific Golden Plover 3 17
14 Red 3 13
15 Black-tailed Gull 3 9
16 Cowbird 2 16
17 Western Meadowlark 2 14
18 Rock Wren 2 13
19 Reddish 2 12
20 Vermillion 2 11
241 White-tailed Kite 2 9
22 Lesser Sand-Plover 2 7
23 Gull 2 6
t24 Black-bellied Duck |2 5
t24 Thrasher 2 5
26 Lewis’ 2 4
27 Great-tailed Grackle 2 2
28 Inca Dove il 9
t29 Murrelet il 8
t29 Swan 1 8
t31 Black-throated 1 Z
t31 Common Ground Dove 1 7
t31 Lesser 1 7
34 Anna’s 1 6
t35 Fieldfare 1 5
t35 Western Wood-pewee 1 5
t37 1 4
t37 Western Reef-heron 1 4
39 Eurasian Kestrel 1 3
t40 Broad-tailed 1 2
t40 Cassin’s Sparrow 1 2
t40 Clark’s Grebe 1 2
t43 Brown 1 1
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t43 Common Chaffinch 1 1

t43 Common Ringed Plover 1 1

t43 Mountain Plover 1 1

7 t43 Swallow | 1 1
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21ST CENTURY BREEDING-SEASON BIRDS
OF ATON FOREST

By Shelley E. Harms, Roland C. Clement and
John P. Anderson, Jr.

Aton Forest is a 1,100-acre preserve in Norfolk and
Colebrook, Conn., at the Massachusetts border, centered on
42.01 degrees N, 73.08 degrees W. At elevations of between
1250 and 1655 feet, it is part of the Berkshire Plateau, and the
northern character of its hardwood forests is quite unusual in
Connecticut.

Over a seven-year period, we have developed a list of
birds known to occur at Aton Forest during the breeding sea-
son. These are Aton Forest’s “breeding-season birds of the
21st century.” We used three different methods to develop
the list. Our methodologies and the different results obtained
by each may be of interest to other large landowners inter-
ested in determining what birds are using their property.

The Aton Forest breeding bird list includes 94 species
(Table 1). The three methods used to create the list are as fol-
lows:

. First are confirmed sightings by researchers at Aton
Forest, in particular bird observations recorded by Roland
Clement when he spent two summer months in 2001 at the
Aton Forest research cabin. Clement’s observations were
concentrated on a large beaver pond and the meadow and
“edge” habitats surrounding the cabin. Clement observed 40
species, and other researchers have added two more to the
list.

° In 2002, Shelley Harms and John Anderson estab-
lished a MAPS (Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survi-
vorship) station at Aton Forest near the beaver pond. The
MAPS station contains two habitat types, one of the northern
hardwoods - red oak, yellow birch, beech and sugar maple
with a floor of ferns; the other a higher and drier habitat
dominated by hemlock, with sparse ground cover. The
MAPS methodology involves seven mornings at the site,
from June — August, during which Harms and her interns

66
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monitor 12 mist nets. The birds captured are banded and
measured, and all bird species seen or heard at the station
during the 7 hours of each session are recorded. In six years
at the MAPS station, 69 species have been observed and indi-
viduals from 37 of these species have been captured.

. Also in 2002, Harms and Anderson began doing
point counts covering large portions and all habitat types of
Aton Forest. Three transect lines crossing Aton Forest were
established, known as the North, Middle and South lines.

A total of 31 points were established at 200-meter intervals
along the lines. By mapping these points on a forest cover/
age map, Anderson has shown that the points are located in
11 different habitats: Red Oak/Mixed Hardwoods of three
different ages, White Pine/Hemlock/Mixed Hardwoods

of two different ages, Mixed Hardwoods age 60-80+ years,
Open Water/Marsh /Shrub/Swamp, Northern Hardwoods
of two different age classes, Hemlock age 60-80+ years, and
Hemlock/Northern Hardwoods, age 40-60+ years. Harms
and Anderson traversed these lines at least once each year
from 2002 - 2006, and recorded the birds seen or heard dur-
ing 10-minute intervals at each point. In 2007, John Ander-
son traversed these lines and recorded the birds with Robert
Mueller. In seven years of point counts, 84 species have been
observed.

Obviously, the sum of the three methods is greater
than any one of them. None accounts for all 94 species of
birds observed at Aton Forest during the breeding season
over the past six years.

Point counts, which cover the greatest variety of habi-
tats, come closest to the total, with 84 species. Limitations of
point counts are that they have generally occurred only early
in the season, and only in the morning hours. Also, the point
count methodology only allows the observer to remain sta-
tionary for 10 minutes, while the other methods allow more
sustained time periods for observation. The advantages of
point counts are that this type of study does yield the most
species, and it allows us to determine relative abundance and
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habitat utilization.

The MAPS study observations closely parallel the
point counts. Only one species, Spotted Sandpiper, was ob-
served during MAPS but not during point counts. The total
number of species observed during the MAPS study, 69, is
less than the number observed during point counts, probably
because the MAPS station covers two habitats as opposed
to the point counts’ 11. However, the MAPS study has the
advantage of certainty, particularly when a bird is captured.
The interplay of MAPS with the point counts has helped us
refine and verify our list of breeding-season birds. MAPS
also yields more detailed information for confirming that a
species is breeding at Aton Forest (e.g., presence of a brood
patch, capture of juveniles, etc.). Furthermore, the MAPS
data we collect becomes part of the continent-wide MAPS
study that contributes larger-scale knowledge to the field of
ornithology.

Clement and other researchers contributed eight
species not observed in either MAPS or the point counts.
Clement in particular, with 40 recorded species, observed
six species not included in either the MAPS or point count
studies. Clement’s observations were more sustained, and
included observations during afternoon and evening hours
that were not covered by MAPS or the point counts. This,
along with the fact that he spent more time on a wetland,
may account for the fact that Clement recorded birds such as
Great Horned Owl, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser
and Green Heron that have not been observed during either
MAPS or point counts. Clement also noted observations of
breeding and other behavior. Thus, the value of the reliable
observer cannot be overstated.

In addition to recording the presence of a species
of bird, each type of monitoring study helps to add to our
knowledge of which birds are actually breeding at Aton For-
est, which birds use which particular habitats, what is the
relative abundance of each species, and more. As the years
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progress, we will be able to monitor trends. Our list of birds
will continue to grow and become more nuanced as the 21st
century progresses.

Table 1. Aton Forest breeding-season birds and methods of
detection.
* = captured in mist net

Source
Clement & MAPS Point
Aton Forest Birds Researchers Counts

1. Canada X X X
2. Wood duck X X X
3. Mallard X X

4. American black duck X
5. Common X

6. Hooded X

7. Ruffed X

8. Wild X X
9. Great blue heron X X X
10. Green heron X

11. vulture X X X
12. Cooper’s hawk X X* X
13. Northern X

14. Red-shouldered hawk X
15. hawk X
16. Red-tailed hawk X X
17. Spotted sandpiper X

18. American woodcock X X
19. Mourning dove X X X
20. Black-billed cuckoo X X
21. Yellow-billed cuckoo X
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"22. Great horned owl X

23. Barred owl X X
24. swift X
25. hummingbird X X* X
26. Belted kingfisher X X X
27. Red-bellied woodpecker X

28. Yellow-bellied sapsucker X X* X
29. woodpecker X* X
30. woodpecker X X* X
31. Northern flicker X X X
32. Pileated woodpecker X " X
33. Eastern wood pewee X X* X
34. Acadian X
35. Alder X
36. Willow X
37. Least X R
38. Eastern X x* X
39. Great crested X X
40. Eastern kingbird X X X
41. Yellow-throated vireo X X X
42. Blue-headed vireo X B nuX
43. Warbling vireo X
44. vireo X X* X
45. Blue 2 X
46. American crow X X
47. Common raven X X ' X
48. Tree swallow X X X
49. Barn swallow J X
50. Black-capped chickadee X* X
51. Tufted titmouse X* X
52. White-breasted nuthatch CX* X
53. Brown creeper X X* X
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54. Winter wren X& X
55. gnatcatcher X
56. X* X
57. Hermit thrush X X
58. Wood thrush x* X
59. American robin X* X
60. catbird X* X
61. Cedar X X
62. warbler X
63. Nashville warbler

64. Northern parula X
65. Yellow warbler X X
66. Chestnut-sided warbler X* X
67. Magnolia warbler X X
68. Black-throated blue warbler X* X
69. Yellow-rumped warbler X* X
70. Black-throated green warbler X X
71. Blackburnian warbler xX* X
72. Black and white warbler x* X
73. American redstart X* X
74. Worm-eating warbler X X
75. Ovenbird x* X
76. Northern waterthrush X
77. Common X* X
78. Canada warbler X X
79. Scarlet tanager x* X
80. Eastern towhee X* X
81. Chipping sparrow X* X
82. Song sparrow X* X
83. Swamp sparrow b5 X
84. Dark-eyed junco X X
85. Northern cardinal X X
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86. X
87. Rose-breasted grosbeak X X X
88. Bobolink X X
89. blackbird X X X
90. Common X X X
91. Brown-headed cowbird X Xe X
92. Baltimore oriole X X* X
93. finch X X
94. American goldfinch X X X

Shelley E. Harms is a licensed bird bander who has conducted
MAPS and point count studies at Aton Forest from 2002 - 2007.

Roland C. Clement is a former vice president of the National Audu-
bon Society and the author of several books about birds. Clement
was also the first president of COA.

John P. Anderson, Jr. is the executive director of Aton Forest, Inc.
and the Aton Forest Research Fellow.

All three are members of the Board of Directors of Aton Forest, Inc.
The help of bird bander Ronald V. Harms, Aton Forest, Inc. Direc-
tor Robert Mueller, and interns Caroline Becker, Katharine Becker,
Kai Reed, Janice Becker, and Daniel Torrey is gratefully acknowl-
edged. Researchers who are interested in learning more about Aton
Forest and opportunities for study should contact Anderson at
contact@atonforest.org.



BOOKS ON BIRDS

By Alan Brush

Peterson, Roger Tory 2007 All Things Reconsidered. My Birding
Adventures. Xii+354 pg. Houghton Mifflin, New York. $14.95
(pb). ISBN 9-780618-926152.

This volume is a collection of essays RTP* wrote for
Birder Watchers Digest and is edited by Bill Thompson III. It
includes essays published from 1984 to 1996. Peterson died
in 1996 so some presumably were published posthumously,
but they cover aspects of his entire life and career. They are
historically significant as considerable autobiographical ma-
terial is included. There are very few images, which show-
cases Peterson’s capacities as a writer. The text is lively, the
topics diverse and the contents rich. The book is fascinating
and fun to read, in great measure because it feels so personal.
The tales weave their way through RTPs very public life and
produce the sense of his pleasure in recounting events and
various people who influenced his life. History accentuates
his accomplishments. He was clearly more than one of the
world’s leading birdwatchers. By the way, Chapter 2 presents
his taxonomy of the categories of those who enjoy this de-
lightful activity (e.g., ornithologists, twitchers, listers, etc.).
Thompson has carefully selected essays representative of
RTPs broad contributions and his adventures with the fa-
mous and the not-so-famous. The collection manages to
demonstrate his contributions to field identification, art, con-
servation, and as a photographer and educator. RTP traveled
broadly and graphically recounts many of these adventures,
especially regarding birds and birders. There is no mention of
a life list, but he does recount how he became involved in art.
While famous for his inventiveness in field guide art, he was
a world-class wildlife artist and he recounts his indebtedness
to many of the major bird artists of the 20th century.

Two biographies of Peterson have appeared. The first in 1977
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The World of Roger Tory Peterson—An Authorized Biog-
raphy, by John Delvin & Grace Naismith was published by
NYTimes Books (ISBN 0-8129-0694-2) and the more recent
(2007) by Douglas Carlson Roger Tory Peterson: A Biography
published in the Mildred Wyatt-World Series in Ornithology
(ISBN 978-0-292-71680-3). The material in All Things Recon-
sidered nicely bridges the gap between the two. More impor-
tantly, it is in Peterson’s own words, which provides insights
into his personality not otherwise available. The essays,
organized chronologically, reflect a broad view of his life. He
writes with verve and humor about his youth, growing-up,
becoming an artist, his adventures and especially the folks he
knew. This makes the book both informative and entertain-

ing.

For a good part of his life RTP was a Connecticut resident. In
“An Update from the Cedars” he reminisces about life here
and begins with the question “Why do I live in Connecti-
cut?” The reasons, of course, are many. Some significant,
some mundane. He does take time to describe many of the
changes in the local wildlife over the 40 years or so he was in
residence. The effect is telling, as his words are so relevant to
the awareness of conservation that dominated his life. RTP
was from the school that captured birds with binoculars, not
with a gun. But he was rooted in the old school of birders
who wanted to spend time with one bird, rather than iden-
tify it, mark the list, and begin looking for the next one. He
observed intensely as he transformed the field identification
of birds.

