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P lease  submi t  ma te r i a l  f o r  t he  nex t  news le t te r  by  Ap r i t  15 ,  1990 .

Dear  COA Members:

Just  a  quick reminder  to  send in  your  membership renewals
for  1990.  I t  is  easy to  put  renewal  forms as ide and forget  about
them. So p lease take a moment  to  send i t  a long to  us.

Thank you to al l  of you who have renewed already.

* * * * * * * *

TIDBITS ABOUT CONNECTICUT BIRDS
By Tom Baptist and Joe Zeranski

Wi th our  book Connect ieut  B i rds about  ready to  be re leased,
\{e thouelht i t  might be fun to share some of the interestinEl
th ings  v re ' ve  l ea rned  abou t  t he  s ta te ' s  b i rds .  The  f i r sb  l i s t  o f
Connect icut  b i rds was compi led by Rev.  James L ins ley in  1843 and,
aecord inel  to  C.  Har t  Merr iam, conbained 239 species wi th  adequate
ev idence .  D r .  Mer r i am l i s ted  Zg t  spee ies  i n  h i s  book  pub l i shed
in  1877 ,  and  Sage ,  B i shop  and  B l i ss  l i s ted  334  spec ies  i n  t he i r
1913 assessment .  What  b i rds have been added to the s tate l is t
s i nce  1913?

Sgeeies

Euras ian WiCleon
Wes te rn  K ingb i rd
Yel  1ow-crowned Night-Heron
Casp ian  Te rn
Am.  Wh i te  Pe l i ean
Ru f f
B lack -necked  S t i l t
B laek-capped Petre l  "
Townsend ' s  So l i t a i r e
Grea te r  Wh i te - f ron ted  Goose
Gray  Jay  (H )
Ha r r i s 'Spa r row
Tr i co lo red  Heron
At lan t i c  Pu f f i n
Wood Stork
House  F ineh
Black-headed Grosbeak
L i . t t l e  Gu l l
Tuf ted Duek (H)
Cat t le  Eel ret

Date

January ,  1920
November ,  L92 !
Ap r i l ,  I g22
June ,  1928
Oetober, t928
Oc tober  1934
September,  1938
Oetober ,  1938
May ,  1939
1  940
Deeember ,  t 944
December ,  1945
June ,  L947
November,  1947
June ,  1949
195  1
January ,  1953
Februa ry ,  1955
November ,  1956
Apr i l ,  t 957



Var ied Thrush
Eared Grebe
Common Black-headed GuI l
Nor thern Wheatear
Blaek: throated Gray Warbler  (H)
Smith '  s  Lon€lspur
Chestnut-eo11ared LongsPur
Spotted Redshank
Cur lew Sandpiper
F rank l i n ' s  Gu11
Whi te*winEled Dove (H)
Greater  Shearwater
Mew Gu l l  (H )
Gray Kinelb i rd
Whi te- faced Storm Petre l
Cory ' s  Shearwa te r
Herm i t  Warb le r  (H )
Razo rb i l l  (H )
l,ark Buntinef
Western Grebe
Manx Shearwater  (H)
Sandh i l l  C rane
Burrowing OwI
Painted Buntine!
Band- ta i  led Pie leon
Barnae le  Goose
Swa inson ' s  Hawk
Sharp- ta i  led Sandpiper
Boa t - ta i l ed  Grack le
Fulvous Whist I  ine l -Duck
LeConte 's  Sparrow
Euras ian Jackdaw

February,  1960
December,  1964
December,  1964
Sep tember ,  i 965
October  1967
March ,  1968
August ,  1968
November,  1969
June,  t97L
June,  I972
November ,  t g72
Ju I y ,  1973
November ,  Lg73
October ,  t974
Au€lust ,  1976
August ,  1976
May, L977
Apr i I ,  1978
Oetober ,  1978
December,  1978
May ,  1980
September,  1980
December,  1980
May, t982
November ,  t g82
November,  1984
September,  1985
Sep tember ,  1985
Oc tober ,  1985
May,  1987
December,  t987
February,  1988

Species marked wi th  an (H)  are h l r l ro thet iea l  the i r  occurrence
in Conneet ieut  has not  been ver i f ied by a specimen or  photo€l raph.

