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COA BOARD MEETING

The COA board met on November lOth. tunong subjects d.iscussed were plans for the
upcoming issue of TI{E CONNECTICUT WARBLER, and reports from various committee head.s,
including Membership and the Treasurer's report.

Plans for the Annual Meeting were reviewed -- it witl be in March and promises to
be interesting, entertaining and worthwhil-e. We'l-l let you know the exact d.ate in
the next  issue.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S :

R-ESERV$ YOUR EAGLES EARLY -- In case you haven't gotten the word, yourll need a
reservation (made well in advance) to gain entrance to the Shepauq Eagle Observation
Area. The state Department of EnvironmentaL protection has -- "imposed incremental
mod i f i ca t i ons "  . . . "  des igned  to :

"1.  ensure the wel fare of  winter ing Bald Eagles us ing the
"2- provide a quarity education experience to the generar

Bottom rine is: all individuals and groups need a reservation
your number when you get there) to get in. call (203) 566-7195
8 : 3 0  a m  -  3 : 3 0  p m .

areai  and
publ i -c .  "

( you ' l l -  be  asked  fo r
Mond.ay-Friday,

IdARBLER VOLUNTEER NEEDED -- Betty Kleiner is looking for someone in the Bridgeport/
New Haven area who would be wil l ing to pick up the WARBLER at the printer's (four
tirnes a year) ' affix mail ing labels and help take it to the Fairfiel-d post office.
Takes about  a hal f  day every three months.  cat l  Bet ty  - -  65g-5670.

FIELD NOTES -- Should be sent to: Clay Taylor ,  Old Lusvi l ]e  Road,  Moodus,  CI  06469.

RENEWAI NOTICES -- Were mailed in mid.-November.
Debbie Mi l ler  (6f7)  52O-L289 or  betrer  yet  drop
got yours but haven't renewed yet, donrt forget
as important as your dues pa)rment.

I f  you  d id .n ' t  r ece i ve  one ,  ca l l
her  a note wi th a check!  I f  you
. . .  your  support  and interest  are

WINTER ROOST SITE INFORMATION WANTED -- Doctor Dwight Smith, Professor of Biology ar
southern connecticut state university is conducting research on winter roosting sites
used by Long-eared and Saw-whet Owls. Of about 35 documented. sites, 20 are used
consistent ly ,  2-5 owls per  year .  I f  you d iscover  an owl  of  e i ther  species,  p lease
wr i te h im at  Southern Connect icut  State Univers i ty ,  5Ot CrescenL St . reeL,  New Haven,
Connect icut  06515.

NEW STATE CHECKLIST -- Leon Barkman has published a new booklet Checklist of
Connecticut Birds. rt covers 4OO species', includ^ing 190 accidenGrE.-Ei?ei-breedrnq
status and per iod i t  can be seen in Connect icut .  $2.60 by mai l :  Leon Barkman,
26 West  Street ,  Newton,  CT 06470.
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CHOUGH SIGHTING -* A Chough (pronounced CHUFF) was discovered by Buzz Devine near
Newtown on the 24th of November. A Chough is a Corvid found on rocky shores of^ ' '-

the Brit ish Isles, is slightly small-er than our crow and has a blood-red bil l  and
legs. Buzz viewed the bird on two different days and succeeded in photographing it.
subsequent efforts to relocate the bird. were unsuccessful. To our knowledge there
are no other documented sightings of this species in North America. .The bird is noc
known to wander and has a very restricted. range, even within its normal confines,
whj-ch raises the obvious question of the bird being an escapee from someone's aviarlt.

FINANCIAL SUM}trARY

So you know where your Membership Dues go, Carl Trichka has prepared the following
brief f inancial outl ine for the past two years. It should be noted that Founders
Funds are set  as ide by COA's Charter  and are not  general ly  avai lable for  operat ing
expenses.  Note j - t  was the Founders Fund that  bai l -ed us out  in  '85-186.  Whi le
we ' re  so l ven t  f o r  t 86 * t87 ,  we t re  no t  exac t l y  ro l l i ng  i n  money ,  so  p lease  keep  th i s
in mind when making your renewal payment.