Peterson published his first field guide in 1934. This event
enabled people without special training to identify birds,
and as a consequence he popularized bird-watching and
nature study. A Field Guide to the Birds, a phenomenon
for Houghton Mifflin, now is a series with over 50 titles. On
the order of 20 million copies have been published. Peterson
used his painting and writing to support efforts in conser-
vation, increase public awareness of wildlife, and advance
various efforts that have yielded new information on bird
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distribution, times of occurrence, populations and habitat. He
died just at the start of the widespread public awareness of
global climate change. Nevertheless, he was well aware, and
involved with, the effects on bird numbers of DDT, ozone
depletion, the greenhouse effect, and habitat change. Clearly
a spokesperson for conservation, in one of his essays RTP
recounts seeing an Ivory-Billed Woodpecker in May 1942.

He was in the Singer Tract only a few months after Tanner’s
notable study and probably saw the same birds. No photos
were mentioned.

This book was a pleasure to read. I met Peterson only once.
He was chair at the session of the annual meeting of the
American Ornithologists” Union when I gave my first paper
at a national meeting. I don’t think I impressed him, but then
I never asked. What is important is his ability to express feel-
ing the ‘gestalt’ of being in the field; or wondering why birds
do what they do and where they do it: and then capturing it
elegantly in a painting.

* These initials are used here as that seems to be the way

most folks referred to him. It in no way is meant to be disre-
spectful.
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NOTES ON BEHAVIOR, STATUS AND
DISTRIBUTION

A Predator By Any Other Name

Herons are best-known for their ability to catch fish, frogs
and other creatures of wetland habitats, but like most preda-
tors they are superb opportunists. Paul Fusco knew a good
opportunity when he saw one as well. He quickly snapped
the photograph above when an American Bittern arose from
the marsh grasses at Hammonasset State Pak in Madison on
24 Aug 2007. That’s a large vole in its bill.

A Piece of the Migration Puzzle
On 15 Aug 2007 Frank Mantlik observed a color-banded
shorebird that he identified as a Semipalmated Sandpiper

at Grace Salmon Park along the Saugatuck River in West-
port. The upper left leg had a lime green flag with the nota-
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tion PK3. The upper right leg had an aluminum band. After
inquiries he directed a report to Lesley-Anne Howes , a bird
banding biologist with the Canadian Wildlife Service. She
was able to learn from Patti Hodgetts, a research associate
with New Jersey Audubon Society, that the bird was banded
on 3 June 2007 at Money Island, N.]J., on Delaware Bay near
Fortesque.

Unusual Northern Shrike Feeding Habits

The winter of 2007-08 was one to remember for finches.
Another species that made an invasion was the Northern
Shrike. In Hartford County, shrikes seemed to be found
in every farm field along the Farmington and Connecticut
rivers. Shrikes were even found in residential neighbor-
hoods and golf courses. This winter’s invasion allowed me
to closely observe and learn about this species’ interesting
hunting habits.

Typically perched atop a tall tree or shrub, the Northern
Shrike always appears to be harmless and non-predatory. But
when a small bird or rodent moves into striking range, it will
reveal its true nature and pursue prey in a relentless fashion.
This season, I had the opportunity to observe two shrike kills
involving an American Goldfinch and American Tree Spar-
row. Both of these birds were captured after an intense chase.
Shrikes reportedly grab birds in flight with their powerful
feet and kill their prey by biting through the nape.

There were other times that I found shrikes to be hunting
in a more uncharacteristic manner. One morning while bird-
ing in the Farmington Meadows, I came upon a large thicket
that I thought might be good for sparrows. I didn’t find any
sparrows, but I did hear a bird buried deep in the tangles
that sounded like a Carolina Wren or Northern Mocking-
bird. To my surprise, the songster in the bush turned out to
be a Northern Shrike! I have since learned that shrikes can
navigate a thicket quite easily by hopping on the ground or
among branches for small birds or mammals. They will even
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Paul Fusco photo
Here’s an immature Northern Shrike that was part of the invasion.

use wing flashes to flush prey from cover just as mocking-
birds do. The shrike that had just popped out of the tangle in
front of me quickly flew to another thicket a hundred yards
away and disappeared into it. I was starting to realize that
shrikes hunt just as easily from within a thicket as they do
from the top of one.

I also noted an adult shrike catching voles at my backyard
feeder and another bird picking at a road killed gray squir-
rel. There was even a kestrel-like moment in South Windsor
when one shrike hovered over a field for a few moments as it
looked for food.

The Northern Shrike’s ability to adjust to different hunting
situations makes it one of North America’s most proficient
predators. This year I found the shrikes” hunting habits to be
much more versatile than I had ever imagined.

Paul Cianfaglione



CONNECTICUT FIELD NOTES

Autumn, August 1 through November 30, 2007
By Greg Hanisek

Geese continue on a boom cycle. There were nine Greater
White-fronted Goose and six Cackling Goose reports for the
season. A Barnacle Goose returned to Newtown on Nov. 2
(LBr). The first two Blue-winged Teal were noted Aug. 17 at
Sherwood Island State Park in Westport (FM); high counts
were 10 on Aug. 29 at Lord Cove in Old Lyme (HG) and
12 in Meriden on Sept. 29 (ABa). A Redhead visited Bristol
Reservoir No. 7 on Oct. 27 (PCa). Seven Common Eider for
the season included three that flew by Cove Island Park in
Stamford on Oct. 8 (PDu). Six Surf Scoters dropped in at
Bantam Lake in Litchfield on Oct. 11 (MD). A White-winged
Scoter was unseasonable Sept. 9 at Sandy Point (JHo). A nice
flock of 41 Black Scoters hit Batterson Pond, Farmington, on
Oct. 25 (PCi). A male Barrow’s X Common Goldeneye hybrid
was found Nov. 25 off Seaside Park, Bridgeport (BF). Bristol
Reservoir held c. 560 Ruddy Ducks on Oct. 30 (PCa).

Bruce Finnan photo
A hybrid goldeneye, Nov 25 at Seaside Park, Bridgepoert.
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A walk through woods
in Barkhamsted and Hart-
land on Aug. 13 flushed four
Ruffed Grouse, a species
in steep decline in the state
(PCa). A flight of 150 Com-
mon Loons on Oct 9 over
Lighthouse Point in New
Haven also included 220
Double-crested Cormorants
(BBa); 940 Double-crested
Cormorants passed Light-
house on Oct. 26 (DC). A
staging flock of 25 Pied-billed
Grebes was on North Farms
Reservoir, Wallingford, on
Oct. 30 (SG). The first of just
five Red-necked Grebes for
the season was at Bantam
Lake, Litchfield, on Oct. 6
(JE). An adult American
White Pelican was seen fly-
ing over the Saugatuck River
in Westport on Aug. 8 (BG)
and again the next day flying
over Cockenoe Island, West-
port (AH).

American Bittern reports
numbered 14 for the sea-
son. We continue to do well
with this species in fall and
winter, when there seems to
be significant use of coastal
marshes. A late Least Bittern
was in Old Lyme on Oct. 31
(HG). A major flight of 212
Great Blue Herons passed
over Lighthouse Point on

Oct. 9 (BBa); the night before
34 were observed leaving
Long Beach, Stratford, and
flying west (FM). Single
Little Blue Herons were
unusual inland at the UConn
campus in West Hartford on
Aug. 8 (DLu) and at Cem-
etery Pond, Litchfield, from
Sept. 21-Oct. 6 (DRo et al.).
Watch Rock in Old Lyme
held two Tricolored Herons
on Aug. 17 (HG). One Cattle
Egret for the season was at
Cove Island, Stamford, on
Nov. 4 (DV).

The peak of the Broad-
winged Hawk flight was
Sept. 16, when Quaker Ridge
in Greenwich had 4,800
(BBi). A full account of the
statewide hawk flight will
appear in a future issue. A
good concentration of at least
16 American Kestrels was at
Bradley International Airport
in Windsor Locks on Sept.

15 (RTe). At least 25 Soras
were seen and more heard
Sept. 27 in coves in the lower
Connecticut River (HG),
with 15 the same day at high
tide at Milford Point (MB).
The earliest report was from
Stratford on Aug. 13 (RPe).
The season’s only Common
Moorhen was at Station 43
on Oct. 14 (JK). Four Sand-



hill Cranes were seen in
Canaan on Aug. 23 (JR). This
is not far from the reported
breeding area in Massachu-
setts, and the general area
has produced a number of
multiple-bird sightings in re-
cent years. A single flew over
Quaker Ridge, Greenwich,
on Nov. 7 (BBi et al.).

The first of about 20
American Golden Plovers
for the season was at Sandy
Point on Aug. 7 (CL, LBa);
the last was at McKinney Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Strat-
ford, on Nov. 6 (CB). Sandy
Point held 350 Semipalmated
Plovers on Aug. 6 (TA), and
350 were at McKinney on
Aug. 20 (FM). Migrant Up-
land Sandpipers appeared at
Sherwood Island on Aug. 8
(LT) and at Rocky Hill Mead-
ows on Aug. 13 (PCi). Five
Whimbrel flew by Sandy
Point on Sept. 11 (NB). Single
Hudsonian Godwits were at
Sandy Point on Sept. 3 (BA et
al.), a fly-by at Cove Island in
Stamford Sept. 10 (PDu) and
a lame bird at HBSP on Nov.
11-12 (ER et al.). Marbled
Godwits were at Milford
Point on Aug. 5 (NB) and at
Sandy Point from Aug. 9-19
(BD, PF et al.).

FieLp NoTES 81

Grace Salmon Park in
Westport, a place that re-
ceived little birder atten-
tion in the past, held 2,500
Semipalmated Sandpipers
on Aug. 15 (FM). A high of
15 Western Sandpipers on
Sept. 2 at Milford Point was
a good number for the state
(FM); reports of at least 35 for
the season were higher than
usual and included an inland
bird Aug. 11 at drawn-down
Colebrook Reservoir (PCa).
The first White-rumped
Sandpiper was at Milford
Point on Aug. 5 (NB). A total
of 16 Baird’s Sandpiper’s for
the season included a high of
five on Sept. 12 at Rocky Hill
Meadows (JSz) and late ones
at McKinney Wildlife Refuge,
Stratford, on Oct. 21 (JHo)
and at HBSP on Oct. 23(JSz).
Rocky Hill Meadows held 16
Pectoral Sandpipers on Aug.
11 (PCi). Two Dunlin were
inland Oct 11 at Station 43 in
South Windsor (DM). A Stilt
Sandpiper, one of seven for
the season, was a good in-
land find Sept. 11 at Nepaug
Reservoir in New Hartford
(PCi). Rocky Hill Meadows
attracted the first of 15 Buff-
breasted Sandpipers for the
season on Aug. 22 (ER), with
a high of six on Sept. 8 (JH,
PCo). A good flight of Short-
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Mark Jankura photo

An immature Parasitic Jaeger, Oct. 12 at Lighthouse Point.

billed Dowitchers in early
August produced unusually
high counts, including 350 at
Milford Point on Aug. 4 (LT).
This group included at least
six of the hendersoni subspe-
cies. A juvenile was inland
Aug. 29-30 at Mansfield
Hollow Reservoir (TA). A
half-dozen reports of Long-
billed Dowitcher included
one inland bird on Oct. 3-6 at
Great Pond in Simsbury (JMe
etal.).

Three Parasitic Jaegers
for the season solidifies this
species’ trend from less-than-

annual to rare-but-regular

in Long Island Sound: one
harassing Laughing Gulls off
Greenwich Point on Sept. 10
(BO); an immature off Light-
house Point on Sept. 12 (DB,
M]J et al.); and one passing
Shippan Point, Stamford,

on Oct. 25 (PDu). About

700 Laughing Gulls were

off Shippan Point on Nov. 3
(GH). A juvenile Bonaparte’s
Gull made an early inland
appearance Aug. 10 at Bat-
terson Pond, Farmington,
(PCi). An adult Caspian Tern
trailed by a begging juvenile
flew by Cove Island, Stam-



ford, on Sept. 7 (PDu), and
two were at HBSP on Sept.
25 (GN) and Oct. 6 (JCo). A
Sandwich Tern found July
31 at the mouth of the Hou-
satonic River was still pres-
ent Aug. 1 at Short Beach,
Stratford (CB et al.). The best
count of Roseate Terns was
eight on Aug. 4 at Griswold
Point, Old Lyme (NB). Eight
late Common Terns were
with 36 Forster’s Terns off
Stamford on Nov. 3 (PDu),
and two were in Westport
Nov. 8 with 60 Forster’s
Terns (LT). Black Tern gener-
ated just five reports, all in
August and all coastal. A late
Black Skimmer was at Green-
wich Point on Oct. 21 (SB)

The White-winged Dove
that first appeared in Febru-
ary at a Branford feeder was
still present Sept. 16 (DLo).
A Common Ground-Dove,
a first state record and easily
the bird of the season, was
identified and photographed
Oct. 22 at a feeding station
set up in an industrial area/
landfill in East Haven (JZi,
DS et mult. al.). It was pres-
ent to at least Nov. 22. A late
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at
Millstone Point, Waterford,
on Nov. 5 (DP), and a cuckoo
sp., probably Black-billed,
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was at Lighthouse Point on
Nov. 9 (L] et al.). The only
Barn Owl report came from
Lighthouse Point on Oct. 27
(RDo). Five reports of Short-
eared Owl included one
inland at Southbury Training
School on Nov. 12 (RB, NC).
Migrating flocks of Common
Nighthawks were reported
throughout the state Aug. 24-
28. The largest flocks report-
ed were in the 100-to-150-
range, unlike recent years
when a number of bigger
flocks were noted. We have
very little information about
the back end of Whip-poor-
wills” presence in the state, so
one calling Sept. 5 in Somers
was worth noting (GG).