****x*xx

The New England Hawk Watch wi l l  present  a one day eonferenae
on raptors and raptor miglration on Saturday, Apri l  7th at the
Ho l i day  Inn  i n  Ho lyoke  Mass ,  i us t  o f f  I - 91 .  Fo r  i n fo rma t ion  and
reservat ions wr i te  to  HAWKS, PO Box 2t2,  Por t land,  CT 06480.

xx**x(*xx

GREAT CONNECTICUT BIRD CHALLENGE

The Potapaug chapter of the National Audubon Soeiety
announces the f irst annual Great Ctrnnectieut Bird Challengle.
Th is  i s  an  even t  where  b i rde rs  rnay  p i t  t he i r  sk i l l s  o f  l oca t i ng
and ident i fy ing b i rds against  each other  in  a f r iendly
compet i t ion.  The team that  can f ind the El reatest  number of  b i rd
spec ies  i n  a  twen ty  fou r  hou r  pe r iod  w i l l  w in  the  cha l l enge .



The Great Connesticut Bird ChallenEle wiII take place from
7:00  pm F r iday ,  May  18 th  to  7 :00  pm Sa tu rday ,  Mav  1g th .  A l l  a re
invited and encoura€led to put toglether a team and to enioy this
exc i t inEl  event .  Pr izes wi l l  be awarded to the top three teams
and  ce r t i f i ca tes  o f  pa r t i e ipa t i on  € f i ven  to  a l l .

To enter send your name, address and phone number to:
Great Conneeticut Bird Chellenge
c,/o Potapaug Audubon SbeietY
PO Box  591
Old  Lyme,  CT  06371

For addi t ional  in format ion p lease contact  Andrew Gr iswcl ld  at
(203 )  443*249L .  (No te :  COA has  dona ted  i t s  Connee t i cu t  F ie ld
L, is t  for  par t ic ipants to  record s ight ing ls '  )

** :**x**x

The Peabody Museum of Natural History, 170 Whitney Avenue,
New Haven,  d isp lays more than 2,000 objects  f rom the Museum's
vast  co l leet ion inc lud inE!  severa l  mounted skeJetons of  d inosaurs,
d ioramas of  Nor th Amer iean f lora and fauna,  ar t i facts  f rom
aneient Egypt, the native cultures of Nclrth and South America,
and  f rom the  i s l ands  o f  t he  Pac i f i c ,  p lus  b i rds ,  she l l s  and  more .
The Museum sponsors Programs for  fami l ies,  speeia l  events,
l ec tu res ,  t ou rs ,  and  f i Ims .  Fo r  t he  In foTape :  432 -5050 ;  t he
EventsTape:  432-5799.

******x*

COA member John Tr iana is  a  iun ior  a t  the Univers i ty  o f
Massaehuset ts  where he is  pursuinE!  a de€l ree in  Wi ld l i fe  Bio logfy .
He is  look ing for  a  summer jc lb  in  the f ie ld  of  env i ronmenta l  or
vr i ld l i fe  conservat ion.  I f  you are look inEf  for  someone or  know of
a posi t ion,  John may be eontacted at  tOZ Fai rv ievr  Avenue, ,  West
Haven ,  CT  06516 .

*x*xr (x**

When you are in  the Madison area,  s top in  to  see new COA
members,  Janet  and Jerry  Connol ly  a t  the i r  shop,  The Audubon
Shop .  I t  i s  l oca ted  aL  871  Bos ton  Pos t  Road ,  Mad ison  (245 -9056)
a shor t  hop west  o f  Hammonasset  State Park.  You wi l l  f ind COA's
Connec t i cu t  F ie ld  L i s t  f o r  sa le  a t  t he  shop  as  we l l  as  many  o the r
in terest ing i tems seed and feeders -  b inoculars books and
more .