L 9 B 5 - ' 8 6 INCOME EXPENSES

Membership Dues/Contributions
Founders Fund
Interest

(Less Founders)

(Less  Expenses )

I  9 8 5 - ' 8 7

Membership Dues
Founders Fund
In te res t

(Less Founders)
Working Capital
(Less Expenses)

$ 2 , 4 1 - 9 . 0 0  P r i n t i n g  $ 3 , 5 8 8 . 0 0
3 , 1 9 0 . 0 0  P o s t a g e  ( a n d  9 3 4 . 8 3

458.81  o ther  expenses)
P O r U O / . U r
- 3  ,  190 .  oo
$2 ,877  . 8 I

$ 4 , 5 2 2 . 8 3

- 4 , 5 2 2 . 8 3
-  ($ f ,645.O2)  Negat ive  Ba lance

lNCOi4E EXPENSFS

$ 4 , 7 2 3 . 4 9  P r i n t i n g  $ 2 , 2 6 3 . O O
5 , 0 5 9 . 0 0  P o s t a g e  1 , 6 6 1 . 0 3

4 5 0 . 2 6
$ ro  , 232 .75

- <  n q , o  n n
J r v J J . v v

$ 3 , 9 2 4 . O 3

$  5 , 1 7 3 . 7 5
3 , 9 2 4 . 0 3

$ I ,249.O2 Ba lance

Our improved financial position for '87 is due in large part to the leadership of
Debbie Miller, who whipped our Membership fi les into shape and made sure renewals
LTprA nrnner l  rz  h,1pdlgf l .

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMTTTEE - pECEMBER 1, l_987

The connect icut  orn i thological  Associat ion current ly  has 333 members in  the fo l lowing
n : rocn r i ac '  nn r l pd jng ' -  21 i  L i f e  -  5 ;  Sus ta in ing  -  l 0 ;  Con t r i bu t i ng  -  35 ;  Fami - l y  -  36 ;
Indiv idual  -  2L7;  Organizat ions -  3.  Of  these,26 are out  of  s tate,  ranging f rom
St .  John ,  V . I . ,  t o  Ve rmon t  and  Ca l i f o rn ia .

There are a lso 15 exchange subscr ipt ions wj- th other  orn i - thotogical  journals f rom other
countr ies -  These publ icat ions are on f i le  at  the Bi rd Craf t  Museum in Fai r f ie ld.

You should have received your  renewal-  not ice by now. I t  was mai l -ed separate ly  th is
year '  not  bound into the WARBLER, in  the hope of  faster  response.  Your prompt
attenti-on to this important matter wirl be greatly appreciated.

You can a lso help CoA great ly  by encouraging f r iends to jo in.  A newly-prepared
momhorqhin r l r rar  15 avai lable for  you to drst r ibute.  Chr is tmas Counts are the ideal
t l -me to spread the word.  Contact :  Debbie Mi l ler ,  14 Oakr idge Dr ive,  Frankl in ,
M a s s . ,  ( 6 L 7 ) - 5 2 0 - 1 2 8 9 .



TIME TO MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS COUNTS PLANS

Here in Connecticut we are fortunace
interest in the "traditional" annual
counts, we stack up well for a state

I t 's  a great  t ime for  renewing
and contributing in a very real

QUINNIPIAC VALLEY

SALMON RTVER

STORRS

TllaEchaug ort. Society)
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indeed to have widespread support for, and
Christmas Count. With seventeen recognized
o f  ou r  s i ze .

Compi lat ion at :  376 Main St . ,  Cornwal l
Tota l -  Species Last  year  - -  76

Sunday, December 20th-

As everyone who has ever participated knows, Christmas counts are a wonderfuL mix
of serious birding and socializing. Takj-ng part in a count is a marvelous excuse toindurge in your favorite pastime instead of f inishing your christmas shopping or
creaning up the house after holiday houseguests have ]eft.

acquaintances,  enjoy ing a day 's  b i rd ing wi th f r iend.s
sense,  to our  knowledge of  the b i rds of  the state.

rtrs also a time when rarit ies are turned up, and count participants who learn of a
"good b i rd"  f i rs t  are best  able to "chase i t .  "  Anyone ser iously  t ry ing to bui ld  astate l ist should take part in as many counts as possible.