The best count of Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds was
41 on Sept. 4 at Lighthouse
Point (GH). A sub-adult Ru-
fous Hummingbird first seen
on Oct. 8 in Mystic eventu-
ally settled in at a feeder
and remained into February
(GW). Single Selasphorus
were seen in Willington in
mid-October (CEl) and in
Tolland in early Novem-
ber (MSz). An unidentified
hummingbird in Thompson
was last seen on Nov. 24
(JA). Only four Red-headed
Woodpeckers for the season
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statewide was far below nor-
mal. Lighthouse Point, which
usually records a number of
multiple-bird days, had an
amazing zero birds for the
entire autumn. Bluff Point in
Groton recorded 400 North-
ern Flickers on Sept. 24 (FM)

The first of seven Ol-
ive-sided Flycatcher reports
came from Greenwich Audu-
bon Center on Aug. 13 (TG).
The first of 11 Yellow-bellied
Flycatchers was at Bakerville
Swamp in New Hartford on
Aug. 20 (PCa); five were in a
morning flight at Bluff Point
on Sept. 1 (GW et al.). West-
ern Kingbirds were at Light-
house Point on Oct. 20 (DB)
and at Bakerville Swamp
Nov. 4-14 (BDetal.).Ina
significant movement with
swallows on Aug. 26, a count
of 240 Eastern Kingbirds was
made at Greenwich Point
(MSa). A late individual was
at Barn Island, Stonington,
on Oct. 28 (NB). A good
Northern Shrike flight, be-
ginning with one on Oct. 24
in Litchfield (RBe), produced
at least 16 reports.

Hidden in plain sight
among the massive six-
figure Phragmites roost of
Tree Swallows in August

and early September in the
lower Connecticut River is
a significant concentration
of Purple Martins. HG has
been observing the birds
coming in at dusk for several
years and took GH outina
boat on Aug. 6 in an attempt
to quantify them. From an
anchored vantage point near
the roost, they estimated 300
to 400 martins. HG’s addi-
tional visits suggest the peak
number may approach 1,000.
A Northern Rough-winged
Swallow was found at the
sewer plant next to East
Shore Park, New Haven, on
the late date of Nov. 10 (NB).
The number gradually grew
to four, which stayed there
through the end of the period
(m.ob.) and deep into winter.
The first two Cave Swal-
lows appeared on Nov. 7 at
Milford Point (DV). Light-
house Point birds were: one
on Nov. 9 (DC), one on Nov.
11 (SMa), three on Nov. 16
(DS), one on Nov. 19 (GH)
and one on Nov. 23(DC et
al.). Three settled in at the
sewer plant next to East
Shore Park, New Haven, on
Nov. 10 and stayed through
the period (NB et al.). Others
included one in Southport
on Nov. 17 (ER); one in East
Haven on Nov. 23 (DS); and



two at HBSP on Nov. 23 (JHo
et al.). A Barn Swallow was
seen on Nov. 9 at HBSP (NB).

A good Black-capped
Chickadee fight brought
350 to Bluff Point on Sept.
24 (FM), 300 to Lighthouse
Point on Oct. 1 and 840 to
Lighthouse on Oct. 2 (BBa).
A flurry of Red-breasted
Nuthatch reports Aug. 13-15
marked the beginning of
what developed into a major
flight, with birds reported
from all parts of the state
and settling in at feeders. In
early September, morning
flights at Bluff Point pro-
duced several counts in the
20-to-40 range (GW et al.). A
very heavy pre-dawn flight
of Veeries was reported Aug.
16 from Woodbury (RN).
There were c. 30 reports of
Swainson’s Thrush and 18 of
Gray-cheeked (sp) Thrush. A
Wood Thrush was on the late
side Oct. 8 at New Canaan
Nature Center (FG).

The only Golden-winged
Warbler detected on mi-
gration was at Greenwich
Point on Sept. 12 (JWe). Four
reports of Orange-crowned
Warblers came from Win-
chester on Oct. 7 (DRo), Cove
Island, Stamford, on Oct. 21

FieLD NOTES 85

(PDu), East Haven on Oct. 22
(JZi) and Quaker Ridge on
Oct. 28 (BO). Just three Cape
May Warblers were reported:
Aug. 24 in Winchester (DRo),
Aug 27 in Harwinton (PCa)
and Sept. 13 at Lighthouse
Point (ER). The only Ken-
tucky Warbler report came
from a Bolton yard on Aug.
20 (EHr). The first of six Con-
necticut Warbler reports was
from Cove Island on Sept.

13 (PDu). The first of seven
Mourning Warbler reports
came from Milford Point

on Aug. 11 (CW). Notable
flights at Bluff Point includ-
ed: Sept. 13: more than 1,000
warblers of 18 species includ-
ing 114 Am Redstarts (CEl);
Sept. 16: more than 1,000 of
16 species (NB); and Sept. 24:
c. 700 of 10 species including
30+ Blackpoll Warblers (FM).

Bluff Point recorded 45
Scarlet Tanagers on Sept. 24
(FM). Clay-colored Sparrow
produced easily the highest
seasonal total ever for the
state, with at least 15 report-
ed. The first was on Sept. 5
in Greenwich (BBi); all were
singles except for two on Oct.
5 at Maricostas Preserve in
Washington (PSt) and two
at Lighthouse Point on Nov.
6 (DB). The first two Savan-
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nah (Ipswich) Sparrows were
at Milford Point on Nov. 10
(FG). Three Grasshopper
Sparrows for the season were
noteworthy for a species
seldom detected away from
breeding areas; singles were
at Keeney Cove, Glaston-
bury, on Sept. 29 (ADa et

al.); at McKinney National
Wildlife Refuge in Stratford
on Oct. 8 (CB); and at Silver
Sands State Park, Milford,

on Oct. 23 (ER, JCa). The

first Nelson’s Sharp-tailed
Sparrow was at Long Beach,

Stratford, on Sept. 18 (CB),
with a high of 20 there on
Oct. 24 (PCo). A state-record
25 Lincoln’s Sparrows were
in Glastonbury Meadows on
Sept. 30 (ADa).

An adult Harris’s Spar-
row was found Nov. 3 at
Allen’s Meadow, Wilton
(LT et al.). It was present
through Nov. 6 and well-
photographed. An adult
White-crowned Sparrow
of the western gambelii
race was found Oct. 10 in

Walter Duncan photo

A gambelii White-crowned Sparrow, Oct. 10 in Wilton.



Wilton (LT), with another
reported the next day in
New Haven (MA). There
was a very heavy and
widespread movement of
White-crowneds Oct. 15 -25,
including 30 at one site in
East Haven on Oct. 17 (DS).
Three Lapland Longspurs
were early arrivals Sept. 29
at Milford Point (DV). Five
Blue Grosbeaks for the sea-
son were singles at Allen’s
Meadow in Wilton on Sept.

7 and on Oct 26 (LT), Smith
Richardson Sanctuary in
Westport on Oct. 9-13 (ER et
al.); Cove Island, Stamford,
on Oct. 19 (PDu), and HBSP
on Nov. 4, a record late date
(CT). Nine reports of Dickcis-
sel were below recent totals,
mainly because fewer were
noted as flyovers at the hawk
watches. Bobolink flights at
Lighthouse Point included
835 on Sept. 9 (SMa). A post-
breeding group of 20 Boat-
tailed Grackles was at Strat-
ford Great Meadows Aug. 20
(FG). By early September the
flock totaled 28 birds (m.ob.).

One Pine Grosbeak,
a herald of a good winter
flight, was in Goshen Nov. 18
(NB, DS). By mid-September
migrating Purple Finches
were widespread and con-
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spicuous. The peak flight
days at Lighthouse Point
were 600+ on Oct. 15 and

¢. 500 on Oct. 22, with sev-
eral days of 200+ into early
November (GH et al.). House
Finch numbers seem to be
recovering after the popula-
tion crash tied to conjunc-
tivitis. Lighthouse Point is
one of the few places where
movements of this species
are easily detected: 750 were
noted on Oct. 15 followed
by 1,400 on Oct. 22 (GH et
al.). The precursor of a flight
that built into December,

an immature Red Crossbill
visited a feeder in Stratford
Aug. 31-Sept. 1 (LM). A total
of 27 were reported at scat-
tered locations, primarily in
November. The only White-
winged Crossbill reported
was in Barkhamsted on Nov.
4 (FZ). Beginning Nov 12, a
significant Common Redpoll
flight brought flocks to all
parts of the state, including
a few in the 50 to 100 range.
Many flocks numbered 20

to 40. The first Pine Siskin
was reported Sept. 23 in
Barkhamsted (FZ), followed
by a steady flight involv-
ing small flocks and feeder
visitors through the season.
The first Evening Grosbeak
was reported Sept. 16 in
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West Hartland (PCa). The
flight built though the season
with reports of at least 100 in
primarily single-digit-sized

flocks. The largest flock re-
ported was 15 on Nov. 30 in
West Hartland (PCa).

Mark Szantyr photo

Purple Finches staged a major autumn flight.

Observers - Jayne Amico,
Ralph Amodei, Tim Anta-
naitis, Mark Aronson, Bill
Asteriades, Renee Baade, Jim
Bair (JBa), Bill Banks (BBa),
Leon Barkman (LBr), Charles
Barnard, Aaron Barriger
(ABa), Dan Barvir, Larry
Bauscher (LBa), Steve Beal,
Joe Bear (JBe), Ray Belding
(RBe), Brian Bielfelt (BBi),
Joan Becker (JBk), Richard
Becker (RBk), Nick Bonomo,
Andy Brand (ABr), Milan
Bull, Kevin Burgio, Dana

Campbell, Jay Carlisle (JCa),
Paul Carrier (PCa), Paul
Cianfaglione (PCi), Carolyn
Cimino, Linda Clancy, Jan
Collins (JCl1), Patrick Comins
(PCo), Jerry Connolly (JCo),
Neil Currie, Andrew Dasing-
er (ADa), Buzz Devine, Paul
Desjardins (PDe), Angela
Dimmitt (ADi), Robert Dixon
(RDi), Randy Domina (RDo),
Mike Doyle, Jim Dugan,
Patrick Dugan (PDu), Carl
Ekroth (CEk), Ken Elkins,
Chris Elphick (CEl), Les
Ernhout, John Eykelhoff,



Bruce Finnan, Paul Fusco,
Frank Gallo, Shari Gaurino,
Rich Gedney, Bob Gerbe,
Ted Gilman, Ken Goldsmith,
Hank Golet, George Grant,
Lorraine Gunderson, Ed
Hagen (EHa), A.J. Hand,
Greg Hanisek, Ernie Har-

ris (EHr), Roy Harvey, Ted
Hendrickson (THe), Phil
Henson, Fran Holloway,
Tom Holloway (THo), Julian
Hough (JHo), Jim Hunter
(JHu), Lynn James, Mark
Jankura, Jay Kaplan, Len
Kendall, Brian Kleinman,
Steve Kotchko (SKo), Scott
Kruitbosch (SKr), Donna Lo-
rello (DLo), Chris Loscalzo,
Don Lukaszek (DLu), Rick
Macsuga, Frank Mantlik,
Linda Mantlik, John Marshall
(JMr), Shaun Martin (SMr),
John Maynard (JMa), Steve
Mayo (SMa), Flo McBride,
Janet Mehmel (JMh), Jamie
Meyers (JMe), Mike Moccio
(MMo), Marty Moore (MMr),
Don Morgan, Russ Naylor,
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Gina Nichol, John Ogren,
Ann Orrsillo, Brian O’Toole,
Ron Pelletier (RPe), Roger
Preston (RPr), Bev Propen,
Dave Provencher, E] Raynor,
Jared Riva, Arne Rosengren,
Dave Rosgen (DRo), Dean
Rupp (DRu), Phil Rusch,
Meredith Sampson (MSa),
Tom Sayers, John Schwarz
(JSz), Penny Solum (PSo),
Dori Sosensky, Charla Spec-
tor, Steve Spector, Peary Staf-
ford (PSt), Jerry Stage (JSt),
Maria Stockmal (MSt), Marty
Swanhall (MSw), Jack Swatt
(JSw), Mark Szantyr (MSz),
Clay Taylor, Rollin Tebbetts
(RTe), Luke Tiller, Brian
Toal, Richard Trepp (RTr),
John Triana, Dennis Varza,
Charlotte Weston, Mike War-
ner, Jack Wells (JWe), Danny
Williams, Glenn Williams,
Joe Wojtanowski (JWo), Sara
Zagorski, Roy Zartarian, Joe
Zeranski (JZe), Carol Zipp,
Jim Zipp (JZi), Fran Zyg-
mont.
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PHOTO CHALLENGE

By Julian Hough

It’s September, and creeping around a vegetated ditch, a
small rail runs out into the open. Oblivious to your presence
it shows no fear and skittishly goes about it’s business. With
good views of such a secretive species, it takes a few seconds
for the bird to sink in.

