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Dear COA Members:

In  the spr ing of  L987,  the f i rs t  Bul le t in  was publ ished
chiefly through the efforts of i ts editor, Todd Weintz. I  regret
to inform you that Todd has been plagued with i l lness in his farni ly
and other insurmountable problems which have led to his
resignation. We owe Todd our deepest gratitude for the tremendous
job he has done.

It is our hope that the future wit l  bring better days for Todd
and that he wil l  be able to jurnp back in at a later date. Our best
wishes and thanks go to him.

We are working toward sett ing up a new newsletter staff.  Your
comments, advj-ce and involvement are invited and would be greatly
apprec iated.  P lease g ive me a ca l l  i f  you are in terested.

We thank you al l  for your patience. There were several
pioff"tns wnicn ireeded to be i,rorked out in publishing't iJ journal

lnd the newslet,ter. We apologize for the long gap between
receiving materials from us, but feel confident that we have
resolved matters and are back on track.

A great deal has been happening in the past few months, so
letrs cJtch up. The annual rneeting held on March ]- l-th a,t Fairf ield
University wal a great success, with LL9 peopLe in attendance. The
Program Committee, Wj-nnie Burkett, Jay Buss' George Zepko and Debra
t ' l i l le r  d id  a great  job of  p lanning for  the meet ing.

Our thanks goes to the workshop presenters, Robert Aski"ns,
Bet ty  Kle iner ,  i .y  Kaplan,  Fred Sib ley,  Louis  Bevier ,  Winnie
eurkett and George-Ctark for al l  their work. Salvatore Bongiorno
and Milan Bull  pnLsented the afternoon program, Restoration in Pine
Creek Salt Marsh. Dr. Bongiorno discussed the changes to the
environment at the salt marsh and Miley showed us some of the
birdl i fe found there. We thank both for their informative
presentations, with a special thanks to Miley, who is always there
when we need hirn.

Bil l  Gaunya qenerously donated one of his shorebird carvings
for  a  raf f le  to  benef i t  COA. We thank You,  8 i11,  and so does
Mi l -ey.  (He won the raf f le .  )



The new slate of off icers elected at the annual meeting are
as fo l lows:  Debra Mi t ler ,  Pres ident ;  Frank Mant l ik ,  V ice-
Pres ident ;  Car l  Tr ichka,  Treasurer ;  A l ison Ol iv ier i ,  Secretary.

Our new directors with terms expir ing in L992 are Gary Palrner,
Sam Fried, Jay Buss, Winnie Burkett, Gordon Loery and Fred Purnell .
Neil  Currie and Fred Sibley wil l  be f i l l ing the unexpired terms (to
l-990) of Jul ia Rankin and Chris Wood who were unable to continue.
Those directors with terms expir ing this year were Robert Askins,
Frank Mant1ik, Robert Moe11er, and Julie Zickefoose. Thank you
a l l .

Louis Bevier assumed the job of secretary of the Rare Records
Comnittee and Milan BuIl became the coordinator of the Connecticut
Rare Bird Alert to free Frank Mantl ik for his duties as vice-
pres ident .

The Rare Records Comrnittee, led by George Clark, has completed
its work on the checklist. The f inal version has been submitted
t,o the Board of Directors for publication and distr ibution. We
wi l l  f i l t  you in  wi th  more deta i ls  as they develop.

The Membership Committee is looking for a trvolunteerr!.  This
year we wil l  be working on a new fl ier, as well as ways to sign up
members. I f  you are interested in helping out, please give me a
ca I I .

aS always, I anviEe your commcnts-and parf icipation in eOArs
projects and publications. I am looking forward to meeting more
of you as we work together this year.

Sincere ly ,

Debra Mil ler, Presj.dent

* * * * * * * *

REVIEW LIST FOR UNUSUAL BREEDING BTRDS
Connecticut Ornithological Association

Connecticut Rare Records Committee

Looking.foq,spring and summer adventures? There are a number
of bird speties ivfrose current breeding status in Connecticut is
uncertainf and reports are needed on whether or not these birds are
breeding in historical ly known and/or new locali t ies-

The fol lowing is a l ist of bird species for which the COA
Connecticut Rare Records Committee (CRRC) would l ike to receive
information on breeding within Connecticut. The Review List for
Unusual- Breeding Birds is to be updated periodical ly by the CRRC.