Which brings up the point -- many counts are in serious need of  more observers.

The New Haven count is especially rooking for extra eyes. call stephen Broker. And
the stratford-it ' I i l ford count (which is sponsored by the connecticut ornlthological
Associat ion)  has made a p lea for  vo lunteers.  ca l l  Fred s ib ley or  Nei l  curr ie .  There
are two new (2nd' year) counts, Trail wood. and Barkhamsted, that could. also use your
support

The following tist of state christmas counts has been compiled to encourage Members t.
take part in new counts. Most of us ha-,.re , 'our cwn,'favor:te count, bui;" wl:y not gec
out to a different part of the state? rt 's a great way to add to your own knowledge
of good birding spots, and by taking part in other counts you,re making a rear con-
tribution to the state records.

so here are seventeen christnas counts to consid.er. A11 compilers wil l- welcome your
caLl  . . .  they are l_ooking for  help!

OXFORD Sunday, December 20th
Contact : Buzz Devine 888-5f61

Mark Szantyr 756-8362

Compi lat ion at :  Sam Wheeler 's  house
8 Mountain Road, Sevmour

Sunday, December 2Oth
Contact : Wil-ford SchuLtz 265-6398

(Mattabeseck Audubon Society)

Compi lat ion at :  93 Harr ison Road
Wallingford

Sunday, December 20th
Contact : David Titus 635-L544

Contact : Shirley Davis 429-3219
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TRAIL WOOD Sunday, December 27th
( 2 n d  Y e a r ! )

STRATFORD-MILFORD

Contact : Shirley Davis 429-3219

(Official COA Count)
Wednesday, December 3Oth
Con tac t : Fred Sib ley 453-9345

Neil Currie 426-986L

Compilation at: Milford point Sanctuarv
To ta l  Spec ies  86 :  l I 9

COMMENTS: This count is being held mid-week so as not to conflict with other
counts,  but  needs more observers!  Even i f  you can only put  in  a hal f -day,  ca l_ l .

Count has the potential to be the highest total in the state with a good mix of
species- As an experiment this year, there wil l be smaller areas, many more
captains and a I pm pompilation which witl allow participants to return to
the f ie ld to chase down rar i t ies seen ear l ier ,  to  explore other  areas,  or  as
compi ler  Fred Sib ley says,  " to hang around.  and te lL l ies to each other . , '

WESTPORT Sunday, December 2Oth
Con tac t : Frank Mant l ik  838-1694

Ed  H ies tand  227 -7253

Compilation at: Nature Center for
Environmental Activit ies
10 Woodside Lane
Westpor t  06880

Total -  Species 86:  IO2 (Normal  expect
about  110)

COMMENTS: Highlights from past two
Lark Sparrow, Red-headed Woodpecker,
coose,  King Eider .  This  is .  the 39th

WOODBURY-ROXBURY

COMMENTS: 1986 highlights include:
crowned Kinqlets.

BARKHAMSTED

years  i nc lude  Ba ld  Eag les  (2 ) ,  Wa te r  p ip i t ,
Mer l in ,  Tundra Swan,  Gr.  Whi te- f ronted
consecutive year for this count.

Saturday, December 19th
Contact :  A ldro Jenks 263-2613

Compilation at: Woodbury Community House

12  Ba Id  Eag les ,  2A2  B lueb i rds  ,  I 7 j  Go lden -

Sunday, December 27th
Contact :

Compi lat ion at :

COMMENTS: Second year for this count, which needs your support.

GREENWICH-STAMFORD Sund.ay, December 2Oth
Contact :

Compilation at:

Dave Rosgen 567-5281
Dave Tr ipp 379-7OLL

Roaring Brook Nature Center

Tom Bapt is t  (914)  628.111_8
Gary Palmer 66I-4897

Audubon Center of Greenwich

COMMENTS: 1986 total - 116. Highlights include Red-necked Grebe, Double-
crested Cormorant, Turkey Vulture, Rough-.legged Hawk, Merlin, Gr. yellowlegs,
Yellow-breasted Chat, Snowy Owl, N. Oriole
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Saturday, January 2nd (Snow Date January 3rd)
Con tac t : Jay Kaplan 693*0263

Steve Davis 242-2135
BiL l  At lmann 643-7I I7

Compilation at: Westmor park, Flagg Road,
West Hartford

COMITIENTS: 1986 total - 91. 1987 promises to be a good count -- two Lesser
Bl-ack-backed Gulls were noted this fall at the Hartford dump. Start the
New Year right!

