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ANNUAL MEETTNG REPORT:

A11 who at tended the COA's th i rd annual  meet ing came away wi th h igh pra ise for  the pro-
gram planners,  for  the workshop leaders,  and for  our  guest  speaker,  Greg Butcher .  Sat-
urday,  Apr i l  I1 .  was a f inc spr ing day and Connect icut  Col lege in New London provided

us wj- th a p leasant  set t ing.  Thanks to George Zepko and h is  commit tee of  Bob Askins,
f ) a l - r r :  M i  I  I  a r  r n d  Q f  a n l r o n  F r a k o r

,  
q a r u  v  u v F a r u a l

Thanks to our  workshop leaders:  Dwight  Smith on owLs,  Robert  Askins on Wood.peckers,
De r i n i s  va rza  on  s i ro reb i rds ,  Deb ra  M i l l e r  on  nes ts ,  G req  Chasko  on  ducks ,  Ju l i e  Z i cke foose
an  r ^ r : r h l o r c  p^ l ^ r  l ) ew i re  on  f i nches ,  and  M iChae l  O 'Lea ry  on  rap tOrs .  ThankS  tO  COnneCt i -v l l  Y i u ! l , r v !  v  '

cu t  Co l l ege  fo r  p rov id ing  t : he  f ac i l i t i es  and  the  se t t i ng .  Spec ia l  t hanks  to  D r .  G reg
R, r r -nha r  : n  n l ^  f r i end  f rom Cor rnec t i cu t ,  t he  d i rec to r  o f  t he  coope ra t i ve  resea rch  p ro -
g ram a t  t he  Labo ra to ry  o f  u rn i t ho logy  a t  Co rne l l  Un i ve rs i t y .  G reg ' s  keyno te .  t a l k  h igh -
I  i  ohfed some of  rha 1  ̂ h-  +^rm -+:udies at  cornel l  and the contr ibut ions amateurs make to
these studies.  We are onlv sorry that  a l l -  o f  our  members could not  at tend.

A t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  a l l  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  r e e l e c t e d :  P r e s i d e n t ,  N e i l
. - ;

Cu: : r i -e ;  Vj -ce Pr :es i .den' i : ,  E: :ed S- i .h l  e i / :  Treas1,1: ! 'er . .  Rc,Jrer t  F let -cher : :  A.sc is te.nt  Treasurer , .
Car l  Tr ichka;  and Secretary,  Wini f red Burket t .  The fo l lowing were e lected to 3-year
te rms  on  the  Boa rd  o f  D i r cc to rs :  Ray  Be ld ing  o f  Ha rw in ton ,  J i l - l  Rank in ,  Wc the rs
f i e l c l ,  Ch r i s  Wood ,  Woodbury ,  and  Joe  Ze ransk i ,  G reenw ich .
* * * J < t ( * * r < * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i ' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t ( * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : k * * * * * *

WISH L IST  To  the  more  than  30  Wish  L i s t  con t r i bu to rs  who  gave  $1 ,200 ,  t hank  you ,  t hank
you ,  t hank  you .  These  g i f t s  enab led  us  t o  pay  fo r  t he
t h i  s  R r r ' l  I  a l -  i  n  -  t ^  ^  n r < r ) r j n q o q  n f  t h e  R a r c- U  P d y  5 ( J t l t C  U x  L I  d  u ^ p u r L o L r  u !  u r r s

ments  i n  ou r  pub l i ca t i on ,  The  Connec t i cu t  Warb le r .

' 1  h ^ ^ + i  6 ^  J _ n  ? r o n i  n  n r n A r r rannual  meeErng ^r  r - -** . jang
Bird Aler t ,  and to begin improve-
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I'I{E NEW ENGLAND HAWKVJATUI-{

Al l  in land hawkwatch s i tes shoul-d be staf fed on September 12 & 13.  This is ,  hopefu l ly ,
the t ime when the largest  number of  Broadwings wi l l  pass over  in land s i tes.  Also watch
on  Sep tember  19  &  20 .  Bes t  da tes  a t  i n l and  s i t es  a re  Sep tember  12 -20 .

