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COA has come a long way in  about  two and a hal f  years.  In  June 1987,  w€
had a problem with late paying members and had less than 200 members in
good sland.ing. That wasn't even enough for a bulk mail ing. We came to
terms with the delinquent problem and have grown to where we are nearly
400  s t rong .

Over the past few years, the Membership Committee has been very active
in aggressivet-y puisuing new rnembers and in keeping members in good
standing.  car l  t r ichka,  Steve Broker ,  Fred Sib ley,  Nei l  Curr ie ,  George
Zepko, ind Rotand Clement have served on the committee and contributed
toward i ts  success.

There is  a  great  fee l ing of  accompl ishment  each t ime we welcome a new
member to  COA. However ,  in  1988,  25 of  our  members d id not  renew. Each
non-renewing member is  a  loss a hard fought  loss,  which is  d i f f icu l t
to accept when we are working and inching along to increase our
mernbership.  I t  j ,s  or : r  goa ' l  - i -n  l -989 to  recover  thoqe 25 nenberships and
grow beyond the 400 mark.

The most successful means we have found for signing up new members has
been g iv ing out  f lyers,  a  handshake and a smi le ,  when we are out  in  the
f ie ld ,  a t  lneet ings and such.  Nei I  Curr ie ,  George Zepko,  Frank Mant l ik ,
George Clark, Ray Schwartz and many others have distr ibuted f lyers al- l
over Connecticut and have 'rbeat the bushesrr f inding new members. Thank
you .

As we star t  a  new year ,  i t  is  in terest ing to  take a look at  Our
rnembership l ist to see where our members are from. COA has members in
I2g c i t ies and towns across Connect icut ,  f rom Danbury to  Woodstock,  and
f rom Avon  (06001 )  t o  S t ra t f o rd  (06897 ) .

Surpr is ing ly ,  there are s ix ty- three towns represented by only  one
member.  These inc lude p laces l ike Forestv i l le ,  Easton,  Stony Creek,
Washington, Orange and Higganum. Only seventeen towns have f j ,ve or more
members, and of these only six have ten or more members. Lyne and New
Canaan come in  wi th  ten,  Gui l ford wi th  e leven,  and Fai r f ie ld  wi th
twelve. The two towns with the most members are Storrs with fourteen
and Greenwich wi th  f i f teen.

We have mernbers from Brooklyn, New York. One member I ives in Bliss
Neru York that  is .  Our  range extends f rom Topsham, Maine to  Los Angeles,
Cal i forn ia and on to  Vero Beach,  F lor ida.  In  aI I ,  w€ have th i r ty- three
members res id ing in  twelve s tates outs ide of  Connect icut .  Wherever  St .
John,  USVI is ,  we have a member there too.

Good t id . ings and good b i rd ing to  a l l - .

Debra Mi l ter ,  Chai rman,  Menbership Commit tee



ANNUAIJ }IEETING ANNOUNCEI'TENT

The Program Comnittee -- Winifred Burkett, George Zepko and Debra Mil ler
- -  has p lanned a fu l1  day 's  act iv i t ies for  COA's annual  meet ing,  March
11,  L989,  dt  Fai r f ie ld  Univers i ty ,  Fai r f ie ld ,  Connect icut .  The
previously mailed announcement for the meeting gave just a brief
schedule of events. The forrowing gives you comprete detai ls.

Those of you who have joined us at the previous two annual meetings wil l
not ice that  the schedule has changed just  a  b i t .  We are of fer ing s ix
workshops in the morning in two t irne periods. There wil l  be fewer
workshop periods to attend, but we have lengthened each period so that
each top ic  may be d iscussed more fu I ly .

Another change this year is that we have rnoved the Business Meeting to
the morning,  fo l lowed by lunch,  a  f ie ld  t r ip  and The Marketp lace.  AIso
new th is  year ,  the af ternoon sess ion wiL l  begin wi th  a quiz .  We wi l l
present sl ides for identif ication and then give you the answers with
explanat ions and t ips.  This  should be an enter ta in ing way to  sharpen
ou r  sk i I I s .

The af ternoon's  Specia l  Program, Restorat ion in  Pine Creek SaI t  Marsh,
covers a top ic  that  b i rders are acute ly  aware of  - -  habi ta t  dest ruct ion.
There is  l ight  a t  the end of  the tunnel  as Salvatore Bongiorno and Mi lan
Bu l I  w i l l  show us .

we hope that you wil l  be abre to join us on March i-Lth. you may pre-
regis ter  for  a  fee of  $S per  person,  o t  reg is ter  a t  the door  tor  $e.