Any records of breeding by the bird species l isted below, or
by other unusual breeders, would be rnost welcome for review by the
CRRC and for documentation in the CRRC files. Each such record



should be as thorough as possibre, incruding at l_east the
observerrs  name(s) ;  address,  and phonei  date and locat ion of
s igh t i ng (s ) ;  cond i t i ons  and  c i r cums tances  o f  s igh t i ng (s ) ;  f u l1
descr ip t ion of  ev idence for  breeding;  and i f  poJs ibre; '  a  f ierd
sketch or photograph. Records should be send to Louis Bevier, CRRC
secretary,  P.o.  Box 665t  s tor rs ,  cr  06268.  of f ic ia l  repor t ing
forms are also available from Louis.

Tricolored Heron
Blue-winged Teal
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Peregrine Fal-con
Black Rail
King Rail
American Coot
Common Snipe
Black Skimmer
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Red-headed Woodpecker
OIive-sided Flycatcher
Sedge Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Swainsonts Thrush
Loggerhead Shrike
Northern Parula
Prothonotary Warbler
Vesper Sparrow
Henslowrs Sparrow
Red Crossbi l l
White-winged Crossbil l
P ine Sisk in
Evening Grosbeak
Dickc issel
Common Raven

* * * * * * *

REQUEST. FOR ASSISTANEE

Roseate Terns are being colorbanded at several colonies in New
York,  Connect icut ,  Massachuset ts ,  and Maine as par t  o f  a
cooperative study of the population dynarnics of this endangered
species.  Chicks are being g iven a F ish and wi ld l i fe  se iv ice
incoloy (s ta in less s teel )  band on one leg and a co lored p last ic
band denoting their natal colony on the other leg. edurts are
receiving an incoloy band and three colorbands (two bands per leg)
in  a unique combinat ion for  recogni t ion of  ind iv iduals .  The n ine
colors belng used are b lack,  brown,  dark brue,  dark green,  l ight
green,  orange,  red,  whi te  and ye l low.  prease note the co lor  o f  the
upper and lower band on each 1eg and report observations to JEFFREY
A. SPENDELOW, usFWS, Patuxent  wi td l i fe  center ,  Laure l ,  MD 2o7o\
(31-0-498-0373)  and to  the Bi rd Banding Laboratory at  the same
address .  2

* * * * * * * *

A FTELD RESEARCH PROJECT

ornithology has become a complex science, l ike most others,
but there remain many questions about birds r or bird-plant
j-nteractions, that onJ-y f ield work can clarify.

If  therefore you have enough curiosity and can devote some
tirne and careful observation to the task, Lesrie J. Mehroff, who
is staff natural ist for the Connecticut Geological and Natural



History Survey at the University of Connecticut, in Storrs, would
appreciate your col- laboration.

He is trying to establish which birds help distr ibute the
seeds of a series on non-native plant specj-es (weeds in ordinary
parlance). Get to know these plants and watch them from season to
season, record which birds feed on them in what season and report
to Les after you have accumulated enough data. The species of
in terest  are:

Berberis thunbergi Japanese Barberry
Rosa mul t i f lora Mul t i f lora Rose
Toxicodendron radicans Poison Ivy
Celastrus orbiculatus Asiatic Bittersweet
Euonymus alatus Winged EuonYmus
Elaeagnus Autumn O1ive
Solanum dulcamara European Bittersweet, or

Clinbing Nightshade
Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle
Lonicera spp. HoneYsuckle

* * * * * * * *

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR COLLARED SWANS! ! !

Dontt pass your glasses over the rnute swans - t t just huge white
starl ingsrr - and forget them. Several research projects can
benefit  from your observations.

I f  the swans is  wear ing a ye] Iow col lar  wi th  b lack
alphanumeric lettering, i t  was collared in Wisconsl-n, and the
sighting (with the cotlar number) should be reported to:

Robert Dumbke
c/o Wi l l iam Wheeler
1-2LO North PalmatorY
Hor icon,  WI 53032

I f  the co l lar  is  b lack wi th  a whi te  inscr ip t ion,  the b i rd  was
marked in Maryland or virginia, and the sighting should be reported
to :

B i I l  S laden
P.  O .  Box  1 '77
Cen t rev i l l e , 'MD 2 I6L7
(301 - )  556 -6642

Mute swans wearing yellow wingtags that bear black numberals
were marked in Ontario in 1982, and a sighting of one of these
should be reported to:

Harry Lumsden
]-44 Hil- lview Road
Aurora, Ontario L4Q 2l'tt5
(4 t6 )  727 -64e2

* * * * * * * *



THE LONG ISLAND SOUND STUDY

The Long Is1and Sound Study (LISS) is a six-year research and
management project that began in l-985 as part of the National
Estuary Program, a recent addit ion to the federal Cl-ean Water Act
created to protect estuaries of national importance. The LISS is
a cooperative effort involving research insti tut ions, regulatory
agencies, marine user groups, and other concerned organizations and
individuals. The purpose of the study is to produce a management
plan'for the Sound that wil l  be administered by the three major
LfSS partners, the Environmental Protection Agency and the states
of Connecticut and New York.