MAJOR INLAND LOOKOUTS ARE:

Ches tnuL  H i l l ,  L i t ch f i e l d . Ca1 l  Ray  Be ld ing  fo r  de ta i l s  (485 -1368 )

Hunt ington State Park,  Redding. t : f f L A r r v F ische r  f o r  de ta i l s '  ( 426 -3901 )

P ine  Moun ta in ,  Eas t  Ha r t l and .  Ca l l  Be t t y  K le ine r  f o r  de ta i l s  (658 -5570 )
A r  . l ^ \ t  K S n t t h

A r r r ] z a r  P i A n a  a t

U C C .  U A I I  i J J . l - ] .

Roar i r rq  B r :ook  Sanc tua ry ,  Can ton -

Greenw ich  Audubon  Cen te r ,  G reenw ich ,  s ta f f ed  da i l y  i n  Sep t
M a c a u l e y  ( 8 6 9 - 5 3 5 3 )  o r  J o e  Z e r a n s k i  ( 6 6 I - 9 6 0 7 )  .

DATES FOR SIIORELINE WATCHES: SEPTEMBER 26 & 21 and OCTOBER 3 & 4

an r r r . , l r o ro  a lnnc  the  Conpec t . i cu t  sho re  may  be  good .  L igh thouse  Po in t ,  New Haven  i s  we l l -
known  fo r  heavy  f l i gh t s  oJ '  hawks .  Ca l l  A rne  Roseng ren  (248 -2903 )  o r  R i cha rd  Eng l i sh ,
( 9 C , 5 - 8 6 1 0 )  .  I J c r : c  a t  L i g h t h o u s c  P o i n t  t f r c r c  a i c  r a t . t , c s  d a i l y  f r . , m  S c l r t . . l  t o  W " " .  : 0 .



CONNECTICUT RARE BIRD ALERT -- UPDATE

The Connecticut Rare Bird. Alert is a tape-recorded message, reachable 24-hours a day,
that  in forms interested b i rdwatchers of  recent  rar i t ies,  g iv ing deta i l -s  and d i rect ions
to the b i rds.

This serv ice,  now in i ts  e leventh year ,  is  co-sponsored by the COA and the Connect icut
Audubon Counci l ,  and as of  March 31st  has been based at  i ts  new home in Fai r f ie ld at
the Birdcraft Museum of the Connecticut Audubon Society. The new phone number j-s
( 203 )  2s4 -366s .

The "voices" of the Connecticut RBA are those of well-known birders Frank Mantlik and
Tom Rochovansky.  They repor t  that  s ince Apr i l  ls t ,  the serv ice has been ut iL ized
50-100 times per week by birdwatchers. The taped messages are updated weekly, normally
on Wednesday evenings, and more often if warranted.

Reports of rarit ies are funneled in to the RBA via an existing COA network of experienced
birders throughout the state. But anyone can report sightings of rare or unusual birds
d i rec t l y  by  con tac t i ng  e i t he r  F rank  (838 -1694 )  o r  Tom (222 -7777 ) .

During the period April I to June 30, L987, 145 species have been reported on the tape,
many of these being unconmon or locally-rare species. The rarj-t ies generating the
most  exc i tement  have inc luded:  Am. Whi te Pel ican,  Tr ico lored Heron,  Snow Goose (b lue

form),  Eurasian Wigeon,  Northern Shelduck (probably escapee),  Fulvous Whist l ing Duck (3)  ,
B lack Vul ture,  BaId Eagle,  Am. Swal low-ta i led Ki te,  King Rai1,  Arn.  Oystercatcher ,  Am.
Avocet ,  Upland Sandpiper ,  Cur lew Sandpiper ,  Reeve,  $I i lsonrs & Red-necked Phalaropes,
L i t t le  & Com. Black-headed GulLs,  Caspian & Black Terns,  Black Skimmer,  Red-headed
Woodpeckerr 'Comnon Raven,  Lawrencers (hybr id) ,  Kentucky and Mourning Warblers,  Yel low-
breasted Chat, Grasshopper Sparrow, and Hoary Redpo11.

Many peopLe have a l ready real ized a number of  " l i fe"  b i rds and/or  "s tate"  b i rds due to
the ex is tence of  th is  serv ice.  Response to the new RBA has been very posi t ive.  The
key to its continued success depends on the prompt (immediate) reportinq of rarit ies
to the RBA, which can then be updated in a matter of m-inutes.

