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REPORT ON MAY 1988 BIG DAY COUPILATIONS
F] . veg roupSo fb i r de rscon f f i h i scom i : i } a t i on .Da tes fo r t he

"-"Big Days! ' ranged f rom May r+tn to  May 22nd, .  The cumulat iVe l is t  o f
the f ive groups inc l -uded 2O7 species p lus one race (Bul lockrs or j -o le) .

Missj-ng from the l ist of 207 were a few species we might have expected
to see in  that  t ime per iod:  B lue-winged'Teal ,  Common Gal l inu le,
common snipe,  _water  

p ip i t ,  ph i ladelphia v i reo,  Mourn ing warbrer ,
Ye1low-breasted Chat ,  and L incoln 's  Sparrow,  a l l  o f  which have been
seen  on t tB ig  Days  i n  o the r  yea rs ,  bu t  a re  neve r  easy  to  f i nd .

Notable on the cumulative l ist were common Raven (in two places) and
the hard- to* f ind Gray-cheeked Thrush.  A lso notable were lpec ies that
were probably  l inger ing:  Snow Goose,  Shoveler ,  Greater  and Lesser
scaup,  Buf f rehead,  sur f  and whi te-winged scoter ,  and Mer l in ,  and
Peregr i -ne.

- -  Nei l  Curr ie

NOTES ON THE FALL 1988 HAWK MIGRATTON
'I 'ne raI I  ml-grat l -on was once agaj .n  spectacular .  At  Quaker  Ridge in
Greenw ich ,  a  reco rd  4O,  o6g  ha r l ' ks  | nc lu ,1 inE  34 ,000  t s roac iw i l gs ,  we re
counted.  The b iggest  day was september l_6th,  when over  13;o0o
Broadwings passed the lookout .  At  L ighthouse point  park in  New Haven,
w i th  obse rve rs  s t i l l  on  hand  in  November ,  t he  coun t  i s  ove r  24 t1oo .
In the Fal- l  BULLETIN, Hawk Watching in Connecticut, we attempted to
expla in when and where to  see migrat ing hawks in  our  s tate.  We noted
that  a t  L ighthouse Point  the most  abundant  species,  consis tent ly ,  is
the sharp-shinned Hawk.  wouldnr t  you know i t !  Th is  year ,  a f ter
September 14th,  Broadwings were a long the shore in  great  numbers.
Thus,  the 9,300 seen at  L ighthouse th is  fa l l  made thern number one.  rn
addi t ion to  the above,  south windsor  repor ted over  2,500 hawks,
Sou thbu ry  (F1a t  H i l l )  ove r  5 ,500 ,  and  Wh ippoorw i l l  H i l I  i n  Newtown
over  7 ,800 .  Fo r  de ta i l s  on  the  hawk  m ig ra t i on ,  wa tch  fo r  t he  f i e ld
notes in  an upcoming Warbler .

- -_  Nei l  Curr ie

4El3l r NEED owl, PELLETS. They are a very effective, hands-on
method for  teaching ch i ldren about  owls,  and I  have used up-ny supply .
T wi l l  be teaching severa l -  ch i ldren 's  c lasses on owls th is  iu i i ter  ana
sure could use some pel Ie ts .  f f  you have pel le ts  you wou1d.nr t  rn ind
par t ing wi th ,  oL know where I  could co l lec l  some,  f l " "=e le t  me know.
Winn ie  Bu rke t t ,  ( 2O3)  429 -3194 ,  T7  Sou thwood  Road ,  S to r r s ,  CT  06368 .

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHERS Sam Fr ied,  Pres ident  o f  the Har t ford Audubon
society  and-E-proEessional  b i rd  photographer ,  wi l l  now do for  CoA
members what  he has been doing for  h i -msel f .  He wi l l  dupl icate your
b l rd s l ides,  en larg ing and cropping as requested,  to  make the b i rd  a
larger  par t  o f  the image.  This  can make your  s l ide presentat ions much
more in terest ing and ef fect ive.  Fr ied a lso makes custom Cibachrome
pr in ts  f rom bj - rd  s l ides.  For  more in format ion,  contact  h im at  90
sunny  Reach  Dr j - ve ,  wes t  Har t fo rd ,  c r  o6 l -L7 ,  (203 )  232 -6763 .