X*Xr()i(**()t(

ROARING BROOK NATURE CENTER
Jay Kaplan

Roar ine!  Brook Nature Center  is  located in  Canton,
Connect ieut ,  about  15 mi les nor thwest  o f  Har t ford in  the
Farmin€f ton Val ley reg ion.  Founded by Canton res ident ,  Una Storrs
R idd le  i n  1948 ,  &s  the  Can ton  Ch i l d ren ' s  Na tu re  Museum,  the



Nature Center  has grown steadi ly  over  the past  40+ years and now

serves residents irom the €treater Hartford area and beyond' In

1989 ,  t he  Cen te r  rece i ved  ove r  25 ,0O0  v i s i t o rs  and  reaehed
thousands more wi th  out reach progframs to schools ,  garden c lubs
and area Scout  grouPs'

Located on about  tZ acres,  the Nature Center  is  par t  o f  the
Science Museum of  Connect icut ,  wi th  whieh i t  merged in  1973,  The
Center  is  ad jacent  to  the 100+ acres F lerner 's  Woods,  bequeathed
to the State in  1964 as a wi ld l i fe  sanctuary that  was to  be le f t
in  i ts  natura l  s tate for  nature s tudy,  pass ive recreat ion and
educa t i ona l  pu rsu i t s .

The Nature Center  mainta ins an in terpret ive center ,

constructed in  1966,  that  houses exhib i ts  and d ioramas per ta in inEl

to  the natura l  h is tory  of  southern New Engl land as vre l1 as

d i sp lays  conce rn inE l  cu r ren t  env i ronmen ta l  i ssues .  The  Na tu re

Cenler-  a lso mainta ins a model  o f  an eastern woodland Ind ian

longhouse ,  a  sma l l  co l l ee t i on  o f  l i ve  an ima ls ,  a  € l i f t  shop  and  a

sma l l  r e fe rence  l i b ra rY .

The Nature Center 's  pr imary focus is  on educat ion and over

the course of  the year ,  a  wide ran8e of  educat ion proElrams is

o f fe red  fo r  a l l  ages .  Add i t i ona l  se rv iees  i ne lude  d i ssemina t i on
of  in format ion,  mik ing reference mater ia ls  avai lab le bo teachers
and students, and assistance to area residents who may have
w i ld l i f e - re la ted  o r  env i ronmen ta l  p rob lems .  The  Na tu re  Cen te r  i s

a l so  ac t i ve l y  i nvo l ved  i n  w i l d l i f e  rehab i l i t a t i on  and  ho lds  S ta te

and Federa l  permi ts  to  take in  in jured and orphaned nat ive
an ima ls .  I n  f bgg ,  a lmos t  400  an ima ls ,  i nc lud ing  a lmos t  200  w i l d

b i rds vrere brought  to  the Cenber  for  care.

The  Na tu re  Cen te r  a l so  ma in ta ins  a lmos t  6  m i l es  o f  t ra i l s  i n

the adjaeent  Werner 's  Woods proper ty ,  serv in€ l  as s tewards.
Werne r ' i .  Woods  eon ta ins  a  va r ie t y  o f  hab i ta t s  i nc lud ing  m ixed
d.ec id.uous forest ,  hemlock woods,  two smal I  ponds,  or ls  permanent

and severa]  in termi t tent  watercourses,  f ie lds in  var ious s tages
of  succession and a smal l  wooded vret land area.  The area

immediate ly  ad jacent  to  the Nature Center  is  p lanted wi th  var ious
w i ld l i f e  a t t rac tan ts  and  a  feed inE  a rea  i s  ma in ta ined  f rom

October  through mid-May.  Al  l  th is  makes the f  ae i  l  i t ' v  a

wor thwh i l e  s top  fo r  b i rd inE !  a t  a I I  seasons  o f  t he  yea r  as  ove r

160 species Lrave been s ighted on the proper ty '

Spr in€!  is  perhaps the most  produet ive t ime to v is i t  and a two

hc ru r  ea r l y  mo in ing  b i rd  wa lk  i n  m id -May  can  ne t  a lmos t  70  spee ies

inc lud ing  mos t  r : f  t he  wood land  warb le rs ,  v i reos ,  t h rushes  and
other  common spr inEr  migrants .  Nest inEt  species inc lude wood
Thrush and Vel ry ,  Eastern Bluebi rd,  Scar le t  Tanager ,  Rose-
breasted Grosbeak and Ind igo Bunt ing,  to  name a few'  Barred Owl
can  usua l l y  be  hea rd  ea l l i ng  i n  t he  even ing l  and  a  Sharp -sh inned
Hawk was confirmed breedin€l during the Conneeticut Breeding Bird

A t las  P ro jec t .  Du r ing  fa11  m ig ra t i on ,  O l i ve -s ided  F l yea tche r  and

Gray-cheeked Thrush have been observed and Phi ladelphia Vi reo has



been seen for  eaeh of  the past  four  years.  Dur ine l  the winter
months,  the feedin€l  area has at t racted winter  f inches such as
Pine Sisk in and Common Redpol l ;  and woodpeckers inc lud ing
Pi leated and Red-be11ied.  A Nor thern Shr ike has appeared twice
in  t he  f i e l ds .