- -  Frank Mant l ik

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

SUMMER BIRD COUNTS

There are two ongoing Connecticut Summer Bird Counts, both fashioned after Christmas
Counts. They are the Greenwich-Stamford Summer Bird Count and the Western Connecticut
Bird Club Summer Bird Count. Both make important contributions to understanding the
state 's  breeding b i rd populat ions.  Their  to ta ls  c lear ly  show which species these areas
support and to what degree. As long-term ecological changes occur here and as far away
as South America, this data becomes even more valuable.

Because less is known about breeding bird distribution and densities on this scal-e than
is known about wintering birds, the results of these sunmer counts are more significant
than those from the respective Christmas counts. The populations of many nesting
species throughout much of the state are so poorly known that they can only be guessed.

The Twelfth Annual Greenwich-Stamford Count was held on June l3th and 14th. A new high
of  141 species was counted,  seven more than the previous record.  This year ts  new
species were Cof iunon Moorhen,  Cooper 's  Hawk ( the f i rs t  nest ing in  over  30 years) .  and
Semi-pahmated Plover. Of note were Least Bittern, 14 Brant, 5 Greater Scaup, 3 Ruddy
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Ducks,  2 pai rs  of  Nest ing Goshawks,  2 Red-shouldered Hawks,  a Skimmer,  46 Screech Owls,
5 Acadian and 5 Alder  F lycatchers,  2 Winter  Wrens,  and 3 Hermi t  Thrushes.  ALso observed.
were 49 Yel low-throated and -4 Sol i tary Vi reos,  whi le  the Warblers inc luded 4 Chacs,
4 Kentuckys,  12 Hoodeds,  7 Pines ( f i rs t  nested local ly  in  1984),  8 Black- throated
Greens,  Northern Water thrushes,  and 83 Worm-eat ing Warblers.  fn  addi t ion,  2 Grasshopper
and 2 Savannah Sparrows were repor ted,  as r /sere the hybr ids Brewster 's  and Lawrence's
Warblers.  I t  wi l l  be d i f f icu l t  to  dupl icate th is  tota l  next  year .

The TENTH ANNUAL WESTERN CONNECTICUT BIRD CLUB JUNE COUNTTzCENSUS was hel-d on Sunday,
June 7th.  I t  was an except ional  count ,  set t ing many new records.  The species
total of l-31- -- excell-ent for an inland count -- exceeded the previous count total-
h igh of  129 set  in  1984.  The cumulat j -ve species tota l  for  the lO-year count  is  153.
Ed Hagen,  of  Woodbury,  serves as the count  coordinator /compi ler .

The h ighl ights of  the 1987 count  were:  Common Loon (new for  the count) ,  Double-crested
Cormorant ,  Common Merganser,  Sharp-shinned,  Cooper 's  and Goshawks,  Sol i tary Sandpiper ,
Marsh wren (new),  Swainson's  and Hermi t  Thrushes,  Lawrence's ,  Wi lson 's  and Mourning
Warblers.  There were a lso new hiqh tota ls  for  31 species.

Other  h ighl ights,  over  the years,  for  th is  rura l  in land count ,  inc lude:  Am. Bi t ten,
Snow Goose,  Hooded Merganser,  Osprey,  Bald Eagle,  Wi ld Turkey,  No.  Bobwhi te,  Sora,
Greater  Yel lowlegs,  Dunl in ,  N.  Saw-whet  Owl ,  Yel low-bel l ied Sapsucker ,  OI ive-s j -ded
Flycatcher ,  Golden-winged,  Tennessee,  Black- throated Blue and Kentucky Warblers,
YelLow-breasted Chat ,  Whi te- throated Sparrow, and Pine Sisk in

Part ic j -pat ion has been qui te good,  wi th an average of  35 par t ic ipants per  year .  The
June count uti l izes the same L5 mile diameter count circle as the annual Chri-stmas Bird
Count. It includes the towns of Woodbury, Roxbury, Southbury, Washington, New Milford.

June counts/censuses are as much fun as the more popular Christmas Bird Counts, but
are even more valuable in  that  they moni tor  the heal th of  an area 's  breeding b i rd popu-
lat ions.  I f  conducted long- term, these counts help ident i fy  decl in ing species (such
as Am. Kestnel  or  Whip-poor-wi l l )  or  increasing species (such as Red-bel l ied Woodpecker)  -

A most worthwhile undertaking for local birding groups woul-d be the establ-ishment of
Summer Bi rd Counts where Chr is tmas Bird Counts now exis t .  I t  great ly  s impl i f ies these
breeding censuses to use the ex is t ing CBC ru les,  terr i tor ies,  and organizat ions,
although they wil l vary somewhat from the traditional mid-winter counts.