TIME ONCE AGAIN TO UAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS COUNTS PLANS
unr l -scnas counts are a wonderful  m1x of  ser ious birding and
social iz ing.  .Taking part  in a count is a marvelous exiuse to indulge
in  your  favor i te  pas t ime ins tead o f  f in j . sh ing  your  Chr is tmas shopp i ig
or  r : l  can. i  nr ;  I lp  t -he hot t : ;c  i r  f '1-cr  t ro l . i rJay hor . rs ;eqrrcst r , l  h lve l r : f  t

I t ' s  a  g rea t  t ime  fo r  reney inq  acqua in tances ,  en joy ing  a  day ,s  b i rd ing
wi th f r iends and contr ibut ing,  in  a very rea l  sense,  to  our  knowledge
of  the b i , rds of  the s tate -

I t 's  a lso a t ime when rar i t ies are turned up,  and count  par t ic ipants
who learn of  a  I 'good b i rd"  f i rs t  are best  ab l -e to  I 'chase j - t .n  anyone
ser iousLy t ry ing to  bui ld  a s tate l is t  should take par t  in  as many
coun ts  as  poss ib le .

In  Connect icut  we have seventeen recognized counts to  choose f rom.

which br ings up the point  - -  many counts are in  ser ious need of  more
. .obse rve rs .

The fo l lowing l is t  o f  State Chr is tmas Counts has been compi led to
encourage Members to take part in new counts. Most of us have rour
ownrr  favor i te  count ,  but  why not  get  out  to  a d i f ferent  par t  o f  the
state? r t rs  a 'great  way to  add to  your  own knowledge of  good b i rd ing
spots,  and by tak ing par t  in  other  counts you,re maf t ing a real
contr ibut ion to  the s tate records.

So  he re  a re  seven teen  ch r i s tmas  Coun ts  t o  cons ide r .  A t l  comp i l e r s
w j I l  we l come ,you r  ca I I  t hey  a re  _LooX ing  f o r  he lp !

OXFORD Sunday .  December  18 th
Con tac t :  Buzz  Dev ine  888 -5161

Mark  Szan ty r  756 -8362

Comp i la t i on  a t :  Sam Whee le r r s  house
B Moun ta in  Rd . ,  Seymour

Sundav,  December 18th
Con tac t :  W i l f o rd  Schu l t z  265 -6399

James McBr ide 235-4976

Comp i l a t i on  a t :  93  Ha r r i son  Rd . ,

,Wa1l ingf  ord

Sunday,  December l8 th
Con tac t :  Dav ld  T i t us  635 -1544

Comp i la t i on  a t :  376  Ma in  S t . ,  Co rnwa l_ I

Saturday.  December 17th
Con tac t :  W inn ie  Bu rke t t  429 -3194

OUINNIPIAC VALLEY

SALMON RIVER
(Mat tabeseck  Audubon
S o c i e t y )

STORRS.
( N a t c h a u g  O r n "
S o c i e t y )



. TRATL WOOD Tuesdav,  December 27th
Contact :  Sam Higgins 429-321-9

Wednesdav.  December 28th
Contact :  Fred Sib ley 453-9345

Frank Gal lo  562-424L

Compi la t ion at :  Mi l ford point  Sanctuary
To ta1  Spec ies  86 :  1 l -9

COMMENTS: This count is held mid-week so as not to confLict with
other  counts,  but  needs more observers!  Even i f  you can onry put
h a l . f  * d n y ,  c a l  l  .

Count  has the potent ia l  to  be the h ighest  to ta l  in  the s tate wi th
good  m ix  o f  spec ies .

WESTPORT Sundav,  December 18th
Contact :  Frank Mant l ik  4s4-L95O

Ed H ies tand  227 -7253

Compi la t ion at :  Nature Center  for
, Ti"*::3:il:"1"1:riv*ies

Westpo r t  06880

Tota1 Species (Norma1 expect  about  110)

COMMENTS: Recent highlights from past serrera' l  years include Baid
Eagies,  waier  p ip i t ,  Lark sparrow,  Red-headed w-oodpecker ,  Mer l in ,
Tundra swan,  Gr .  whi te- f ronted Goose,  Ki -ng e ider .  This  is  the aotn
consecut ive year  for  th is  count .

WOODBURY-ROXBURY Saturdav,  December 17th
Con tac t :  A ld ro  Jenks  263*26T3

Compi la t ion at :  Woodbury Communi ty  House

highl ights  inc lude:  i ,2  Bald Eagles ,  2A2 Bluebi rds,
K ing le t s .

STRATFORD-MILFORD
(of f i c ia l  qoA Count )

COMMENTS: Recent
1 ,77  Go lden-crowned

t n a

a

BARKHAMSTED Mondav,  December ,26 th
conracrr oav"Toffi _ sot$n 1,56?* tlsl

Dave Tripp(fs) 379-9237

Conpilat i-on at: Roaring Brook N.Jrrr" Center

COMMENTS: Thi rd year  for  th is  count ,  which needs your  suppor t .