The small, stubby bill and cocked tail with whitish vent
(underside of tail) eliminate all the long-billed marsh rails
- King, Clapper and Virginia. The pale mottling on the upper
parts and relatively pale breast rule out juvenile Common
Moorhen and leave us to consider one of the smaller crakes,
Sora or Yellow Rail.

In life, the whitish mottled upper parts, overall yellowish-

buff ground color and rather pale bill all suggest Yellow Rail
rather than Sora. It is then that you realize you’re not sure
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what features on which to concentrate. Firstly, adult Soras
sport their nice black face patch, yellow bill and gray breast
year round, so we must be dealing with a juvenile Sora or an
adult or juvenile Yellow Rail (which look essentially similar
in both plumages).

In September, young Soras have a rather yellowish-brown
juvenile plumage which is quickly replaced through the
post-juvenile molt from around October onwards. After this
molt, the juvenile looks darker, more gray, and some appear
similar to adults but less striking. The rather white random
speckling on the upper parts and wing coverts and diffuse
vertical bars on the flanks are all features of juvenile Sora, not
Yellow Rail.

Yellow Rails, as their name implies, are paler and buffier
and show distinct yellowish “tramlines” across the whole
of their upper parts and flanks The dark stripes in between
these pale ones have narrow white transverse edgings, quite
unlike the pattern shown by our mystery bird. Yellow Rails
also have a stubbier bill and show darker ear coverts behind
the eyes. If you get to see these features in the field you are
indeed a very lucky individual. If you get to see the features
in Connecticut, you are even luckier than the person above!

Habitat is another clue — Soras are much more likely to
be seen out in the open areas around shallow, reed-fringed
pools, whereas Yellow Rails are secretive and inhabit dense
marshy areas and prairie grass. Yellow Rails are annual
migrants through Connecticut; it’s just that their habits and
choice of impenetrable habitat make recording them difficult
to say the least. Yellow Rails (based on a few sight records
and records from surrounding states) appear to migrate
through Connecticut a little later than September. Most
likely, a Yellow Rail will be chanced upon as it is flushed,
and the diagnostic white patch at the base of the secondaries
will be obvious.

The Connecticut Warbler, Vol. 28 No.2, April 2008
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I have still to see a Yellow Rail in Connecticut or any-
where else for that matter. Frank Gallo and others were
stunned to have one fly in off the sea and land in a bush at a
Milford Big Sit in October 2005. After his excited phone call
alerting me to it’s presence “in the bush right in front of me...
NOW!” I arrived, complete with a nice big speeding ticket, to
find ten people looking at an empty bush. Still owe me that
one Frank!

This juvenile Sora was photographed by myself at South
Cape May Meadows in September.

Photo Challenge No. 61



THE CONNECTICUT WARBLER

Editor
Greg Hanisek - 175 Circuit Ave., Waterbury, CT 06708
(203) 754-4401 email: ghanisek@rep-am.com

Departments Editorial Advisory Board

Feature Articles Site Guides Louis Bevier

Robert A. Askins Arnold Devine William Davis

George A. Clark, Jr. Dwight Smith John Kricher
Field Notes Photo Challenge Wayne Petersen

Greg Hanise}( Julian Hough

_ Frank Mantlik Book Reviews

Bird Counts Alan Brush

iii\;eclirr(;l;:r Layout/Production

Joseph Zeranski Emanuel Merisotis

The Connecticut Warbler (ISSN 1077-0283) is devoted to the study of birds and
their conservation in Connecticut and is published quarterly (January, April,
July, and October) by the Connecticut Ornithological Association.

Send manuscripts to the Editor. Please type double spaced with ample mar-
gins, on one side of a sheet. Submit a copy on a computer disk, if possible. Style
should follow usage in recent issues. All manuscripts receive peer review.

[lustrations and photographs are needed and welcome. Line art of Con-
necticut and regional birds should be submitted as good quality prints or in
original form. Allsubmitted materials will be returned. We can use good quality
photographs of birds unaccompanied by an article but with caption including
species, date, locality, and other pertinent information.

CONNECTICUT ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

President: Steve Mayo, 27 Tuttle Court, Bethany, CT 06524

Vice-President: Patrick Comins, 51 Fairfax Avenue, Meriden, CT 06451
Secretary: Steve Broker, 50 Hidden Place, Chershire 06410

Treasurer: Fred Schroeder, 215 Lonetown Road, West Redding, CT 06896
Chairman Rare Records: Jay Kaplan, 71 Gracey Road, Canton, CT 06019

Board of Directors (terms ending)

2010 2009 2008
Milan Bull, Fairfield Paul Fusco, Oxford Renee Baade, Newtown
Andrew Dasinger, Glastonbury ~ Gina Nichol, Guilford Paul Cianfaglione, Canton
Randy Domina, Cheshire Rick Prum, New Haven  Jerry Connolly, Madison
Margarett Jones, Stonington Brian O’Toole, Greenwich Jay Kaplan, Canton
Steve Oresman, Darien Jack Wells, Riverdale Emanuel Merisotis, Coventry
Larry Reiter, Mystic Glenn Williams, Mystic ~ Roy Harvey, Beacon Falls

Membership,includingsubscription to The Connecticut Warbler and COA Bul-
letin, is based on a calendar year and is renewable in January: Student, $15.00;
Individual, $25.00; Family, $35.00; Contributing, $50.00; Donor, $75.00, Benefac-
tor, $100. Life is $1000.00, payable in three annual installments. Send member-
ship application, dues, change of address, and checks payable to: Connecticut
Ornithological Association, 314 Unquowa Road, Fairfield, CT 06430.









s L .

wrﬂﬂ Pasesi T2 Srndlh
T".I! EW Wysvicine) Tlalees T T Commesgiouwl
Sl Sates U Seburvtne, St And Sfsititeaton

19 Bk e Blrds
A Jirisk

1E  Demousrtloni Frld Nk
ey Vhamieet

ABOWTT GhlR COVER
Ty Pasel Tanmrien

TNt fetes cappimeted Dirclars” M ghts S wankesr
K‘E—? J"LJ_‘ g I__ fue by {ytad Fiiﬂ:ﬂ f 'l-'.'l:'ﬁ.":' _,4:._--I":_- Wit ".I ".'.I-!_;J' E‘i“ 1
nhionww. & e nErRrIG amnal Bheer w1 e Qi DL ooneer SXliEwil

5 -]-: Al .'|.-| . -

FlTeesvrmion., waa the Pime Urcsheaiiie



mmwmwmt TR serpiases-to
Mpg‘,“mq‘trmm# I

iiﬁtbﬁm mBC Mimaen 6 w'hiu.::ﬁnrh;w&r "Ih!h:.m:li
per 2o ing and e dascer boeas Wil moet o $he fermey

=iy it mma—iery Warhikes Vol 18 05a udls FOGN #



























m,puﬁmaum-x \lt!ak . AT Tt
LezsE 40 sepanthy nosel, '
avmmidﬁﬁmﬁmmw '
wndl ‘T Eederonie st (i pe. cases. ey e

exutied 1y e Ectemrifnd do-Banily o e Jidies m&li:ar
ls.6, Wil maenbits'es, e, et wv gemumed] v olate
the 'r'l_u".::.ili‘,' o fudivitinals l)."'i ech el Mataally Wi el
e 25 wclolt o it based on e Wins




et severs!

v oW, Bemtipel D & j

preres, e amabhur iz, dhan e o spibies r:ul.m
anvire S b racish Seee el o matermabowe e e,
4 ot b i Frowm sidv) (o side Wi oy stedying
e @t tatlow, Aftes timee mimiia ¢ =y meiarmed 1o

e Cimeeetyent ks Vo T Moos ful, 2008



: mim mmmw
groned beforz woving ko
'wm mmmﬁmﬁmnmmfm

i i , . 1 o f e

ﬁm

Wi boarw ve sbitiere inetares o g seargit
te lemf Tited: Ty aF Hasie Segan Riliving an unsncoet]
mmmmﬂw M-‘bﬂ&egﬂ#nﬂ

M . .

1 mﬁﬂm&mﬂuﬁm mlw-ﬁmm
i ) i iy h(ags TS0 €
LS 2 Mmh&m nhm

(g 021 RS0 g Tomne suistghnis pethen

e (g Q03056 gy

Thh 25 peilien yinitied 20 ey tocirdumie [ e svamgy
o 108 vadicizyale perpalion Ty peon coftuited
e i S W edlves mach crsthaiead 5 Mgl el




-wm&&

ot
mmmmmmu@ FIETS

mmwm EMMMnﬁ
B oy ol sl e pli (oupechinil. Thee Wlidlgdotes.
mmmMMMa

6 v, b ied frvas

mmwmummm Mimi&t
: i1 with, poasidayaiy s

in Tt waren !
mlﬂlﬂﬂ 115953 sl ofbvem o

£ 31 fareary 1992 aindl 1) Beveiary 1962 wa siaemva the

! wrger soder i a) Sastern Lrey Ruiines] Lo samimesig

T Jxe WSt e Vo 30 SN -l SRR



mmmm mmmmsmm
W’hm

mnmﬂm p— et ey o
e b poice s 2w e che o i stert soresamiry Uin
wmnﬁwﬁiﬁﬂhﬁnmwsm

M&:mm&hﬁ;

I e 11780 e .
a&ammmwm plaseai e

ﬂ‘?‘ﬁ“ mdmiiu;w This svasl’

hﬂwwwhmw

et 4 L 198, L2 Foamorsizn. 2 Nawsly Amssricsrs ifsla of 1
ooy, st Il LS Naconal M Boilenn Mo, 190, 1262



Em Mwmmw vmﬂhv

Nchaigns of Tagmatn'a OW]
-1: 8561

Sorborg, f. TR Hiz
mumm_ Timi=

The Catrariyss Wastm) Ve, I (=0 e 2008

i



B P Aei Seary
w-ﬂ & 1986, ﬁddmmmm

Wiouz, I L 188, Ones oF fhe Noaritess Rembples MIT
Fresia Zamnbeidan. Messechusein. .

THoe &, Voo of & wirierity Boreal Thet in soolnem) Cam

* 08 i 28 syey feaulng Joulc e oot an gutarfull sy wchethy
b-s&mu‘nf&mm




Fimosluns thist rssel solizns u&u M&muﬂm
.:.;I:.'_ e 'l' mﬂhﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ&%ﬁ“

‘Al ¥ -
m%mwm mwﬂ &wﬁﬁ
e eraldizel 3 firiie taifes

w&ww& ﬂnm&:ﬂ .l.b'

_H‘I't St Wiy, Vil S e =5










] Py g
mm iy ek ﬂthwm%

i EME o e b
Ul by adiio way 2 Voo The

&= Simpidansy.
-wwmwﬂms&mww -'f-ﬁ

'{' =
T
lﬁwm I I -aip-.-um whr-m ‘c’.ailm - J.h’ﬂ o
dre Jemu e foraze: Srvorneihbded pehcies), Physie ize




sl Hovscvras L1k

nere i sppnt insludad e lanzy Fathér than tompadt 5o
wearene (g emad heed wish ossied wox) aad brown
e | hﬁacx-“tlr : mmmmmmmm B e

!.Hzmhw m@:m.p.ﬁ:d I
m;*mm o W w’
i 0245 (Mnelcnlope wvan o umRene I mmm
plupes vecariiess of (Be two spactes: The il smginmd i
woally) il sispoviding dn iy agiaisd wher:
Pl alape tepe wie faysel, T ol ST rimmily fu the
ol fn .

wﬁrﬂmlhﬂum S mg}m}‘ frmibieer.
¥ lorwe-dealiimd &my s talﬁvﬂ]g
JIETS l.'tz I._-f e t ﬂlﬂv vl by -

Ger
ar w{hﬂn &'9

ST mﬁim&ﬁmﬂmml

Tt ard BhsieT reocios fbe -HEFWH'I.M.E st and i
Pwiili-fope BrbmeConi=ian) slustseed oo Nigwensy
' sy fatuary In Muw Jey. Pearailvania, Mausschaselts,
W gt e NGy e, .F-Jﬂmdi\ Comtt Wiprapy 2Ny gidi
e shemtn fastiver fo fuemne i Daet oo P mRaceing et
Temeens amd cutowaners Sowudt Do Fuctficdiope traedy
e marslly Ui Siszie, Tlute 15 =omms pussmdsnt. i ipe
e frem Wy S NG it 000 XT38 MmgRinin . e Bat.
Aativenath Circumnsinatting evidency spgedts that fhebivd e w
TSz sigos Myreither svithous cprsiinl invharnd msasre
frvemil e A Wamsoedls i il e o Wmnih
g 0B mesting: felt thare swme rok srmnesh AsSemmacian, oy
smies s ibesdiy she DAnc o siicion WS (CmEnEROlEs Y #01
cuglimes s DR Iectent s Aol “Westemy i lvcainey " st wE'n
‘mfﬁ ligy sipwg 23

e Tammmdlid Futhe, Tl & oo JGE










=5 afiia) sre Dy wearkad) Wil oacribed Sagn P sy
AviEoitior sksc) rrsres Seonpel vutet dudnires
slghiiegs of ke bilads From sleny i Al deway




B Dhe Mol s A Dyeen =9 i

e wforabon (6 ussl fo essess. 20 e sy fvasship 2
satreing petly sigrsinry pitisieme seud ey, witidh ey
Pkt Tkt b b of Tamenty sabind raotngy e
WXUOKF

Mir, Ruhasg and) M Plbts woulll spyesin™ any e

‘Mot o theme Tapsad binds dlaetang bacanion, desels! flnck
Mﬂﬂwm,ﬂu&vmdm mtﬁnﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂ‘&lh&itt

Mg, Hedl Coosnbitl Calls

The dosder We Sormmlly knowr ss Red Tronabi(ll s2Ey
A COTIRSY Of WP 10 mitre L e W:‘rﬁ_mﬁ Jri
=l Stetes and Canecs, Typns 1 Shes . mmi;umr
iyl Btk Tt Migicmtiess 20008 1 vy et iy AnE
A Sl erder gind & shoggan e s i Nl

Procts ), and Tmn&eduuuh& -

et E Srsien T, v HAE, ok Siside Ssott. [y
&) .