HIDDEN VALLEY Saturday, January 2nd
Contact :

HARTFORD

LAKEVILLE-SHARON

Jeane Kaufman 355-1688

Sib i l  Gi lber t
Rt .  I ,  Box 236,  Pawl ing NY L2564

Compilation at: Patterson/Pawling Town Hall

Sunday, December 20th
Contact : Bob Moeller 364-5936

Compilation at: Northeast Audubon Center

COMMENTS: 1986 total - 68, including 14 Saw Whet Owls.

LITCHFIELD HILLS Sunday, December 20th
Contact : Ray Beld ing 485-1368

Compi lat ion at :  L i tchf ie ld Grange Hal I ,  Rt .  2O2

COMMENTS: 1986 totaL -  67,  inc luding an lce land Gul1 at  L i tchf ie ld Landf i l l - .
count circre has been moved slightty to avoid overlap with Roxbury.

NEW HAVEN BIRD CLUB Saturday, December l9th
Contact : Stephen P.  Broker  387-0798

Compilation at: James Auditorium
Conn. Agriculture Experiment Station

123 Hunt ington St . ,  New Haven

COMMENTS: This count needs your help. The stores wil l be crowded that
Saturday, so enjoy a day outdoors instead!

NEW LONDON Saturday, January 2nd
Contaet : Bob Dewire (W) 536-1216

(H)  s99-308s

Conpilation at: 7 Nlary Butler Drive, Waterford

COMMENTS: f986 tota l  -  LL2,  inc luding Bald Eagle,  Mer l in ,  Cooper 's  Hawk,  2 Chats.

Sund.ay, January 3rd
Contact : Jay Hand 434-O2L3

76 Si t l  Lane,  Old LYme 06371

Compilation at: Essex Town Hall

OLD LYME-SAYBROOK
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NorE:  There is  a g l i tch to a l l  o f  the above.  The new fee charged by Nat ional  Audubonsociety th is  year ,  i f  you wish your  name, i : ,o  appear in  AMERTGAN BrRDS as a par t icrpant ,
i s  $4 '00  fo r  you r  f i r s t  coun t ,  $3 -50  fo r  a  secona  and  93 .00  fo r  a  t h i r d .  o f  cou rseyou can par t ic ipate i -n a count  as an observer  wi thout  paying the fee,  you just  won, tget  to  see your  name in pr in t  unless you pay-

WHAT ARE YOUR MOST WANTED STATE BIRDS?

More and more people (your Eidtor included) are coming to the real_ization that staLel i s t i ng  i s  "whe re  i t ' s  a t . "

rf you are a casual birder, keeping a state i-i-st. can ad.d. to your enjoyment of gettrng
out '  and i t  cer ta j -n ly  wi l l  expand your  coverage of  the state.  r f  you are an aggres stve/compuls ive type l is ter ,  s tate l is t ing af fords you an out le t  wi thout  a l l -  the expense of" red-eye" p lane t r ips to McAl len,  Tucson or  wherever  the l -atest  acc identa l -  has appeared.connect icut  is  a manageable s ize geographical ly ,  and the la test  s tate checkl is t  pre-pared'  by George c l -ark l is ts  361 species wi th an addi t - ional -  3g hypothet ica ls ,  p lenty
to keep you busy!

Both as a mat ter  of  in terest  to  readers and as a
most  sought  af ter  species,  the BULLETIN is  going

Use the enclosed form to mail_ i-n the
( let rs  keep i t  wi th in the realm of  at

possib le a id to t rack ing down your
to compi le a "most-wanted" l is t .

b i rds you would most  l ike to see in Connect icut
l -east  " remotely-possib le ' ,  )  .

Your wish f is ts  wi l l  be ta l l - ied and in the next  BULLETTN we'11 publ ish the resu] ts  soyou can see how you compare with your fellow lisr.ers.