A  t ra i l  map  and  check l i s t s  o f  b i rds ,  mammals  and  rep t i l es  i s
ava i l ab le  i n  t he  g i f t  shop  a t  a  nomina l  cha rE le .  Admiss ion  to
Roar inEr  B rook  Na tu re  Cen te r  i s  $2 .  O0  fo r  adu l t s ;  $1 .00  fo r
ch i l d ren  and  sen io r  c i t i zens .  The re  i s  no  cha rE le  to  wa lk  the
t ra i ls  in  Werner 's  Woods and members are admi t ted f ree.  Hours
a re  Tuesday  Sa tu rday  10 :00  am 5 :00  pm;  Sunday  1 :00  -  5 :00  pm,
T ra i l s  a re  open  da i l y  f rom dawn  to  dusk .  Fo r  add i t i ona l
i n fo rma f ion  ca l l  t he  Cen te r  a t  693 -0263 .

Whi le  in  the area,  b i rders miElht  a lso want  to  check out
seve ra l  nea rby  b i rd ing  spobs . These might  inc lude Nepaug
Reservoi r ,  where Common Loon has nested in  cummer and Bald Eagle
has been seen in  la te fa l1-ear1y winter ;  Nod Brook Management
Area alonE! the Farmin€lton River in Simsbury has produced at
Lr :g lgerhead Shr ike;  and of  course the Nature Center  is  on ly  2Q
minutes f rom the over look at  Barkhamstead Reservoi r .

* * * * * * * *

BIRDING AT THE WHITE MEMORIAL F'OUNDATION
Gordon Loery

The  Wh i te  Memor ia l  Founda t ion  i s  a  4 ,000  ac re  sanc tua ry
located nor th and east  o f  Bantam Lake in  the towns of  L i tchf ie ld
and Morr is ,  Connect icut .  The main entranee is  of f  Route 2OZ
about  ha l f  way between L i tehf ie ld  and Bantam. I t  leads in to the
Conservat ion Center  Museum where you may purchase a t ra i l  map and
a  gu ide  to  b i rd ing .  The  map  w i l l  he lp  you  f i nd  you r  way  a round
the  ove r  t h i r t y  m i l es  o f  t ra i l s  and  wood  roads  mos t  o f  wh ich  a re
c losed  t o  mo to r  veh i c l es .  The  e fu i de  l i s t s  t he  244  spee ies  o f
b i rds t ,hat  have been recorded on Foundat ion proper ty  and te l ls
you hovr  abundant  each one is  by season.  One hundred four teen of
the speeies ] is ted have been found nest inB on the sanctuary.  The
o the r  130  a re  e i t he r  w in te r  v i s i t o rs  o r  m ie l ran ts .

Good  b i rd ing  requ i res  good  hab i ta t s .  The  Wh i te  Memor ia l
Foundat ion is  an unusual ly  large sanctuary,  about  three quar ters
of  i t  forested,  eont iguous wi th  another  large wooded t ract  o f
Wate rb r l r y  Rese rvo i r  p rope rby .  I t  i s  consequen t l y  an  espec ia l l y
good  p lace  to  l ook  fo r  a rbo rea l  b i rds  pa r t i cu la r l y  f o res t -
i n te r i o r  spec ies .  The  Founda t ion  has  been  conduc t i ng  seve ra l
b reed ing  b i r d  censuses  annua l l y  s i nce  t he  m id -1960 ' s .  They
indj .cate that  a  number r : f  neotropica l  miEl rants ,  that  have been
repor ted  dec l i n ing  i n  recen t  yea rs  on  sma l l e r  sanc tua r ies  i n  more
f ra€lmented landseapes,  have actual ly  been increasing at  the [ ' lh i te
Memor ia l .  Ban tam Lake ,  o f  wh ich  two  th i rds  o f  t he  sho re l i ne
belon€ls  to  the F 'oundat ion,  is  another  b ig  at t ract ion for  both
b i rds  and  b i rde rs  a t  ce r ta in  t imes  o f  t he  yea r .  I t  i s  a  l a r$e ,



ra ther  shal lov,  eut rophic  body of  water  whieh produces great
quant i t ies of  p lant  food for  migrat ing water fowl .  Late November
and ear ly  December is  the best  t ime for  observ ing!  the la t ter .