!

The preferred counting period, the second and third weeks of June, is a time when most
species are on thei r  nest ing terr i tor ies,  s inging is  largely undimin ished,  and migrants
are in f requent .  The resul ts  may be broken down into breeders,  possib le breeders,  and
non-breeding l ingerers and migrants.  From these tota ls  a much bet ter  understanding of
our native nestJ-ng bird populations wil l be gained.

CBC part ic ipants,  p lease consider  th is  act iv i ty  for  next  year .  You wi l l  f ind i t
very chal lenging.

- -  Frank Mant l ik ,  Joe Zeranski

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ) k * * t r * *

BARN OWL INFORMATION WANTED

George Zepko is stil l interested in receiving information
tions of the Coihmon Barn Owl in Connecticut. If you have
it to: BARN OWL NESTING PROJECT, BOX 966, MIDDLETOWN, CT

on s ight ings or  nest ing l -oca-
any in format ion,  p lease send
06457
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The Hartford Audubon Society is offering a birding trip to Cal-ifornia from September , \
4-L4,  1987- The pr imary focus w111 be on pelagic  b i rds as th is  . is  an excel lent  t ime I
of  year  to observe Storm Petre ls  (up to 6 species) ;  B lack- footed ALbatrossi  up to 5
species of  Shearwaters;  a var iety  of  Alc i r is ;  and perhaps a West  Coast  rar i ty .

The i t inerary wi l l  inc lude pelagic  t r ips to the Faral lon IsLands of f  San Francisco,
l ' lonterey Bay and seaval ley,  and of fshore Monterey.  rn addi t ion,  about  hal f  the t ime
wirl- be spent l-andbirding in the Monterey area. Participants wil l stay in *olets r.ra
eat  pr imar i ly  in  restaurants.  Approximate tota l  cost  for  the t r ip  is  9750 ( inc ludes
round trip air fare from Hartford), plus aLl meals. The number of participants for
the t r ip  is  L imi ted to L6,  so making your  reservat ions prompt ly  is  essent ia l .

For reservations for this exciting trip or for future information, call tr ip leader
Sam 'F r i ed  a t  232 -6763 .

NOTICE:

To al-l coA members who received the April issue of The Connecticut Warbler that had
mixed up and missingr pages, please 1et Carl Trichka know and he wil l send vou another
one.  His address is  314 Unquowa Road,  Fai r f ie ld,  Ci  06430 - -  phone 2 ig-26i3.

' :

WANTED:

TRIP ANNOUNCEWNT:

Someone with an Al2ple-Macfntosh computer who
The Connect icut  Warbler .  I f  in terested,  cont

CO/r WINDOW STICKERS AVAILABLE:

Extras of  our  yel low COA "Connect icut
anyone who woul_d l ike them" Contact:

d be wiLling to type manuscrj-pts for
Bet ty  K le iner ,  658-5670.

Warbler  eml l lem" are avai lable at  $ l  each for
CARL TR]CHKA (259_2623).

COA DIRNCTORY

COA OT'FICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS

Fres iden t :

V ,  P r e s :

T reasu re r :

Ass t .  T reasu re r :

C a n r a f : r r r .

M a m h a r q h  i  n .

Ct.  Warbler

D r n c r l n .

Rare  B i rd  A le rL :

tJuJ tec l .n :

Nei I  Curr ie
426-986I

Fred Sib ley
4 8 6 - 8 5 4 8

Robert Fletcirer
2  I  Z - Z O Z 3

Carl Trichka
2 5 9 - 2 6 2 3

Winnie Burkel-t
429-3L94

Debra Mi l ler
( 6 1 7 )  5 2 O - L 2 8 9

Debra Kleiner
658 -  56  70

George Zepko
3 4  7 - 1 1  3  3

Roland C. Clement
838 -8619

Joe Zeranski
661*9507

?odd Weintz
32?*86'112

Ihe Connect icut  Audubon SocietY
I  t {  U n g u o * .  R o a d
f . i r l i e l d .  (  I  0 r r l l 0
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