Al-so at the bottom of the form you wil l notice a space for reportingr vour current- statetotaf  i f  er rou$h 1>eople naiL back the form wi th thei r  s tate count ,  we wi l l  publ ish
a special supplement of names and lists a l-a ABA. (what happened to their 1gg7 supple-ment?)  Honor system of  course!  This is  for  fun and not  an "of f i " i f f -E=oa- i i "a l i ,

REGULAR NEW FEATURE

Based upon the composite "most-wanted l ist, " we plan to introd.uce a regular new
feature to appear in  each quarter ly  issue of  the BULLETTN. we'11-  do our  best  to  of fersuggestions on where are the most rikeJ-y spots and times to search for the specr-es you
want to see in the upcoming three-month period.

For  example i f ,  as we expect  i t  might ,  Snowy Ow1 proved to be a , ,wanted, ,b i rd,  
we,1 lendeavor to give you a run-down on where the most frequent occurrences have been --

M i l f o rd  Po in t ,  Todd . ' s  po in t  i n  Greenw ich ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

we hope to persuade long-time state birders to contribute on a regul-ar basis to this
feature.  The current  ar t ic l -e on "winter  Bi rd ing"  by Mark szantyr  is  a good.  s tar t .

whatrs more,  s ince th is  is  your  newsJ-et ter ,  you are inv i ted and encouraged to send inyour own "secret" spots and litt le-known areas where you may irave aisco,rered a rarity-
Your suggest ions could be for  "hot  b i rd.s"  on t .he most  wanted l is t  or  for  just  good
al-l-around birding areas that are not generally known.

You'l l- get more out of the BULLETTN and out of your coA Membership if you begin usingthe newslet ter  as a means of  shar ing b i rd ing in format ion.  so le t ,s  go!  r  hope tobegin hearing from Members.

Send whatever you have to the Ed.itor:

Todd.  Weintz -  (W) 50 Water  Street ,  S.  Norwaik,  CT 06g54
(H) 40 Northwood Lane,  Stamford,  CT 00903
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M O S T - W A N T E D  S T A T E  B I R D S

Help the BULLETIN compile a comprehensive l ist of .Membersr most sought after birds so
we can bring you birding suggestions on where to look for the birds you'd l ike to see
Please linit your l ist to speeies known to have occurred previously in the state.

The folLowing are the species t would most l ike to find in Connecticut. (please use
common names and l-ist in order of desirabil ity.)

1 )  1 1 )

2 )

3 )

4 )

s)

6 )

7 )

8 )

e)

r0)

OPTIONAL (BUT APPRECIATED) INFORMATION:

Narre

L2)

1 3 )

1 4 . l

rs)

1 6 )

L7)

1 8 )

1e)

20)

My state list (total ABA species identified by me) is

I have been birding (total)

COMMENTS (On COe Membership,

years.  In  Connect icut

WARBLER, BULLETIN,  Gr ipes,  Wishes) ;

y e a r s .

TODD WEINTZ
50 WATER STREET
NORWALK, CONN. 06854

MAIL TO:
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YOUR FIRST VI]NTER AS A BIRD WATCHER oT
THINGS THAT YOU KNOW BUT MIGHT HAVE FORGOTTEN

By Mark S. Szantyr

I t rs  get t ing cold.er .  The days are get t ing shor ter .  You rn ight  s tar t  to  th ink your
opt ions as a b i rd watcher  are becoming l imi ted.  Donrt  despair !  Don' t  put  those
binoculars away! These next four months, December through March, can provid.e some
of the most exciting birding you are l ikel-y to get in Connecticut.

Winter d.ictates a certain type of birding; birding predicated on a knowledge of
food.  sources and habi tat  types.  I t  is  f i t t ing,  then,  that  winter  opens wi th that
grandfather  of  b i rd watching events,  the Chr is tmas Bird Count .  This  act iv i ty ,  l ike
no other, points out the need to know the whereas, whens, and whys of food. an6
habitat for the bird species that spend. the hoLidays with us.

A Christmas Bird Count is a marathon, twenty-four hours (or somewhat less for the
sensib le emong us) ,  census of  the b i rd l - i fe  in  a speci f ic  geographic locat ion.
These counts are d.one all over the globe during the three week period in Decem"ber.
The count circle is scoured by teams of birders and their total-s are compared ancl
compiled over tales and toddies. This event pairs beginners and experts, providing
each with ample opportunity to teach and Learn. These counts are a qreat t ime and
you should get involved with one if you can.