Following are descript ions of the workshops and the special program.
For those of you who are unable to attend, w€ hope that you wiII enjoy
reading these and are encouraged to attend next year.

LEARNTNG BIRD FAMILIES: THE KEY To FTELD IDENTIFTCATIoN
Robert  A.  Ask ins,  Dept .  o f  Zoology,  Connect icut  Col lege

Most  beginning b i rders focus on the co lor  pat terns of  b l rds,  but  th is  is
not  the best  method to learn b i rd  ident i f icat ion.  Exper ienced b i rders
have learned to ident i fy  rna jor  groups of  b i rds ( fan i l ies and
subfami l ies)  us ing character is t ics  such as b i l l  shape,  body shape,
posture, and movement patterns. Recognit ion of the family to which a
bi rd belongs usual ly  prov ides guidance about  which par t icu lar  f ie ld
marks are impor tant  for  d is t inguish ing species.  This  two-step process
is  much more ef f ic ient  than memor iz ing the character is t ics  of -  e ich
spec ies .

This  presentat ion is  appropr ia te for  beginners or  those who are
inst ruct ing beginners in  f ie ld  ident i f icat ion.

J IZZ
Bet ty  S.  K le iner ,  Edi tor ,  The Connect icut  Warbler
Jay B.  Kaplan,  Di rector ,  Roar ing Brook Nature Center

of ten we are able to  get  on ly  a f leet ing g l inpse of  a  b i rd  as i t
d isappears f rom our  f ie ld  of  v iew.  Yet  in  that  br ie f  instant ,  there is
a f l icker  of  recogni t ion.  Someth ing about  the b i rd  aI lows us to  make a
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reasonably  accurate ident i f icat ion.  This  is  J izz.  In  th is  workshop we
wi l l  test  your  observat ion sk i l ls .  See how many you can ident i fy !

MUSEUM RESOURCES AS AN AID IN IDENTIFICATION
Fred Sibley, Peabody Museum

This workshop wil l  give an overview of how one resolves guestions of
ident i f icat ion.  Star t ing wi th  a speci f ic  problem, w€ wi t l  fo l Iow th is
through l ibrary resources,  sk in  co l lect ion,  and f ina l ly  sources for  a
f ina l  exper t 's  op in ion on the problem. The presentat ion wi l l  a t tempt  to
show ngt just the l irnitat ions of f ield guides, but the tremendous nefp a
good l ibrary and a reference co l lect ion can be to  any ser ious b i rder
wi th  or  wi thout  a  par t icurar  probrem in ident i f icat ion.

There wilL be an abundance of reference materiat and specimens for
exarnination by part icipants. The direction of the workshop wil l  depend
rnain ly  on the feedback f rom par t ic ipants.

FTELD TDENTIFICATION OF LOONS AND GREBES
Louis  Bevier ,  Edi tor ,  Connect icut  Breeding Bi rd At las

This  workshop wi l l  cover  f ie ld  ident i f icat ion of  a l l  species of  1oons
and grebes that  have occurred in  Connect icut .  This  wi l l  inc lude some
di f f icu l t  species such as Eared Grebe,  Horned Grebe and western Grebe,
a long  w i th  t i ps  on  bas i c  i den t i f i ca t i on .  I n  add i t i on ,  w€  w i l l  d i scuss
some species which have not occurred in Connecticut, such as pacif ic and
Arct ic  Loons and Clarkrs  Grebe.

SPARROWS FOR THE CONFUSED BTRDER
winifred Burkett, Natural ist, connecticut State Museum
of Natura l  His tory

Jhis  workshop wi l l .a t ternpt  to  make sparrow ident i f icat ion easier  by
inst ruct ing par t ic ipants on how to use the process of  e l iminat ion,
habi ta t  and behavior  as wel1 as f ie ld  marks.

THRUSHES
George  A .  c la rk t  J r . ,  connec t i cu t  s ta te  o rn i t ho log i s t

This .workshop wi l l  examine character is t ics  usefut  for  d is t inguish ing ten
species of  thrushes that  are known f rom Connect icut .  fn  addi t ion to
consider ing p lumages of  both adul ts  and young,  at tent ion wi l l  be g iven
to seasonal  abundance,  habi ta t  and behavior .

RESTORATTON IN PINE CREEK SALT MARSH. FATRFIELD. CT
Special Program

This program wi l - I  be presented in  two segments by Salvatore F.  Bongiorno
and Mi lan BuI1.  Dr .  Bongiorno wi l l  d iscuss tne s tuay he and John
Trautman have made of the restoration in Pine Creek Salt Marsh.