D 7 Hammnapiunces Setes St Dy 42 Tindy o Vpne
3. e reed yok 4

Uieg R Hapisiewsmit, shou 30 Wiede forve o treh Type 3
by pesif P o)

qumﬁ:mﬁpnﬂmLmud-‘fn
(e Fraey Bk gle-emomtist 60 3 b mmeq wpses L ther,
sas ar wodls Sabbe yath 1B -tnch indsifecion o wetvend te
spmna] lhe stz o iy Sompaldt (Taai Ove beadoittin e
nrﬂ":eaﬁ'..-mh"iu {Lime 4 fini = o3 iy 'ﬁl el S free
setemare Asadactly, | transteyed the 55idte Fom the seren io

i oo amd EEarmd T fils wnoa wesw el

Thr Cxivmr=em Warshes Yol 31 W 2 fubie 300



L]

a!ﬁ-mmm mmmmw-ﬁm g




BOOKS ON BINDS

L UL, C Rodnise, pned M Lonidos N7 Biesis of Nelethgis
Amsia, Anidentifioalion Glilde, Vol L fpaces Ac
g, B30 pgs; Vi 41 Plates e Mg, 654 pgs.

Yele Lowseslly Pyess, Dow Have, (Published (n 200€
Ot i et an itared of A4 Blsck Pihlishess,
Tmweram

Ik ths ea=lyr 37805 | Wit siviens indimimel Jeciupes on neh-
a Tiasoy mdnmmh»mm wmall groaps Sevoling i
g Fermeias, Ao, Wit thelwipo’ 2 oy pewesi=d
Smcrlinl and residisny g:ﬁ-iwﬁﬂquuﬂm.«ﬁrﬁm-
g ansd kst ke, Wﬁrﬁiﬂ!ﬂdﬂﬁm
aves availnbis it e Gy oo it wia e
hemn iy sty 1995, B Zxpiom
Fesng, wea wisins s atyaves, pinalles :
Tiedi Psethosr. Test wvaz well detiwm 68 & in teomnes | St
Awsritn. Fs bac 1t his prssession pome B g g lor e
soot-4orre pbbader b, A Gl % e Bids of Satmmbis, Ly
amm 2 had enty B mailayw of Uhe plases that were
painited bay Ciigy Tisde, Tewas s wncredibie resousce, (e
slly & tromanre prave of lainrmation, Ne il mils,
wcearmmurqm‘a Zesmrpidama juss 58 rarshemed coine
sl Lall nmpﬂx:hﬁudmﬁkmw@ﬂmw
:rp:nly!ﬂ rld. Thass sherpuwess., B ey

Birucy ibven Wie 2vifaune of Scador, Yongeusis . Petutam,
Cote Rice, £24le fing mary 4 thie Carfbbaen Whnwd tatons
hﬂm?ﬁ!m.imﬁbﬂmmm}hlw
e canpiote oo wodumo st Dy Radgely luwtaeed oy Gy
Tuaclicy o W aptia Sonth Anresicen guidaiing, Robesi Ridyey
ez ol ithor of e volumes o Parama amd, Eousdos
ssowily. nkt- ey, foe “wied oombinems” 1 betror coensd

The="stvrwrvrys Wiirmley, T, B8 e Lo MO0 A5



M g sl over the D 55 1 e Wi uloRt
Wnﬂmw?ﬂé: y

?n'rmtli: uﬂuum murmmﬁ%m

» Ao HLmE B

mmmm“ﬂ mﬂhhma% doci o
rﬁw::w

. Ll

ety

RN Bt

muﬁﬁmmmm wmwm F‘N

30 Livge Macavm. MMM sttemar o

b w1 4 ey sewdad o M ey "ﬂluh"‘;‘i.avnn m




S (I Tiere %!

1l ST MO ‘f-.llcsag;‘?ﬁﬁﬁﬁi e zikhors
Alme g sates SHA N e sndtre wifine) S 17 ey
AR e Thenless e It aut 16 4n enceraihis fmer
) [ ToFPAnsiree e Tt 0 wminy e ricale O 17ee i
I Bl e sivhesebive Sibunlond pases. K11 E-

s T A e are diwey o Wi samte ale (il abmtiute
lﬂ:EWI Wil S v T iy dompraresces. N Trbisse,
pime platiay sppany Crowed, (e, THES meihoos 30 ypeieh U
il wilih 3% ledividui pimagee stesied By coemma-
BOT Hhe § wiates of Wonms=pemm ate speciron enough fiv e
sl 1O Lnds Shar DU 0 Maugm'ﬂ-ua fjerme
Ao gmiinne leuu;,w whridisl el i hgalen [Lngraie
3 Wende$o) e o sclipactiveiebiiog, Reutall qives oyt
plseniam b pedideoes of ooz arsl 1 fousa P vy of
lgrn oo, sepamiiedy PN 35 Wllaafee, stayel

Twcowaaion v RENSA flown e AT Checilisl and i
;x-:-*ralr.-s ende=ye South Anssiom fclies Bue be book 1
e GELETart As & Wmeinaris ralataseg and (A anhges My
;m O MO thitn Sibeafumcies o @eopsepia: snple
maﬁr;-ﬂi s of 2ouree, Seisss the remndes of s
ey are agitiimers Ity ALY St crvial iFel their e i
:h!:.mu! somirEReE . o s Thve reec o lame, Bliveald
e aware ns7 G w the case st soome of tive spiin ams no
Mtigm L oy By ACH] iy e KTEA Oewieslly e auities
SRITTR 10 dss g fitmtiareiabare poaidion The oock s o
S i Sizen zng i fpelodis g Ieiimeive {!‘.H.I.L"E.‘“F"' B
e

et v, hawe'd enomes Oma 7 e teoee opiesiial fesbures
(el 1 p&70) 10 4 Sigesgeepsny. (Doinpiied Uy Shaun e
=t 2 i Uy bivies o 55 sousees for aonps and shedy o
s e o i e Sl qu'rf-ril'ry Sheien, B 2
difzetad o e inostion m e aowid ooy for gachnourie
wiagyE Sromrds 2kisl. Soeclis are deled ire Sembiah 35 sher
disr e UL wWaE Sy B ironiveed madesiigst ard @ gt
moeatiom. L thia nfammation womiicenky dowencsac fo v
HIFS pheve & tyrigheits Lt fese (e sntrndlie Loaortiings woas pria

i -I-*I‘

LY s F Wit ul, M v Wt



O

Whils prgwicaliy cumbenmms, e ook i e,
wmmzmnmﬁ:imﬁi

...’r



CONNECTICUT FIELD NOTES

Wenie Gerssnbey | 2007, throeg I Climnwry 29, 20608
By Chug Manisel

Tirders e & Py sbssan Mighlighisd e = yeallss
s o i e rase nentem AnChag, oes) with sdane
Inopee! ameries This wad DUNNLEG Uy e nw grsect
AR ot weesAETn raHes erst 3 |+m--p¢r Wl Lk It
Trrres wiohd soeies wornld Lisve lisen, 5 valll raet W o
't et 280z “wowcsg” nesrs bgiiiesy dnd the
hndn’t preconien el =) sl Gop e il oheNeEr,

8 cussuligtee i) of 14 iy Siisds webe e Ly

ety Hhestieye

- Pouriets Seestes Wi
fromes] (loese for e 56880
xinded o fuiEs of fur
s R
CENLA e overhesd
miyeirncrd of frow Ossas o
e | pyvscliiond lrmk J
5000 owey 'Hitaw:t& (i
over. T tﬂﬁﬂ nl); .:mr
st Eaap £ {]JW-u' 00
over Londew .'EE"I 40 over
Trambull (03 ) and 206 Sver
..Mﬁulﬂ i E-Hf. .r’t

g5 Wiy 20 el peszenl'z low
ays thesmaPer n haie
Reid Milsed. Singhe Fumacie
hppug were [ (awriiny
e LLETLEL BN e B0
hidj:m Dlat 8 (P st I
Moasis op Thee S0 Ot
Fomee repirls (o HYivmmee
_—_—

il Wk ™

S - JanmRey (Bde 0F

Wihipeor wurs vhok srarage
Foogttes Misibheeds ‘o the
sanm incladed thyes on e
Haiiniizds RIv27 in Dt
on ee. 7 (P00 =) voires o
e st Fhewers St ixoeich
wae 5000 0t Bv=r Sands
State Sulk, wallloes o= Feb
8 (58] Cajialrs ove I
fitkdzepcet hold 13 Lasser
Stz Faee, 30 (1T 2 40
Fiser Simenls Gonbiiiinese King
Hidigrs appesred off Sap
st St Sesirdor, Tiee &4
i) el Mgl st
veinalned EEougl fine sed
sesl [eaepesy, of Cloniue
Biciens Wetalihad 3 bzl it

sty Evietanis ot o e
moas: Do Hensmassenm
Boars Sigihe Pary by Madiem



Mq | | | oy jan 7 (ST et el ) Thie

e wam, were 3 o el 3
In New Mildord [ATH. 78 o
foey 22 ovar Canmes BXland  Died T seugemy peocaaten



b0 rejrrra of bosiarsl Tyl

. |r-mb£-w::| wiRiiey
Clauopos Gulls with the

it Sepdnis D 21 ot

m Reservos No.