The o ld L i tehf ie ld  sewer beds,  now owned by the Foundat ion,
were once a very specia l ized but  produet ive man-made habi ta t ,  In
Late summer they used to be eovered by larg le f loeks of  migrat inef
shorebi rds apparent ly  feeding on inseet  larva in  the exposed
s ludge  o f  pa r t i a l l y  d ra ined  f i l t e r  beds .  Un fo r tuna te l y  f o r  t he
shorebi rds,  br . r t  for tunate ly  for  Bantam Lake downstream, these
beds are no }onger  in  use.  One type of  habi ta t ,  opdn f ie lds,  is
i n  sho r t s  supp ly  a t  t he  Wh i te  Memor ia l .  Do  no t  v i s i t  t he  a rea
expect ing to  see Meadowlarks or  Grasshopper  Sparrows.

There are a number of  ways to  begin explor ing th is  larEle,
d i ve rse  sanc tua ry .  The  Lake  t ra i l s  wh ich  beg ins  a t  t he  Cen te r ' s
parking lot and leads down to an observation platform on the
north shore of Bantam Lake is a Efood introduetion to the area.
There is  anr : ther  observat ion p lat form at  the entranee to the
Point  Fol ly  camp grounds,  a lso on the nor th shore of  Bantam Lake,
and a ra ised boardwalk around the nor th shore of  L i t t le  Pond in
what  used to  be known as the Wi ld  Garden.  The boardwalk takes
you out over a bubton bush marsh which serves as nestin€l
te r r i t o ry  fo r  sueh  b i rds  as  V i rE f i n ia  Ra i l s  and  bo th  Wi l l ow  and
A lde r  F l yca tche r .  Leon  Gorsk i  conduc ted  the  f i e ld  work ,  wh ich
resu l ted  i n  t he  l a t t e r  be ing  c lass i f i ed  as  separa te  spee ies ,  f rom
th i s  boa rdwa lk .  The  o ld  sewer  bed  end  o f  i t  needs  repa i r i ng  a t
the present  t ime but  you should have no t rouble i f  you approach
i t  f rom the South Lake Street  ent ranee.  There is  a lso a s ide on
the Bantam River  near  the Center  f rom which you can lagnch a
canoe and paddle upst ream to L i t t le  Pond and i ts  marshes or
downstream to the marshy del ta  created by the r iver  as i t  enters
Bantam Lake,  For  thr :se less adventurous,  the most  aeeessib le
point  f rom whieh to  observe water  and marsh b i rds is  Cemetery
Pond at  the junct ion of  Const , i tu t ion Way and Whi te 's  Woods Road.
Here you need only  park your  ear  by the s ide of  the road and ro11
down your  windows.

A new t ra i l ,  which s tar ts  aeross the road f rom the entrance
to  Marsh  Po in t  and  runs  up  ove r  Lau re l  H i l l  and  ac ross  to  App le
H i i l ,  i s  a  good  one  fo r  obse rv inE f  a  va r ie t y  o f  wa rb le rs ,  v i reos
and  o the r  l and  b i rds .  I t  a l so  o f fe rs  a  panoramic  v iew  o f  Ban tam
[ ,ake .  Ano the r  good  s l t e  f o r  t e r res t r i a l  b i rd ing  i s  Ca t l i n  Woods ,
a mature forest  nor th of  Webster  Road wi th  many large whi te  p ines
and  hemlocks ,  I t  i s  one  o f  t he  bes t  l oea t i ons  fo r  f i nd ing
nor the rn  b i rds  nea r  the  sou the rn  l im i t  o f  t he i r  rang :e .
Blackburn ian and Black- throated Green Warblers  are usual ly  amongl
i ts  most  abundant  nest ing species.  Another  nearby t ract  o f
mature whi te  p ines has been the s i te  of  severa l  reeent  Nor thern
Goshawk  nes t i ne l s .  F ina l l y ,  i f  you  a re  l ook ing  fo r  even  more
nor thern b i rds,  there is  a  spruee p lant ,a t ion at  the corner  of
Ala in  Whi te Road and East  Shore Road in  which you might  f ind
nest ing Golden-crowned Kinglets  and winter ing Boreal  Chickadees.