In  the fa l l  o f  1969 the Town of  Fai r f ie ld ,  Connect icut  erected a d ike
across Pine Creek,  d iv id ing the marsh in to two parcels .  The 7 hectare
east marsh remained connected to normal t idal f low and continues to the
present  as a v iab le sa l t  marsh of  Spar t ina a l tern i f lora,  S.  patens,  and
Dist ich l is  sp icata.  The 30 hectare marsh to  tne west  o f  the d ike was
cut off from normal t idal f low and underwent eleven years of change and
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invas ion by upland p lants ,  uncharacter is t ic  for  a  lower  s lope t ida l
marsh.  In  winter  o f  l -980,  a f ter  e leven years of  succession,  the d ike
was opened,  reestabl ish ing fu I l  t ida l  f low to the af fected area.  This
study documents the changes in the f lora from before the dike was opened
( l -980)  to  the fo l lowing e ight  growing seasons (L981--88) .  Inver tebrates
were a lso s tudied f rom 1983 onward.

Given the rapid recovery of the marsh with t idal f low restored, i t  is
Bongiorno and Trautrnan 's  opin ion that  sa l t  marshes in  the Long Is land
Sound region need not  be wr i t ten of f  as r r lost r r  even though covered by
dense stands of  Phraqmites or  a l ien vegetat ion.  About  Lo? of
Connecticut 's coastal marshes may now be pure stands of phragrnites
result ing from inpeded t idal action. This study suggests th;t
restoration can provide an environmental ly sound reiponse to the threat
o f  a  van ish ing  hab i ta t .

Mi lan Bul1,  Di rector  o f  F ie ld  Studies and orn i tho logy for  connect icut
Audubon,  wi l l  d iscuss the ef fects  the restorat ion h is  had on the b i rd
l - i fe  at  the Pine Creek Sat t  Marsh.  Among the species to  be d iscussed
are the Sharpta i led Sparrow and the Seaside Sparrow.

FTELD TRTP

we wi l l  c lose the day 's  act iv i t ies wi th  a f ie ld  t r ip  to  the p ine Creek
Sa l t  Marsh .

NEW ADDITTON TO THE ANNUAL UEETING: COA I,TJARKETPLACE

A new feature wi l l  be added to the l -989 Annual  Meet ing,  the "COAMarketp lace.  r r  coA members are inv i ted to  d isp lay and se l l  b i rd  re la ted
i tems.  The Marketp lace wi l l  be held March 11;  rbeg,  d t  B i rdcraf t  Museum
in Fai r f ie ld ,  which is  c lose to  the meet ing locat ion and the s i te  of  one
of  the day 's  f ie l -d  t r ips.  f t  w i l l  be open dur ing the lunch break and
af ter  the meet ing has ended.

So i f  you are a carver ,  photographer ,  pa inter ,  co lLector  o f  o ld  books,
c ra f t s  pe rson ,  e t c . ,  ge t  i n  t ouch  w i th  Winn ie  Bu rke t t  (42g -31 ,g4 ) ,  j , 7
Sou thwood  Road ,  S to r r s ,  CT  06269 .

CoA wi l l  a lso d isp lay and se l l  i terns donated to  suppor t  the act iv i t ies
o f  t he  assoc ia t i on .

Just  in  case you have misplaced your  pre-regis t rat ion form,  another  is
a t tached .  P lease  pass  i t  a long  to  a  f r i end  i f  you  don r t  need  i t .  Thank
you .



1989 ANNUAIJ I,TEETING
MARCH 11,  1989

FAIRFIELD UNMRSITY, FAIRFTELD, CT 06430

The fee for pre-registration is 95 for each adult
are admitted free.

Please mai l  th is  form by February 28,  1989,  so we
t ime .

attendee. Children

wi l l  receive i t  in

Number of persons attending:

Total amount enclosed:

Please make your check payable to the Connecticut ornithological
Assoc ia t ion .

UAIL Tg: eoNNEcTrcuT oRNrTHoLocrcArJ AssocrATroN
314 UNQUOWA ROAD
FAIRt r ' IELD,  CT 06430

NAME (s)

ADDRESS

CITY

Should you have any questions
regis t rat ion,  p lease contact

STATE ZIP

regarding the annual meeting or pre-
any of the fol lowing program Committee

members:

Winnie Burkett
George Zepko
Debra Mi l ler

Thank you. We hope to see

(203 )  429 -3L94
(203)  347 -1 ,133
(s08 )  52O- t289

you at  the meet ing.
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