- ), L 2l and Ped 2o
fy .ﬂiﬁm&h;r-..ﬁ:'s;ﬂ L

R, Dm0 -*‘%ﬂﬂuﬂ

Pt (0L, T 20 5 By
ﬁw— 1 B3, e Wirtkars-
Beld (FRo). and fen § ut i
Poyuy Pl Saiithy Meyiden
(NEDS). 4 Methon &bl TFo
S > Glassarow Sytrll) wag
ﬂihﬁaﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂbﬂl’ 4’.'*!1‘.‘
Whees were 1) Lisser flscl-
Bucaad Cally v e sezaa

A oty e Tholelle, Hine

Bt e sopdinnsd L e
siade W mdde e 20 vesns
Mrate Pototiel 1IN st oy ey
on 5 rew s Thseryiate 108
h?‘“al’rg&fg‘{*ﬁf. 5 By
Hia: ceoduned pus, siset,
Zpowy ] ariytd) Winde
3 e ke b Tols Kidmd
Tereer in Afwsachusstn,
Whare Chmpie com 10 Jisdd o
e, A(RSH Bede Tin), Dgle
Baconkille weme i Fan:
L wmx Wisroonia) Shate Pirk 1o
M ghegtors an D 8 (140
S B, L1 TES sk Rdskone
Poliz. Wi ’I‘ﬂt_ D17
Liw ik

el Sia——

R

T = Lyl

e 5 (T a5
sl Tt Saymford, lan 28

T, PN, A Sowbryen Black

Gmakleemt Lew iy Shippar
Polnil ol eioss ﬂ!‘#dﬁ: =l 2
O, There 3 oese Rty =
SECOTE A TR WS ey
snesteer] TeehEis nile 5
A Hmu'rﬁ."'imﬁﬂl
Lt et i the diy
ivditenifosd, tan, 26 (Fns)
Al § bl closiomy pmncely o
Lt amre!| Dl inidieaied
A ESCE dewsSty e Ral
maet irfoeepilics o this
‘;rj'l__,l'-:' |
i o -£ ek Tl o
the ssssom leeluded wiang
Mdm:v [2hingyp e gl
Alryois, Windaor ok on
j.m TG andd af Wlmt-m
ol (= 15
1 b 'W"Eﬁﬁtul
Talindl M * e v Thes:
28 (1507 D, P e f_‘.l"lv“
Ve wllaly tepmagsi The
CB0s dld very we), e
"!H-ﬂl!lﬂnl'bd‘-ﬁﬂnmﬂﬁﬁ:
Dipe. L weg®d on Woosiun
Folbsse o Oer S5 1lam
Mﬂamn!rzd om Ewwe. 74, eadl
19k | ia=Bai-{ Fills o Thet
5. T Hlnd SWC 72
sowelest n Bufous © S0 VI
hiqi ot D 18 (Bale %), and
aty syl male winemad &
4 foeden i l-'.ﬂ..* e W I-..u—= il
VB Dl 1 gt
VL0 A e n-.L,_d_rl Wi

a-;_'ni-

Ax)s












B A, A FUONE
ﬂﬂkm
b Itrle pmeer £l win-
ety 2ty Ve cones
m-hmlpl.mw
s Negueried poll ine
_' 5 i mrmmrr*ﬂm]h
boen. ek an ARGE. mﬁk
.I-dgt s b0 Sl Iulm
Bts WESE o oy e
k.l i e et el
] e ﬂ.’b-;!ﬂiﬂl Bull'.imp-ﬂmcﬂm
BB e und 200 wine
byl | gk eoiing
B o ::u.‘]:r A s
B B i
i fncliced one af Lalsy
e iﬁ?ipl!h Ty, Om e
1|| m@x;tﬂﬁﬂ’aﬂ
E{_ﬁ‘ﬁ:lm: i) &{u ]
imrrknl.,.ﬂ‘ cetolls
5 e omean i S
ww k) Moul
e sl wig 3 Sotk ol 25
Mpc=s, o Wiy
_ tmmf-u Lamernng
-. - il | I-'-"_H.'LL
Wgroee s (g, wi iz
i) wwenn &0 s 2
e ixte arichusngieg R0
) 275 G Der, 220 Dither
b cumin sedoned 405 ut
*__':_—a: ity Eradir i Desem.
Al }'rlwhmuf
S Wﬁ&ul’ 3
i Wumwrﬂ:m s "'Lh-m,
e i Wnciesres !, Thine:
gm‘-n-:;.;,. 1R A s Godhan
Berls o Tar W (HF 86

.'h s ot Westiar el B AL

s iy o

i Mk B Disrsiniss

{0 Al i e il
o P 16 (P, o wingle
e Bl i beod e
mgmmmwﬂm
M[Dr 27 it Civeabiay [NI5 ¢
&L Thye big 2ighitbenug:
wrfils 82 \Gnpaisited s
enveeh o Gy Sind pacdn,
Wil Wasrs aEabe Misvin for
fowaEe biaey ki Ao <sbl
WiEh U, Norigose srRe To-
parted an Dhee 20 1o 9 yaite
SR, i B 38 i 1
CIRR oy j&n. &5 Goshen

R (o, & oy Cindton

=
'

PO et Tl huasanlad (7))
D, o A e ins
ﬂuﬂhmw

w

'hr:u‘ro;t_'hm
kg (B0 1L
”i -'1'. '.*E'v“ﬂr"' Tu>v." Jlaa 1§
Sl _..LIJJM_{_‘ {KH Carenys
[ Menbne MTTTNN, Tauli Cheses 120
My LY Ao =

- H0e





















8 Scmane % own
= p Sy o Hohries Domiims
37 Pl Hinark sdlgomilos
L ek
ity o & Wil Tk
M Szamepr
DSt Finld Mote
P —

Pbodey Chalberae
el Siom 24

AROUT OUR COVER

| Bew Pl sl
Sdioamt Cormeckiedy saeagiursd Dieds Gre e
dOUE prresenme e ks o Raliel, (e Savainman g
ruliit=c beex -'.r-:i'._:l.- v Pepd Cares of Harseinites
iogged ar & Li-yer Sdgh on Bhe 2008 Sumoer e

orir ciaty, yaerane all Hye cononit Sleeaile i s s



'ﬂmumﬂ,m,l civicual bizds mcithek. 971 %o de
mﬂmmgﬁ STRTRSE, s Ly mote shem fi, 7K ower

aﬂmﬂmﬁn mwmimm

mﬂﬂﬂﬂ w{’m
Wg and oy duroew aloyiiay i
MW tiogs ey et rﬂmﬂmwﬂ
G
= spn an 0
ﬂmﬂmrm@ o

s
hlu!&mvwm:mwa@k&mﬁm}mumﬁ,
Steiond hareaben Lammnwinty . (nly one spais wan
iremarcheid it (S eont peeiod] et on this cogme. s

Thr Camipsztsci! Weismt, Vol 1M oo, Oesron S5 =




2t Nenind

' art.,-."t:'.lL'tlu'.Ll :

i,-, m'ﬂﬂi‘ T P TS J:i'ig,ﬁ?:_:‘ Wil 2 i

bellies ™ 1‘I‘-"*"ﬂ"'|'" AT —axr#!sw'ﬁrh Dok
St BEC weoned inet s o) e w ki of doel
d&'ﬂﬂ'w’-' F R et t;w'-‘iﬂ.ﬂ'i"- Ting it 30
m-ﬂl—.l'r"l"'l&h e Wese iy 81 froeet Conts
It = Taow Coser, thind ey SErikis aﬁﬂh
Sl iine Balll (5], [eety = oliesent ot il
|, peey o8 well g a T, The Toed Fesile ﬂm-f. 1

g TS el B sl IR n S e tepnied

et o, ysans T fheee [ Cwspiaon Teme were s
| fimed, The Mnusiing Warslny was welosie J:- v
Estisg WLgTaT &5 1 evomiie e e = = B .._
SoMTE. | Mebesns Beednllved SeeTmme itoes :1[.11'
oit ew L Cartipsbi o e < erTiaes engmints Moy

SETE B0 U A LB e

Tepmler Sowny W milasda] Sor e AR i 1 o e P
njr el yweapriei! i) el of i G mreee N e SO
nefecting the miited v iimirts of e 4 Teeree .p.r
Ly el S DaEnerEing wean S ol ipeses fiap
haee] oz Smeuyfenl oy ol gl seves of e gt 1) youes e
fotome

o [ Pl s 1'_'.-



ot e M e O

- I-I .- _-I— “ l“
-.mm@;mqwuw J L
Mmmmmﬁh&mi M

mmmﬁm?u!m . il

e Gloses Sars oty T Mo Euwre :pm'
ﬂi’; ﬁﬁﬂm o Aove 20w elmonce 2 e e,
T Bve oo cende b dhin w=les n sastern S
Cuemncsievt 1 st ivessd walll iy S0

Baww ere insnsmingl) Tsed o iomune ot ane was found i
Liwdsfiole) Hillle Wew Haves remirsind Fve Blak Siddemers

Grnigraieh The mlly I nmtisg rosilatios
ﬁmm&ﬁmn%mmmm

Ses

Wy Mwﬂ&wﬁmwm!ﬂm&uﬁm
Mﬁmmw

Two Muahwills Wasdbles weme fownd m Parkbamated and
hree Morthern Parutae (50 = Likendisihl Hikle, bod o=l
nebongs gores, [Epudss Btir Cloveectiout;, Troo Tesashsiipst Syis=
e L0 e faaee ) e Hitetkind Dinle We wrauld ok

W Tevieslis) Teaslils, U 75 Eus e sder 208



qﬁkuvﬂmﬂhﬂsmmmm

H ek 34 - AL Sy i 3 .,'-
! 'mmmmm me

mehmh_ _
mMmﬂum&emhw

e e wmmmﬂa
mmm aﬁm mnﬁmmhd s, S
r&:l:lmmm -

L



HUGAY fe sl P T

e ol I Bt

Moo= e:%ﬂaumzﬁnmz
ﬂ-#a utnw.:_lﬁu.,._:mm i

ﬂuu.nmzwuLmauu,.aﬂ

2umsgIRRHE RIRNASR

e g e

L=

a5 rm&-aqufﬁ GALERR ﬁ

AL ; Frsnay u;ay

_“mww@HWthwmm

n_.,...némunxﬂu;u

:

IM“

1 |
i




mhmuﬂw
ﬂfﬂFﬁ'\" :ﬂhr
£ -4-' ?mnlﬁ"ﬂ! Bird pomsaticne; Tae natame. ol

Mg SUC sk W AU G (uunsahty Incruim, o dermeses
ot o e seathes alit dimt sefor, danpd ety inlites
B o v sswtins corain, Adeitienliy, Alpem there sre T

stz s, obsesyvems iy cover vt ebitas

-iﬂﬂmﬁym-wmw uriglimes o Wi

e s i o, the Hartiond et rhere Wartiling Vi

008 oAy Mudhmns tasom Tk s omitiely thas W
Vipntin saes (e srigoe Dt q:-:ﬂa e snoe ﬂ.hay =
e el by preteenEs, © o tartus hubitacs amd
rﬁlﬂmﬁrwdaxﬁmmged o woesizf lahisat

: il Torrmpsmsm® i beny tuose 2 a0 8 LD
m$ ﬂﬁdﬁmmwﬂmmmdm
s e ikt g nmﬂn&ﬂu—mmt;ﬁ
Mharkywnad Mighis dﬂlﬂmmwm
st '&hipﬁ.tﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂmammmn
mmmmtmhﬁtﬁhwwmﬂ :
206, d ol (=) vamie i 21 & thwy high
of ik vewd sos S o Hivs e SHC et a
dﬂhﬂaybrﬁnmdummmﬂuﬂhﬂ N
m wﬂuw'?mm@;k & Fiplng Firies

: t Fisarers sif Eaasiet Ve {7 windle el
area -mthnhﬁﬂtmgaﬂqtmmrm.i}nm:'
sty Tow all=ifone high oo of Cosmomen Tesps o0 1=
by S Grrmmarich ol Uy 2 ey smsalll peccmibigpes 2f The
%MMWIMWQE&%W%WMJ
Hy ocerai=aing = Falerms [0 and Sraar Coll (WY Infarss:




wwm Teslom ww-h&mm

Wneod Dutei sume dn 24 10 ==t Gosy a2 did
gmhmmﬂmmmimqm ‘hfm'dagl"
thene wpwies slmwy sy Cae e el S e songEAED)
concem Metins: 3 ¥ indicators for She et fhiee soe
= vy mne Nomthahn Bobroshibe 2nd ses g saclise
Wﬁmw:mmwmwa v

stanky sntirely o sbonking fe heir peistancs 1S Ve diake
i #mmhnfﬁﬂmwmm@

i MMﬁMWWM

b-m:‘.ﬂ:ﬂ; B i Maﬁlpﬂi 1L cwer maa-}.ﬂﬂ

wal ane i youee Serthamm soundaiten.
Thard you

it conclission, o bshait of the Daantetiul Oretaloghcs

Aagociuison, we woglid ke 1o okl of G statrres, o
imwwﬁn&wﬂw L i G mithes? or
Mw:

m Fﬂm
e, Avy entdoucs f ey z;mw-iu,ﬂ (L, Thvusiisine 1T)

io i’ estigrel (VT ipusmer dhilis o peeerias t e 0L Mg
Lrtaby Detiva DTS Poty

Theh itk Tppmiie, N I fap b Drtsses I0GE




3008 ma%mma Tohaia

SRR T 4 s ey e Cwmoniors e Syevel i Gabia T ihigh et st tins sl aoe
S o feonl SBLD 0 e e v 0 T BITCS-eele] B v S 7 e RSN ety vavae Ui Dty
ot et v, Bt bR " wead et A e ket vy (88340

et Mlnwhhmmm W s Lomalinind e -l T l

I
L RTEDd o . ]

mwmmqmﬂmm—ﬁﬁm“ﬁl
ke s v oA S wite e By (5 St ||eeeriienby snase T sves (it pamie | = 500

P it moeye il nct Liviad rinmedhon® o bty = 55 (s iy et || yeme [l momsd e =
T seooydiad axt T PEOR, ekt et o ol i o g om0 rtite S0\ e -~ K
oy ey, e, W) T S ik e 0 sy g ks S sl ek ke -
—
— y _ = —— — — e
. Taamalimly ¢ Uty iR '“ e ) Ly
SRALT = .,@im_ o Sate | B | ot
' ; oh vow ) o | We M| B IE M | Yetwds | cewe feee] s
— —_—————— - - ¥ = e .!- __ et e m—
e (e S F-.- il B 2
CTwweds (mes s ™ | oS e A3 | v ) A6
e p 3 0 I =l (- R )
kv She i i i L K I 1| e il Ay
Wl Seed " 44 1 E -] [ L TC (|
Crabed! A IR M