To get involved in the study, oy for more information,
contact: The New York Sea Grant Extension Program, Dutches HaII,
SUNY, Stony Brook,  NY LL795,  Tel .  (51-6)  632-8737 i  or  The
Connecticut Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program, 43 Marne Street,
Hamden ,  CT  06514 ,  Te I .  ( 2O3)  789 -7865 .

* * * * * * * *

A NOTE ON FISH CROWS
By Roland C. Clement

One usual ly  has to  work for  oners F ish Crow's (Corvus
ossifracrus) when birding the Connecticut shore, even though they
are permanent residents here. The reason, ds most of us have
learned is  that  the i r  smal ler  s ize wi l l  not  suf f ice as a d iagnost ic
f ie ld  mark.  F l ight  a lso,  which is  more buoyant  in  a smal l -er  b i rd
wil l  not suff ice because the somewhat larger, more numerous
American Crow (C. brachyrhynchos) is so agile that i t  often amazes
us with i t  buoyancy and acrobatics.

ff  one can actually compare the two species, almost side by
s ide,  the s ize d i f ference - -  in  body length and b i l l  th ickness
is fair ly obvious, but the birds have there own pursuits in mind,
so such opportunit ies for comparison are rare events. Voice
therefore remains the safest cri terion. However one describes
thei r  notes,  they don ' t  caw.  The ca l l  is  h igher  p i tched,  more
nasal - ,  more abrupt ,  a  sor t  o f  explet ive r rbahtr !  But  f rust rat ing ly
again,  the F ish,Crow is  much less loquacious than the Amer ican
Crow. The conseguence is that one can be sure of but a mere
fraction of the Fish Crows one probably sees.

I t  was therefore a rea l  surpr ise,  and a l l  the more sat is fy ing,
to f ind a t ight f lock of forty-f ive Fish Crows at Sherwood Island
State Park,  in  Westpor t ,  o f ,  August  28,  l -988.  I  had gone,  a lone,
to spend a morning checkj-ng on shorebird migration and sketching
whatever birds al lowed suff iciently close approach. My sketchbook
was enriched by a nearly adult Great Black-backed GuI] and a tr io
of  gracefu l ,  t rans ient  WhimbreLs.  I  a lso enjoyed f ive t r i rn
Pectoral Sandpipers, one of which was brighter golden brown than



any I can remember, ot could match in any of the i lLustrations in
ny l ibrary .

But the Fish Crows were the order of the day. I sat in my car
about one hundred meters out in the large unpaved parking lot
northeast of the pavil ion, and the crows were in the tops of a
clump of talI  maples near the pavil ion. Twice in f i f teen minutes
they circled out over me at tree-top height or a l i t t ler more;
excitedly, l ike a f lock of Jackdaws sallying frorn some abbey tower
in southern France, al l  the while "talking[ in their f lat-voiced
Wdy, and then returned to the same maple loft.  They were mostJ-y
in ragged plumage, in late summer molt, with short new feathers or
none Lt aft in various slots of wings and tai l .  Having rather
obviously enjoyed this social r i tual, they then left my ken,
scattering eastward.

The Fish Crow remains one of our least-studied birds, so a
subsequent search of the l i terature did not enlighten me much. The
plunage is said to be more unifornly glossy than in the American
brow,  and unl ike that  b i rd  i t  o f ten nests  in  loose co lonj -es.
Thomas D.  Bur le igh,  in  Georg ia Bi rds (L958)  says that  the F ish Crow
nests a ful1 two-months after the commoner American Crow. This is
sornething more of us wil l  have an opportunity to investigate
because ine f isn Crow has extended its range inland in our reglion,
as attested to by the recent atlasing work which helped refocus
attention on breeding birds after a generation of neglect of this
important aspect of ornithologY

* * * * r . * * *

please mark your calendars with the fol lowing Hawk Watch
dates:

Inland Broad Wing dates, September 9-l-0, with September L5-L7
the prime weekend, and September 23-24.

Shore l ine Watch dates,  September 30-L,  and October  7-8.
Watch for large Buteos, November 4-5.
For  the Spr ing of  1-990,  mark the weekends of  Apr i l  22-23 '  and

Apr i l  29-30 for  re turn f l ights .
For  more in fornat ion ca l l  Nei I  Curr ie  (426-986L) ,  or  Don

Hopk ins  (688 -41L9 ) .