Two books,  25 Bi rd inE Areas in  Connect ieut  (The Pequot
Press ,  7978)  bV  Nob le  S .  P roe to r  and  B i r
(Dav id  R .  God ine ,  Pub l i she r ,  I nc . ,  1988 )  by  R i cha rd  K  Wa l t on ,
conta in chapters descr ib ing some of  the above areas in  more
de ta i  I  .

* i ( * * * * * *

. .OWL TALES"
by

Ju l i o  de  l a  To r re

Owls are addiet ive.  They radiate an aura of  archetypal
mys te ry ,  No  doub t  t h i s  i s  an  a tav i sm.  The  ow l ' s  humano id  s ta re ,
ereet  s tanee,  and bone-chi l l ing hoots and shr ieks have entranced
and  ho r r i f i ed  man  s inee  the  dawn  o f  h i s to ry .  Bu t  even  s t r i pped
of  the i r  preternatura l  aura owls cont inue to  enchant .  The most
touelh-minded empir ic is t  suecumbs to the charm of  a  saw-whet  owl .

F ind inc f  ow ls  i n  t he  w i l d - -a t  f i r s t  t he  pu rv iew  o f  a  few
s t r i x i ne  add ic t s ,  bu t  now a  bu rgeon ing  pass ion  amone l  b i rd ing
en thus ias ts * -has  g i ven  r i se  to  an  eno rmous  s tockp i l e  o f  s to r i es
about  s t ranele,  exei t inEl ,  eomical ,  and somet imes revelatory
encoun te rs  w i th  these  "w i l dea ts  v r i t h  w inE ls " ,

As  the  Connec t i eu t  Orn i tho log iea l  Assoc ia t i on  p repa res  to
coo rd ina te  i t s  f i r s t  "Ow l  Even t " ,  we  fe l t  t ha t  a  b r i e f  po tpou r r i
o f  s t r i x i ne  ta l l  t a les  m igh t  be  app rop r ia te .  Twe lve  spec ies  o f
Owls have been known to oeeur  in  the s tate.  Of  these,  the
sereech,  Ef reat  horned,  and barred owls are widespread and wel l -
known to owl  prowlers,

EASTERN SCREECH-OWL (Otus as io)

Screech-owls are feathered Toby Jugs.  They are unf lappable
and  cu r ious .  One ,  hea r inE l  i t s  l ove  t r i l l  p l ayed  on  a  h igh - f i
set ,  f lew in  through a window, landed on the reeord,  and wreaked
havoc  w i th  sp ind le ,  t onearm,  and  tu rn tab le ,  no t  t o  men t ion  the
se ra t , ches  i t s  need le -sha rp  c laws  l e f t  on  the  d i sc .  Ano the r  one
heard a whinny eoming f rom a parked van,  I t  w inged i ts  way in to
the  veh ic le ,  pe rched  on  the  s tee r inB  whee l ,  and  took  a  l ook  a t
t he  d r i ve r ' s  mug  (m i r re ! ) .  I t  t ook  l i t t l e  O tus  l ess  t han  a  second
to  see  tha t  f  was  ne i the r  a t t rac t i ve  no r  ed ib le .  So  i t  f l ew  back
to the safety  of  i ts  woodland home.

The  se reeeh-owL  (bad ly  named ,  s ince  i t  a lmos t  neve r
se reeches )  i s  ou r  mos t  abundan t  b reed ing  ow l .  I t  t yp i ca l l y  nes ts
in  abandoned woodpeeker  ho1es.