Elikk

Aswom Wimnas _ | ' T L ' \
e Rk Duct » Wi |3 | W [08] 700 8 2
L yse AL TGOV |- 85 4t} s o U pd | ows |00 2 YR e
Midlgsdbi e Vilaek |rh | 1 -1 . i B ¢ t L
K il Tl | [l ") | n
et Mrveer ' w (2] w P
s P L A S i
i e’ Tt | e L | &
Ling eserdoad Uraz o o i {
e ST o o A [
Liwnss Gugsh T - |
Whie=—=tges Sorrer i d i I
T g frullinn. e e, B b3 ] L
il - | i | R i A
= T T : £ a f -] g
FTIU AR Tm— T o ol o | M) e o
i N " V E S - > | =% L% TE i }: A
el noit Hespeas it ? ™ TR = i T
$hzddy Tk e ms v . | 8 o g1 g "
Eo=ry = kS : - - 3 W B § 020 e
i e s % Y T T T
P Ty 2 | = T2 = [T - | T M= w0 (| i3] e m fd
e I“_l'=‘l I @
tw*bn-i ' T ome | ¢ B s
e = 3 § = 7 g, - - i E
Tt Gt A =% (F® @ 7|
iyt i ™ £ 4] i e
Pairacctad o ! ow (T | & B |

L

NI e SIS

T



3}1:

T
osleis e
=

d=

| ?-H#
G
4

'3

g

i

;

Eesgidenss—wnn
" | A o

3

E&=
gas

.Ia

-ﬂ?ﬂ@-‘:
&ﬂ- <

L

AL L g'ﬁb -:bj-;ﬂ§$:¢

3

= A
B
ol E

ok
e

i
L




=

Rp— - 1 3 ! l : ] Iwn || W NE N L
s il - i [} |
Wi {imagne, 3 l_r_:J [ 14 - i .
Sre shaniimer Fimwd = 3 &. “|F & 1 53 | oeow (0] & 22 &
ek wumpof S Rt 3 3 iy 14 : o S T - o - -
o ot g TN f 4 = | @ = 4 ] oams oo |[i0] 8% TE
Ry oy | i =y i = = | [ R | 70 & & (1:%
Paragrine Noivay x I 3 s 2 | e (48] 4 7
oy Bell 7 4 | || 2% | 17 & &
oy Bt e, i t—.-m = |8 L] 1] [
Vi e - =_'i ! i i3 N 0 O 48 S
v ' H___'E o L " 3
| ——ca Sacme i [y ‘ 0 1 i
o ) i - B T R
Mak Sl 3 Y Ies 8y v 0+ =@
Eigeniih (s P o o I f
S patnaas e = | ™ L L | E.- |
Spung Sewr iE EL] ipw [ T30 AR B ah
h.-l‘ﬂm':r" ... 384 = 1% A e S0 Y e | b)) oBdl :
meriin Ohmlcaohes E i e = T “1:“ 3 ~Li!i.__?'_1_ﬁ'_‘r 'iﬁ_g _E‘E
mw 4 & ; - 2 [ 1 [ 3 1 idew | T 38 o ]
Sty iedpper ) % N 'ﬁ"’ CE I #
Chrmer < llvacy i ] | o | B & 1) 5
Fritle W e e (0] W = I
[tk Trpakiny ——== | ™ (BF & (1] o
=l T 4 ___ i | | it e | 8 ] [ &
Eped Tl &0 i g i
N | | | b E I ¥




— - - - /3
et 205 ] 47 Tient Sl THOR 20T ‘

s et b st b
" .. an_ v | | we wwE] e e oS
Eonars Dantprpes [ fac | :
e e I L1 i i -
A L | e o

Rii— 2L e ) E " " b
o =3 Ty i i ¢ =
i ; 5 R
ST Dianefemay 2 | ¢

eiFiaitts Wil = , ¢

ety Wogeat ] L k 3 P i I U
Laghng o TR | R’ i
IMerimzeriy Yol I 5 ¥ el
BT LA e S | ‘ A Ny e

Fwering Tid) iy e ' AR R L

T Ul L \ !

s L o R S T f = il e 2o

it T A e i =4 3l =
Oull/at {ae 5 ') o

o == - o ¥ g

Teak Te s oo

e T &7 AR . 2 |
e CHwm : '

Tiexsh ¥4 e { - | vl

L =y s _ ] ol | dol] 2 2




(L

& | W B g [ 16837 vw | 0] ta] a8 e
4= o | M % W m@@; L |...‘%..?§3_ zj%f_ﬂ%
Sl | 2% (0 s % ]
R R e A R E (0 ¢ ) P T R e s
= 2 un | = = . vy |
', |

s T 3 3% | v |E) =B = &

il . : d 8 e | o W

b . - : -1 T R % W

5 o W ™ e = o

1 3 FE R TN I A -
| I e O L B8 |
e [T W o || S0 ww |0 8 s 2
w4 | & @ & || 19 0 s [0 @ By 1

o® b8 8§ ) 9 h oow W e

| o (2] B ] L=

o i i 4 [ Tl TR I R S

3 & ] 1 .ﬁ” e || Q] R B 456

n 5 0 ™ 5t [ LEL W | ol T SE s

3 = 4 e T S S =, - T =

@ f, 4y o | s (| RO SN gE) D6

) | & i | 34 | ol || i [ _I.uu
. Foa ™ | BF " 8 &
Ravitre Wosa Pavas En x| = £ 7 - . 73 sl | 0| E0E d8s TE

on B 0 j &

| n 5 i LTTEY 2 W o

Ji Y a5 & = il s #E 156

. '='§ = 58 g & 4 g | o0l 228 @S

B g ee] SO0



| ey Wy

=

gy

La [IE O

e el

ol

gz
2w 1R
a*g

i%

7

§500)

§ag

e

15EELE

Bty
L







T ——
R R
i i I Z. a IQ_M
,_g_* s | 8 E e
; v ® & W) 2
B4 1 e Wy 2y =
"2 s || W w e d
b = T VR B R |
1 i b s B Um Ee
| - o= e il i
g Wendliye a1 i i W ¥ o 2 =0 || sios |00 480 208
Feorw Wacliss T T 1| . 1 r 1 Ul Amw (1] 145, S8 0 B
Fy oot ek = Eh' ™ E| " ) &
ool BEse -] * § < 18 [ O 4 W ch
R S e | 2 i U e pYEY W 2 i
S o e R Ry w4 s s o) Rl R SaE
o i i m i i oW = 2 | Wtz e | W] PR #Ee  TRER
“vowkemigenp Woapdie- i : o | 0 4 N "
Vo mortny $izbier i # i A o 0 een (] 23r F =
e N - t1 ] o | oWy wy o G foeEmifl ol M| JaRE WL kKR
e Wil [P i il i ¥ A =% |(wg| « & i
Lezaiimes Pinpsheh 4] | o w | bGa = = TS| cwews ) WO s 0 1B
neswety Fiardier ' mohala N ¥
fmemns W irier ? ! ' e 1ol & 1 v ]
e g odd ! L] R nep | ol 7 = ot | e |9 SR THIR fm
Hgatalias] Py iar " ! =} | . R SRR L1 I




| =~ [ o i
b i L1 T e - e
T | i 3
i ST O S
, e | ew |oe e B 20m
= i T T
! % % | Bl 3 [ L
' o (|8 i ! L]
o s [ 4n a 26,
ER I L O T
A os || duowe | 1D SRR YoYU
- 0w W | A0 0= ABT
vl S - 1 I ¥ 18
¥ e ¢ o
22 L osin logl 49w s b
L] i tews
! B I8 = B -
e |l (E |
At T || TR m - = W
m :
B el -W—WI
WE- e | 1| S5ta 481 =N
=% = || M| 2 " =
b S Ll T . I T
v, £ [ ®
Al wes LR o= wE iR

P e T R







- N '-_.|:1'. I:-'i
S| - - v
A T

It 3 ?-M. i ke L1k
Wiyl e 1= =05 D0 cdn,
MW : Mﬁum.whm

P

Couz Thilew, fluse 145 13 Bat. & Tac, |
i, B i BEAR Indhilind) Yimide [y 2ve Shagrren

el TUe L L e B R woeasuiidred s ST warii=
har=a henn Socursenies sy (B

Ths Sy Sgdale Vel S5 G L EE0TS M




ﬁ hﬂi%% +t.‘l
= FH, mhﬁ#@m hwen b
L e i ﬂm;m =

m m
u.f-t Hflm



g : ‘rikivh s, Tonst htmrians = foeo
nmuﬂ O BT sweien e e,

ey
m“‘;lﬂ{i‘;ﬁﬁ & S

The et Windtnan 1 32 Sk Ve 2900



—
B FARL TLAWK MICRATION
Wy Waell Crarste

ﬁwm mhm;l!m:mﬂ

m‘ammammm

guui s Wl it wmm“
hmmw

m mmm}mnﬂt'hmﬂwaﬁm
el b sompanon U ([bet e Cliweasin wmdm _
s=pwibe, Haivde Mounialn it Permryisel. Sook Movnsen
o G Braglons Hiver tn New Yah, mmmmm
el Theduthy, inmascie. Cuily abeervetons sre certiad on
Suichng e il il prsion, o New Unpglens ioumt T I a
mmmmmww

Aes (570 S = e abaul u‘w
lﬂmmﬂi?m&  C g tholiae T2 R
Hwen ol Juahet Gty 1
oot e fall. O mhmmmmm
mwmwamw

Al the sy e New Snlaccd Eiswk Wk loniresd, the

MWMOE%MMW

o Mﬁﬂe OO ST BOT0SS e RHRETy, #h
et Do mﬁ;mw

W STk i Sy ly: rmtese b o
sty s mmmmﬁmmh et

e e [y f=o S §
Rl s i s S

it Cominainiélst & S v L34 ot st shwin sBrediie oy

T sni=naespnyy-iriig t2ble sumenncioes ie 2007 Saee See
aldclieriall s oy e TIIA Wi aile aotad dhon



_—mln-u-mm-- -
T £ | | i S [ L S O 7 A O W T -
XIS F | 3 | N S N e I S 0 A S 2R Y O N
I T | N | 0 O O S D ST S M (I 50
V£ 7 Y O 15 G S Y O Y O
EESoRT W N ) N VS O A0 00 Y W O 70 I S 500 O ) O 0
PSSP T ) | 0 0 M Y A T ' )

SIS RN 30 O O TN 0 0 (I N (N T 0 i

¥
N ST T T R SR N NI T M N RN (T 8 T T
[
















i o e it el
Pl b sviekes ook 6 0 ill Bakh wak 11 96 .

d i = S - I

S e A o 1t i e Al

Trubled 5 the wmsumphices bl s oy susfiicin, 1

oty BRE <oi1Eh S Bemale He hofid the o 3 Comin
FInEn et culeiiiies o avea metrrarlalty THES

piierars, (NIH) =ase, was mosglled o3 he armmoder-aod |
frivrpyalad oy (i wigiayisl, Y Sis Biter Eifsmnpds [




Seew or Adueec G UM
l;-%ﬁ.l&umﬁuﬁm%iwﬁmmﬂmﬂm
. Mﬂﬁﬂwmwww
oA e SN 0H helnpes

3&whﬂhnﬂﬁﬁm¥ " okt 0 B 2rticle o the
A bettees Hharl mﬂﬁ;;ﬂ'm nrathiods, owt ol rimiee Dondes

Biwptic (AN e \BCREBIY Basied Us 8 nlbaeies. Fjecia

RIS _ m@»'ﬂypmmm ueq;-dt
v, SHrEs M fhe SEach TR attween esvic s it

Hﬁﬂ:ﬂmﬂmﬂra{ Winsuring S wen, shovwed g

o 8l Mﬁmm%aﬁ?ﬂ o) ey
brg-Fe mammfm et Ceat “ondlers a5

well, Cog Wiest 2atd |t = ssoall e o
MWM!EH‘F'F: ey Ink by litiy Bupestecs
Diniessd Satee sty lmmﬁrﬂrﬂﬁhﬂt
,.-*. RERINCE BWERE. . Surans Wl pat
; lmj.mr Cecgapimaliy, b okl

'ww $0 o sl g i wtich
U the Ak seees Vo segpest R

A

Ve [oahmy Thes st o T
Sesprici’s mﬁm meﬁnm &pome
'ﬁmmm Tams ol saz=, imwm

o ke farge. 150 couls T fund e Ul £ 8
pwetort mﬂrmh-m sescty e tioadoe thal 2y 1
degermitindiins [ gunse Tuwoylle prar tall sl Irssecing

Zememnbies wion, witile teck i oo yoo ssid oo didn
ek o’ & s oed e m Gae veal verle?