_ ,  * * * * * * * *

COA thanks Ju l ie  Z icekfoose,  f ree lance ar t is t ,  wr i ter  and
natural ist for designing a COA patch depict ing an Osprey. They are
avai lab le for  $3.00 each by wr i t ing to  COA, 3L4 Unquowa Road,
Fai r f ie ld ,  CT 06430.  These co lor fu l  patches wi l l  be qui te
noticeable in the f ield and should help us to identify COA members
on the run.

* * * * * * * *

The Connecticut Rare Bird Alert, co-sponsored by the COA and
the Connecticut Audubon Council ,  provides a tape-recorded message



! . t

that informs interested birdwatchers of recent sightings, givingt
deta i ls  and d i rect ions to  the b i rds.  The phone number is  (203)
254-3665 and is  in  serv ice 24 hours a day.

* * * * * * * *
We need dates for Christmas counts. Please send thern to Debra

Mi l ler ,  L4 Oakr idge Dr j -ve,  Frankl in ,  MA 02038 by September 15th
so we can get them into the next issue of the newsletter.

* * * * * * * *

Upda te :  Ju l y  20 ,  1989
The Newsletter Committee met last night. fn attendance were

Jay Hand, Jirn Mockalis, Janet Mitchell ,  Tom Baptist, George Zepko
and Debra Mi1ler. Ginger Bladen and Tish Noyes wil l  be
part icipating on this committee but were unable to make the
neet ing.

Some of the topics discussed for future newsletters were
orn i tho logica l  p ieces of  a  h j -s tor ica l  nature,  av ian rehabi l i ta t ion,
bird banding, conservation issues, unusual f ield observations
(behavior) ,  b i rd ing exper iences (otherwise known as ta I I  ta les) ,
news about mernbers, requests for information and so on.

We would I ike to hear about your special projects, courses you
rnay be teaching or books you may be writ ing. I f  i t  is of interest
to you, i t  may be of interest to the rest of us. Drop us a l ine.

The tone of the newsletter wil l  be very informal. Notes of
a couple of l j -nes or paragraphs are most welcome.

Do you have a question about something you have seen.
Rememberr  ro  quest ion is  s tup id,  i f  you donr t  know the answer.  So
ask us and we wi l l  t ry  to  get  an answer for  you.  For , instance,  I
(Debra Mi11er) would l ike to know if anyone has seen where White-
eyed Vireos get those l i t t le chips of wood they use on the outside
of their nests. Has anyone come across a reference on this or seen
them bui ld ing a nest? I rm cur ious.

We are set t ing up a publ icat ion schedule so i t  w i l l  be easier
for you to send in news and announcements. The deadline for
submission of i tems for the next newsletter is September 15 , 1-989.
As we get more organi.zed, we wil- l-  give you a ful l- yearrs schedule.

At the meeting, Jim commented that, ideal-Iy, the newsletter
should be a forum for the membership and that most of the items
should come from the membership. So keep those cards and letters
coming.

Hope the rest of your summer is f i l led with great birds and
good f r iends.

* * * * * * *



1 - t i

Please check your mail ing labe1. Under your name you wil l
f ind a double digit number and a letter. This gives you your
current membership status, i .e. 89M. If  your label- does not have
an g9 beside the letter (excluding Founder tFLl and Life Members

tl , i l  )  r you are not a member in good standing.

If you have any questions regarding your membership, pl-ease
contact us. I f  you have yet to send in your 1989 dues, please take
a moment to renew your membership. We need you!

].989 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Ind iv idua l . .  $ l -o .oo  pe r  yea r  Sus ta in ing . .  $30 .00  pe r  yea r
Fa rn i l y  . $15 .00pe ryea r  *L i f e  ( I nd i v i dua l ) : . . . . . . . $300 .00
Con t r i bu t i ng  $20 .00  pe r  yea r  *L i f e  (Husband  &  W i fe ) . . . . $450 .00

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
BIRD CLUB AFFILIATION

The Connectictrt Ordthological Assaiation
314 UnquoweRoad
Fairlield, CT 06480

STATE ZTP

please make check payable to The Connecticut Ornithological
Associat ion and rnai l  to  31-4 Unquowa Road,  Fai r f ie ld ,  CT 06430.
*Life memberships are payable in three annual i .nstal lments.
Dues and contri6utions are tax deductible as al lowed under the law.
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