GREAT HORNED OWL (Bubo v i rg in i "anus)

Grea t  ho rned  ow ls  a re  the  N imrods  o f  t he  t r : i be .  Fea r less
and fearsomely s t ron€l ,  they have ta lons capable of  crack ing the



neck  o f  a  g roundhog  as  i f  i t  we re  a  p re tze l .  They  o f ten  hun t  by
s tea l th .  H id ing  i n  a  con i fe r ,  t hey  wa i t  f o r  an  unwary  g rouse  to
come wadd l i ng  a long .  Or  they  " f reeze"  i n  a  th i cke t  and  wa i t  f o r
an  ed ib le  t i db i t  t o  come w i th in  s t r i k i ne f  rang fe .  One  such  morse l
i s  t he  pudgy  sc reech -ow l .  (Ho rn ies  ea t  sc reech ies  w i t h  r e l i sh ;
sc reech ies  know th j . s  and  mob  ho rn ies  w i th  gus to .  )

Once  I  pu l l ed  i n  a  ma ted  pa i . r  o f  sc reech  ow ls .  W i th  me  were
th i r t y  happy  ow le rs .  The  mon th  was  March ,  a  F r i day  n igh t ;  snow
st111 on the Efround,  but  s igns of  Spr ing everywhere-- ine ludingf
teenage joy r iders.  A bunch of  teeny boppers whizzed by and
sca red  o f f  t he  ow ls .  I  t r i l l ed  and  wh inn ied  and  b rough t  t hem
back  a€ ia in .  A  ca r load  o f  hopped  up  h ipp ies  came c lang ing  a lone l ;
goodbye  sc reeeh ies ;  more  t r i l l i ng f  and  wh inny in€ l ;  more  coax ing l
w i t h  squeaks . D i f f i den t l y ,  t he  ow ls  answered ,  a  b i t  more
dis tant .  A11 of  our  faces br ig ih tened wi th  eaEler  expectat ion.
Sudden ly ,  as  God  i s  my  w i tness ,  a  th i rd  veh ic le  came ea ree r in€ l
down the road,  th is  t ime a s tat ion waefon packed wi th  Big ig l ine i
c l i r l s .  Once  I  had  sca red  t hem o f f  ( by  t e l l i ng  t hem,  i n  a  Be la
LuElos i  accent ,  that  I  wanted to  of fer  one of  them up as a
sac r i f i ce  to  the  ow1  god) ,  f  came back ,  de jec ted ,  t o  my
cus tomers .  No  use  t r y inE l  t o  b r i ne f  t he  ow ls  back  aga in ,  I  sa id .
Bu t  I  had  one  more  t r i ck  up  my  s leeve - -a  p ie rc ing  squea l  (  I  t r y
to  sound  l i ke  a  baby  rabb i t  be ing  murde red ) .

l , le  were s tanding at  the edge of  a  cu lver t  about  20 feet
above a bramble patch.  CraninEf  my neek forward,  I  le t  out  a
squea l .  None  o f  us  reekoned  on  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  E l rea t  ho rned
orv l  c rouch ing  i n  t he  th i cke ts ,  beLow ou r  f ee t .  One  o f  t hem was ,
In  fac t ,  i t  p robab ly  had  been  the re  a l l  a long i ,  wa tch ing !  t he
screech*ow1s as they f lew baek and for th  f rom woods to  road.  At
any rate,  when Bubo heard my squeal  she shot  up in  the a i r  faster
than  you  can  say  " j ugged  ha re " ,  w inE ls  un fu r l ed ,  t a lons  a imed  a t
my  head* -a  bo l t  ou t  o f  t he  b lack .  Th i r t y  f l ash l i gh ts  beamed  in
on an adul t  horned owl  about  s ix  feet  above our  faces,  f rozen in
m id -a i r  w i t h  f u l l y  sp read  w ings ,  l i ke  an  ange l , / demon  l i t  up
aga ins t  a  backg round  o f  p i t ch  b lack  sky .  L ln fo rg fe t tab le !

G rea t  ho rned  ow ls  a re  ou r  ea r l i es t  nes t i ng  b i r ds .  They  can
somet imes  be  seen  sh ie ld ing  nes t l i ng l s  f rom a  m id -Februa ry
snov i fa l l ,  Tv lo  ow le ts  make  up  a  t yp i ca l  b rood .  Grea t  ho rned  ow ls
usua l l y  t ake  ove r  bhe  abandoned  nes ts  o f  hawks  (espec ia l l y  t he
red - ta i  l ed  hawk)  o r  c rows .