i Toprorta Fi'wele, Ve 38 e s Clomos 1050









-

CONNBCTICEN FiE
ﬁmwiﬁ
T areg TR

M < ﬁhmM&rﬂrhmMﬂmﬁ f s 15‘

SHrapleer Hi"""#"-’["’qﬂ —any
ﬁﬁmﬁl i it coenr il Aol 228
w) Coeemmon Hlﬁﬂw oy 0 i Seanh i
Rty rriated Husimtnsed. .umlmm
Gt D |V ypeiar & 27 in Grsiasd (N
Kttt A &3 i Westpe (T, W
2 ¥ b Strusiord (39 YaTow. thidased Viexo il

b Tl il ﬁﬂ} Blus.mended Vi .i.p!i{ ﬂ‘,

um‘ﬂ "gh Lk ..
ﬁ&-wm,

mmmrmjau uﬂ'wﬂﬂh" =
Hhakleped G753); Mank Sssuthew- 4 amm "F‘ i
Sevaflesw: Aol 19 i Wasersswny _
10 = Snoen YORL o
g Wikgry Ay 18 tn Casprpriole (OF), Bl piy
Cisoaniar: Ajf 12 Seraitosed (K Woc TGN
mugﬁm:hm[mm.ew@uwmw s
Wi TEnwen [Bia); Tennessse Wartde gy ¥ 5
(RN), Naslnedhie Warhler: Apell 26 b Bridems: (WB);
Yullow wmw;m#mmw
G W onbiliess ARSI 25 b, blerider: (P03 Hace-and Wihile
Warrplee: Apell 16 00 oS [ Wiesdtemiiriy Wit
AT 49 i e (9% wentionds Aparil 86 m Chasier (155
Nearthaon Wassrthrusi: sgm 15 on Bt ISagaprmm (T4,
alistane Walertusiiic Aopl 1O n Waatstvghon {1%) Scariey
Tenaaet Apel 21 5 Mysse (AW Chiuitig Soarow | A
& tn WESd el (FH: S:eimmm‘iu"i tailinl Sowrraw .,5-
B b0 Seebi l._,u.IIF'_‘E;I rsarisaart C=repbsalys ATl 20 o

*




A F“ﬁ ™
.ml:r.dsxq, :
mﬂﬂ- JF‘?I*': L _.'"if!

e IR

9 o -'-{,.
! S T & U ; Mi'u.'m
.L_ﬁ_,, ‘--|)‘; '1!'[ .‘.'3

b =0 MERTER XA

2 :j!.n.-u , T A RSl
PSccne va 3t Socarrd Puges
A f-‘w-n_i-:i-ai.ﬁ}p"ﬁm:: 47
INET o w0 % aboeghe T
o | f¢'&.& ¥ -
W< ey Mationd) Wikilge
RP.”.-_I,‘F. =n ”}'ﬁﬁm m
by 22y Mﬁ&
) w.' T mnwﬁ
1oty SRS Shgt
fa wi.;mait.ﬁluilu,a
exuptialny L, Foamlen Jaren
= |y o= wph.&m 3
Sty Masyi 153 7L 23
Bege [ Mgl Hohee hdaesis,
4 (Areh e R dpord
nudfesnd Wi JBAT (RN
foo= Jn Nabcnsy Shate Foey
1 Enatfend Tisady 20-1)
sl D) et lher 20 0
3 iy TR om ST
;"'- L" i W
L Borasine Wi 2
Foun Sesdy Aol

&7 wraa vy Troey), bl

PteNi=w 18

Crphand Croale el T I8 Wbt
e Chinies A=l A i Cmevanid (ATt Zsmen
phe Slarch 1% i Weoock s 1000

it || m |f]'d[| o]
wm Lwﬁﬂl@éh,;i o
o 24 TR0 TR The
Y :_.gl:ﬂ flads of Plo=iare
Plagaiin wall W e Silard: 12
e Bt U, Sty Winduur
(Al] Tingie Kedhgads
wate aEe, L) sty WS
it Cowel el Swesdord
"Hm i Take Winamsaoy
Lo T TS 1AL, wis

£ Aspau Ml it
T (8B, Twis i m
nin BealigEe Besd WG o 2

paed Uil :ﬂaMn_” 5

)

& ik S8 e tea s
l:mnm were
ﬂlﬂe} H‘Jﬂ S|
o My S ACH A o
femabs fSastogmin D
mm Al UG gt

Gl ol i)
rermaireat el by 15 Fous
Sk oot Srtioded it
Mefinuy Riseryvedy in S
o Rdasdy 24 110, and
A5 wT".i.H.HW"It_‘F&- :m.\l'.e:l-
ellmwiee s cnew PRSP
U ey 58 0 Femiuly
Harrow's Sealdimreyes s
il Soamifves oy Nleyen v
Ly ar! 2 W oy
o Mapen 35 (B 2k & el
e Beesrel dovehhnt

WHER | [










ﬁmﬁ&%
Wizmlsar o ey  5%a) st
:Mmﬁ:ﬂm _
;’mmﬂmm
Foit, wim f

u-:m Lyss GG A) Wi'-.wr
T A e reperies
Toestnl dbhi) we'matew apmives

FWRENAOES TR, = e
ik e ey S
Weselliry (G5, s
& 1¥ Capy-cimeed (tyow)
Trionsh socords A, Bodismian




red 1A
Wode 5f Cadar Weowiogs
Mzmrn 34 i Fenwindon
TG Iniosesd oy g on
Bhanct V3 i Berichawend
R anel o e LiChem
it mﬁm;&mﬂ!&'—
;mu:“ o A 'S-15

win edsiional sis bink wane
mmﬁrmﬁmﬂ\r
Saissl feoort of sme oe Aps
18 Rl L E

fe anggllw

o 5 “ﬁm'ﬂfﬂi
o kany Wi ware
o Uleatr H:l_p L1 E
Fast fodke fn Mew Habe
S0 1 Mj,ﬁ‘ﬂnhwv
My 1% (LT, Babaots fany

1% (ETLry il Wiest Szt
Ay A5 L A Yl
ot Whahilies fonend
Pl 6 i Fechaws Soate
Trerede v Veuvaer: seeyed
el 2\ et Way A0 at
) TheBnet of 16 hoammayg
Washlers wike wWoosied fnam

e e o Wartonag. i Bl Vi

F=p Mo 10%

eymmmyieiy PafmE o My 21
(WiSE). & Wﬁﬂlﬁtﬂd
ik weas W BTl e
Teate Pady Nenlpors, o
M 30 T Teeal |

Ak atule e Wienter
Tisnses vested s Sedir in

Havwsphon S0 35 (WET =
ol A Clay-enlited Beeorrw
was ptesent May 18 Suoviz)
e s ol e puetant e
It ik Senze Povadt (111
sorky B2 Mdescinwas et
20 Sevmnrab Bpsiomwe
o Wiy g L0 Tim lafrd
W the sessom. A misle

e I, ke = nes
Appesrsrgs My 12 ey 1 EIET
foy a Phbid slate secnpd (ME

28 A C-.-ni'n:rfre:: Uewmiriom
PRI i % Cowe fhisnd,
Demrford] oo Arrl 19 (U2
WY, A g™ e
wan foumin Bt O Comredins:
Ansdiuimy Sttty Shriitmag
ol faint = Wesinoes

uf Al 2 T mm&
{isssbonka wass ol Fanl ooz
tirs Wiy 17 i% W) 3=
Wﬂ&rm iy 191 T s and
u:mamr.mqmm i
Tary B2 T,

A Welloves sl
Flgckhlrd was af Sealogin
Conrey Tty oy 3¢ 3
UL Ak Tamd ihiee Dy
twited Torackie (ome ik, v
hmmies ) wozTe ciacrroned
Al 2 st FTESF (1Y)

remmt YN






Fata § Laowintan ==de
ME:':l':.,r AL bt eead
s ro wgeE ‘Hh“""f*-ﬁ‘l
,.ebh.':l:"t Wiz pucmitts. Tos
A
;erh,a.jﬁi,h.nt.ﬁmm
*.-.mﬁmm =
Wby Eris X
T G v Em
‘= PHyinesten Mandh 30
m; ang Watmdsure Ay
115 G e tew oy er
S iz S & (5] sad

2608

ﬂlmr;m Eaznh Armoc,
= Agiaraine, hasdk
NH e, RN hapﬂ@~ L
s, S feads
m “¥ _l-¢'=ﬂ! nﬂ'
Baly [ B2l Sy Tl
T8lis), mmm
v, Wanvek TBAG Mhaithes
Iurard. Amie BuotEE
A A
ednr f%:ﬁmaﬁ; Benw
e, U
st (BS1EY, mwm
#ney Womd (43R5, S
Tokey (Blir), Tadd Sroaks
(1%}, Milan 3gll Eevin
l‘h—?:-;: T el
Pesd Cwomeer (FCa). Moas
Covallavy. Pl Clamisg e
R Ceralimnf o, 1ol
Lucncy RN Léndla ey
ACalive (&) Taw ColEns

Nl Tieie. iz B

e wrere il bEWDYiom e

Mstie== .71

FateStn Comans
"f'__,,-u J,rg?]; L=y II} ;I:_ .
At Caanils AL
NEfy ‘:\umﬂwm._ .-.“_::c:»:._
Andrew l.“-tyu A
] | i), Su
Devine (0T, Hob [ awie
af.:ﬁ mmlmﬂ
(RIDRY, Asgpis Droumaiy
(AL Db (i LT
#=ndy TRvmies ‘.ﬁm: Carcl
e qn;
N »Mﬁm'w
Jem Frp, Fatuic g
(P, S| Mierth (02N
Hen m Chria 1? I '*"-A
QU S 4rz-n
Pl—‘ﬁﬂ;wm JIE
ﬂrﬂ?w e -”" u&"
(653, Warens Ve (4G, Fes
Tawe (FFen Feank Ouiio,
R el g, Lo, oo,
T G, A Sangzry,
AN Lioest, Sland Giaamie,
ltseiine Clomdarssn, Fa
Flsgmm (30s], Al Tlknsl
Cormn Fsnkees, Pesle eyl
(B, Jall Eavdock (TG
MEHML I".HIHJ-' e
=, Bitan i e, 'Pam
iﬂ-zan..lFm fuilemias; To
Liolkmees (Thdy, Yor Jw‘w
Triw), fwlis Flooel, 08
‘el Ity Eots o
Le=m Sendndl, Brke, I lodroin
el Mgl flwme I St
Erdhipomsdl, C2egl s somoiie
a2l Sy Lo, Thonns
o [l T s Thirad L isrs i

"Iq

= SR G









W N

-, ot i 4
e g
hmmﬁmammmmgﬂ .

wmm’ Jors Latghie Sully,
mwmmmwm =ainy e hiird 8.
pthes mom oox

mmﬁm-m:mjmmmm

o Frunllelin's vathes thin e inors sxpessd |
g%wﬁﬂ mﬂommam uhmiﬁl

© Thé sy Mk m@w gmmuum
T el

als &ﬂhw v Wids iy 'lwmmm

A B oy o i s Sl 38R, Revvsilig sore s

Ve wmey allasietive winglip paie bl alsc noe e ey
el Lrallisng willr o e welng 7tvesl)y i 8 Sranidiey st
Betrow yor fuh et oe e Bk, mmmmwn
Phice= nznd anti 2o vt




L












	CT Warbler Volume 28

	CT Warbler 28:1

	Contents

	About Our Cover

	Thirteenth Report of the Avian Records Committee of Connecticut, pp.1-24

	From the Rarities Committee Files: Hoary Redpoll; Identification Problems & Pitfalls, pp.25-31

	Nemesis Birds, pp.32-35

	Books on Birds, pp.36-38

	Connecticut Field Notes, Summer, June 1 through July 31, 2007, pp. 39-42

	Photo Challenge, pp.43-44

	Credits


	CT Warbler 28:2

	Contents

	About Our Cover

	2008 Mabel Osgood Wright Award, pp.45-47

	Connecticut's Next 15 Birds, pp.48-65

	21st Century Breeding-Season Birds of Aton Forest, pp.66-72

	Books on Birds, pp.73-75

	Notes on Behavior, Status and Distribution, pp.76-79

	Connecticut Field Notes, Autumn, August 1 through November 30, 2007, pp.79-89

	Photo Challenge, pp.90-92

	Credits


	CT Warbler 28:3

	Contents

	About Our Cover

	Diary of a Birding Geek: Taverner's Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii taverneri) in Connecticut, pp.93-101

	Boreal Owl Food and Foraging in Southern New England, pp.102-108

	A "Western" Flycatcher Makes it to Connecticut, pp.109-114

	Notes on Behavior, Status and Distribution, pp.115-118

	Books on Birds, pp.119-122

	Connecticut Field Notes, Winter, December 1, 2007 through February 29, 2008, pp.123-132

	Credits


	CT Warbler 28:4

	Contents

	About Our Cover

	The 2008 Summer Count, pp.133-153

	2007 Fall Hawk Migration, pp.154-156

	Diary of a Birding Geek: A Swan Showing Bill Characters Possibly Intermediate Between Whistling Swan, Cygnus columbianus columbianus, and Bewick's Swan, Cygnus columbianus bewickii, in Goshen, Litchfield Co., pp.157-162

	Connecticut Field Notes, Spring, March 1 to May 31, 2008, pp.164-187

	Photo Challenge, pp.173-176

	Credits