Saturdav,  December 31st
Contact  :  Bob Dewire (W) 53 6-  j -2  t -6

(H )  see -3  085

Compi la t ion atz  ' t  Mary But ler  Dr . ,  Water ford

NEW LONDON
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.  GREENWICH-STAMFORD Sundav. 'December 18th
Contact: Tom Baptist (9r-4) 629-1-LLZB

Gary Palmer 661,-4897

COMMENTS: Recent highlights include: Red-necked Grebe, Double-
crested Cormorant, Turkey Vulture, Rougrh-legged Hawk, Merl in, Gr.
Yel lowlegs,  Yel low-breasted Chat ,  Snowy Owl ,  N.  Or io le .

HARTFORD Saturdav. December 31st
Contact :  Jay Kaplan 693-0 i_57
Cornpilat ion at: Westmour park, Flagg Rd

West Hartford
(7 : , 30  pm,  Jan .  2 ,  1989 )

H fDDEN VALLEY Mondav ,  Januarv  2nd
Con tac t :  Jeane  Kau fman  355 -1699

s iby l l  G i l be r t  ( 914 )  855 -3266
Rt .  L ,  Box  236 ,  paw l ing  Ny  1 -2564

Conpi la t ion at :  pat t terson/pawl ing Town Hat l

COMMENTS: This  count  s t raddles the NY-CT state l - ine.  CT b i rds are
ta l l ied separate ly  and sent  to  CoA,  in  addi t ion to  fu lL  count  data.
We have many interesting areas to cover, but very few observers. We
welcome more help frorn other counts.

LqXnVff,Ln-SHenOlq Sunday, Decem.ber t;B.!h
Contact :  Bob Moel ler  364-593G

Conpilat ion at: Northeast Audubon Center

COMMENTS: Should produce Ravens ! l_4 Saw Whet Owl_s.

LITCHFIELD HfLLS Sunday.  December 18th
Con tac t :  Ray  Be ld i ng  485 -1368

Comp i la t i on  a t :  L i t ch f i e ld  Grange  Ha1 l ,
R t .  202

NEW HAVEN BIRD CLUB Saturday. December 17th
Contact :  Bob Dewire (W) 536-121,6

(H )  5ee -308s

Cornpilat ion at i  7 Mary Butler Dr. ;  Waterford

OLD LYME-SAYBROOK Sunday, January 1st
Con tac t :  Jay  Hand  434 -021 ,3

76  S t i l l  Lane ,  O1d  Lyme 0637) .

Cornpi la t ion at :  Essex Town Hal I



l i lLOCAt IrrgTINGil UPDATE
uany birders keep l is ts,  usual ly l i fe l is ts.  Bird 1ists- of the-total nurnber of species identif ied by an observer
during a specific t ime or within a particular geographic
both.  There are year l - is ts,  local  l is ts,  b ig day l is ts,
and any number of other l ists.
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may consist
or a group
area,  o f
yard l is ts,

Beginning in 1989, the COA Bullet in wil l  annual publish members' l ists
which may be of interest to other members (PROVIDED WE RECEM
SUFFfcfENT INTEREST! ). We plan to do this to acknowledge the most
active f ield people, to encourage more intense local birding, to more
deeply explore the birding potential of a great variety of areas, an6
to sat is fy ' rdaders who f ind l is ts  in terest ing reading.

AI I  CoA members are encouraged to f i f t  out  the t is t  form prov ided
below,  even i f  Just  for  a  town I Is t .  These have been inc luded for
those who make speclar  b i rd lng ef for ts  ln  a few rocar  areas.
Natura l ly ,  each person sets  the cr i ter ia  for  h is  or  her  own l is ts  and
should continue to do so. But to insure that the published l ists are
based upon the same criteria, some guidelines have been established.

a)  A person 's  l is t  should consis t  o f  those b i rds ident i f ied by
that  person.

b)  A l is t  should consis t  o f  non-capt ive b i rds ( those not  in
banding nets or in the hand), species which have been
accetrrted by the connecticut Rare Records committee.

c)  L is ts  shal - l  conta in species ident i f ied through December 31,
1988 .

This  form shaI l  be mai led by January 15,  L989 to insure publ icat ion.

TODD WETNTZ
50 WATER STREET
s.  NoRWALK, CT 05854

L I S T FORM

Observer (please pr int)

Add.ress

Tel  #

Conn.  L is t  Tota l

Town L is ts :
Town

(A11  T ime) Conn.  Year  L is t  (L9_)

a6q7n- #

County L is t :
County

BIG DAY L IST:

Date :
To ta l :

Noteworthy Species:

Genera l  Rou te :

Observers:
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