Now that you've spent the day with your expert, and he or she has pointed out. the
int racacies of  feeding stat ions,  cedar groves,  apple orchards,  farm f ie l -ds,  corn
stubble,  open water ,  grass f ie lds,  p ine p lant ings,  landf i l ls  ( the r iper  the bet ter) ,
hedge rows,  sal tmar:shes,  shel t "ered hays . . .  yor i  get  the pc i -nt ,  yct r  : r r :e  reaCl '  Lo
venture out on your own.

Bird feeders play a large role in winter bird, watching. Feeding stations are
responsible for the range expansion, both winter and breeding, of a number of
traditionally southern species, into our area. Think of a Christmas without
Cardinals and Titmice! Feeders also provide a great opportunity to study birds
in a relaxed way, allowing you to get a good, familiar feeling about some of the
more co[unon species. With any one of the more popular f ield guides in hand and a
decent pair of binoculars, a Saturd.ay morning at the breakfast table nursing a
relaxed cup of coffee, can be more educational than a trip to the Everglades.
Things to be aware of are relative sizes of the birds, feeding behaviour (what
they eat  and where they eat  i t ) ,  co lor  of  the b i rd and where the color  is  located
on the bird, and what sound the bird is making.

Take ample notes! Especially note any bird that you find to be different from the
others.  Be prepared to see a l -ot  of  common bi rds.  Rar i t ies are named rar i t ies
because they are!

Once you are satisfied that you know your feeder bird.s, head a bit farther afiel-d.
A walk through the neighborhood can add. new and exciting species to your winter's
tally. The crab apple planting by the old l ibrary might harbor a dozen or so
hearty Robins, a Mockingbird or two, and in those wonderful "winter f inch years,"
six or eiqht Pine Grosbeaks! You notice a cavity in the large maple tree on the
corner. One cold, clear morning a soft, frey face and two yellow eyes peer back
at you! Eastern Screech OwMreat! A quick stop at your local landfi l l  and
three species of  gul ls  jo in your  1 is t .  Wi th each new speciesr  your  conf id.ence grows.
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At a-bout the time that you run out of local birdsr 1zour heart tell-s you it 's t ime ro
gas up and search for the "class" birds of winter. But where do vou go?

A good p lace to begin is  by cal l ing the Rare Bi rd A1ert .  In  Connect icut ,  s imply
dialing 254-3665 can provide more than enough places to go and birds to see- your
ears ring with reports of Snowy Owls, Rough-legged Hawks, Long-earred Owls, Snow
Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, a plethora of Waterfowl, BaId Eagles, a Raven or two
and on and on and on.

Checking a road map, your winter route begins to develop. you head. to Harunonasser
Beach State Park in Madison. By driving the park road.s and scanning the various
parking areas, You pick up Snow Buntings, Longspurs and Horned Larks. Brave the
cold winds and carefully scope the offshore waters. Loons, Grebes, and a variety
of Sea Duck species seem to pop up from the depths. Before heading out of the park,
check the cedars at the end of Wiflardrs Island. and along the entrance road to the
park. In past yearsr Long-earred., Saw-whet, Barn and Great Horned Owls have spent the
cold months roosting in these trees by day. Be sure to l-ook at the ground whil_e walk-
ing through these t rees.  The best  s ign of  an owl 's  presence is  the splash of
"whitewash" beneath a preferred roost branch.

Heading east from the park, you go to the Town Docks in Essex. From this vantage
point, study the skies for any of the birds of prey that spend the winter at this,
the mouth of the Connecticut River. Numbers of Bald Eagles of all ages frequently
are seen perched along the river or f lying overhead in their search for f ish or
ducks or the carcass of some poor unfortunate d.eer that might have met his end in
the river valley. Rough-leqged Hawks, Red-tailerl. Hawks, | iorthern I{a:riers anC ir,.an1.
other raptors can also be seen here most winters. Again, duck numbers are qood an6
the species are varied so that there is never a dul_l moment.

Going back to the west, your next stop is New Haven Harbor. More ducks and grebes
are seen and gulls by the thousands await your perusal. Keep your eyes open for
the fceland and Glaucous Gulls that occur each year. You wil l- recognize them by
their l ighter coloration and the lack of black in the outer winq.

Farther west sti l l , Merwin Point in Milford. gives up more Sea Ducks and if you are
a l itt le bit lucky, the annual f lock of Purple Sandpipers. Thesed.ark, medium-sized.
shore birds with their two-toned bil l-s t ip-toe their way along the point's rocky
shore.  Look carefu l ly !  They are easy to miss!

While in Milford, a trip at any season is not complete without a visit to Mil-ford
Point Sanctuary. This long, delicate point of l-and juts out into the mouth of the
Housatonic River and has produced some of the best birds ever to be found. in
Connecticut. By walking out to the end. in winter, a birder may find Snowy Owls,
Short-earred ornrls, the "Ipswich" variety of Savannah Sparrow (recognized by its
overall l ighter appearance and larger size), Horned Larks and., who knows, maybe
another Gyrfalcon wil l zip by.

Another area ldorth a check is the Sikorsky Airport/Lordship Marsh area in Stratford.
Snowy owlsr Short-earred Orr'rls, various Hawks and other winter specialt ies often turn
up here.
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rnland, the northwest corner of the state can be a great place to find some of the
more northern species that come to connecticut to enjoy the sun and. fun of this
l l f o m n a r r J - o l l  

a l  i -LU1"vs!qLs sr lL late-  Evening Grosbeaks,  Pine Sisk ins,  both Crossbi l ls  and a l1 of
the Finches are annual-l-y reported. Good years provid.e us with connon Redpolls and
Pine Grosbeaks- A good year is when the northern cone crop fails and the species
that rely on this food source must venture south in search of nourishment. Northern
Ravens are also seen in this area of the state. A fairly recent addition to the
state l is t ,  these large,  dark spi r i ts  can d.o a lo t  to  warm a rather  b leak day.

This is  only  a very br ie f  l is t  o f  the many spots that  can provide great  winter
h i  - ^ . ;  * -  . i  ̂  ^ ^ - - ^jJr-rLr'tr]g r-n uonnectrcut. By becoming associated with a bird club or by checking a
few of the published sit guides out of your local l ibrary (Rememberl check those
crab apples ! ) , Connecticut becomes a gold mine of places to go and things to d.o in
you r  pu rsu i t  o f  b i r ds .

Before you know i t ,  March is  here.  Yourre back at  home af ter  a great  day in  the
field. You are warm' both because of the hot cider in your cup and because of the
adu]t male Snowy owl you saw moments ago, perched. on the wind blown dune at Milford
Pornt-  You check your  b i rd.  feed.er .  This  is  where our  s tory began.  you not ice
something d i f ferent-  The ground beneath i t  is  not  the d i r ty  whi te of  a winter  pasc
r ts  pr ime,  but  is  the r ich b lack of  a Blackbi rd f lock l  Theyrre back!  Where d id
winter  go? Oops!  Here come the Warbl -ers l

-- Mark Szantyr

COA OF'FICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS

\

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage PAID

Fairfield, Conn.
Permit No. 275

P r e s i d e n t :

V .  P r e s . :

' I r ca : i L r r c r :

A s s t .  T r e a s u r e r :

Q a a r a f a r r z .

Membership:

C t .  W a r b l e r  E C :

Pi :ogram;

Pub l : i  c i t y :

Rare Bi - rd Aler t :

Bu-L 1 i : t in  :

Nei l  Curr ie
426-986L

Fred Sib ley
486-8548

Robert  F lc tcher
272*5808

Carl Tricirka

Winnie Burkett
429-3L94

Debra Mi l l -er
(6L7)  520-L289

R o 1 -  f  r r  T { l  a i  n a r

658-561O

/ l a n r n a  V  a n l z  n

3 4 7 - 1 1  3  3

Rol-and C. Clement
8 3 8 - 8 6 1 9

Joe Zeranski
66L-9607

Todd Weintz
5 Z Z - 6 0 0 2

The Connccticut Ornithological Association
314 Unquowa Road
Fairfield. CT 05430

CO1\ i,'l.Itjic'1'Orl'Y