BARRED OWl, ( Slrix_:raria)

Barred owls are hams.  They are weaker  than horned owls and
try  to  make up for  i t  by pretendine!  to  be the opposi te .  To do
th i s  t hey  pu t  on  one  o f  t he  bes t  ac ts  i n  b i rdom.  They  w i l l  g l i de
s t ra igh t  a t  you ,  swoop  up  seconds  be fo re  a  d i ree t  h i t  on  you r
face looks just ,  about  inev i tab le,  and land on a nearby perch,  the
more  uncomfo r tab l y  c lose  to  you  the  be t te r .  They  w i l l  t hen  5 f  l a r r :
menac ing l y ,  swe l -1  t he i r  necks ,  pu f f  ou t  t he i r  be l l i e s  and  l e t



l oose  a  f l ood  t i de  o f  ba rks ,  hoo t s ,  g row ls ,  gu rg l l es ,  and  wa i l s .
Dur ing the day th is  is  guaranteed to s tar t le  the toughest  dude
fha t  eve r  t o ted  a  s i x -shoo fe r ,  l e t  a long  a  pa i r  o f  b inocs ;  a t
n i .ght  i t  can unhin€le just  about  anyone.  Especia l ly  unnerv ing is
a  pecu l i a r  ca l l  wh ieh  we  sha l l  r e fe r  t o  sho r t l y .

F i rs t  the typ ica l  son€f  of  the barred owl  should be
descr ibed.  I t  is  o f ten represented as "Who-cooks- for*you? Who*
cooks - fo r - you*a l1? " ,  wh ich  i s  a l l  r i gh t  as  fa r  as  i t  E loes ,  bu t  i t
m isses  the  essen t i a l  bea t  and  t imbre .  The  ca l l  cons i s t s  o f  two
E l roups  o f  f ou r  hoo ts  each ,  de l i ve red  empha t i ca l l y ,  w i th  a
vigorous rhythm: howWHO-haWHOO ! . .  howWHOOAahh ! I t ,  sounds I ike ^
deep-voiced dog t ry ing to  imi ta te an owl  and,  d isgusted at  the
poor  qua l i t y  o f  i t s  e f fo r t ,  ba r f i n€ f  a t  t he  end .  Th i s  i s  t he  song i
an owl  prowler  hopes to  hear ,  espeeia l ly  on a Bi rdathon or  a
Ch r i s tmas  B i rd  Coun t  (CBC) .

I t  was indeed on a CBC that  I  had my f i rs t  taste of  t rue
nocturnal  ter ror- - thanks to  th is  most  vocal  o f  a l l  owls  Two
younEf  f r iends of  mine,  both s t rapping ath letes,  were owl inEl  wi th
me a long the west  bank of  the Connect icut  River ,  upst ream f rom
Essex ,  We had  been  en joy ing  a  marve lous  n igh t :  a  dozen  se reeeh-
ow ls ,  r )o  l ess  than  s i x  g rea t  ho rneds ,  and  a  de l i g lh t fu l l y
demons t ra t i ve  pa i r  o f  l onE l -ea red  owIs .  Bu t  no  ba r red  ow ls ,
A round  4 :30  AM we  were  j us t  abou t  t o  pack  i t  i n  f o r  a  one -hour
nap before a day of  f renz ied b i rd ing.

I  t r i ed  one  l as t  wh inny  fo r  good  measure .  Eu reka l  Our
th i r teenth sereechie popped out  o f  an ever€ l reen copse and f lew
ac ross  the  road ,  a lmos t  t h rough  ou r  bod ies .  As  th i s  bake r ' s
dozen b i rd dove in to a s tand of  oaks and beeehes,  a  s tar t l ing
th ing  happened .  F rom the  dep ths  o f  t he  mos t  p ro found  s i l ence
rose  a  moan  tha t  sve l l ed  and  swe l l ed ,  becoming  a  l ong  agon ized
seream of  the most  b lood-curd l  ingf  in tens i ty .  My tvro 'young
f r i ends  s tood  roo ted  to  the  g round ,  t remb l l ng  w i th  te r ro r ,  Bo th
r : f  t hem g rabbed  me  ( fa the r  f i g lu re? ) - -a  € lood  th ing  too ,  because  my
lee l s  had  tu rned  to  l imp  spa€ lhe t t i .  I  was  too  pe t r i f i ed  to  speak ,
Had I  been able to  say a.nyth ing i t  would have been " t jnhand m€,
you  l ou ts !  How can  f  run  w i th  400  pounds  o f  mea t ,  c l i ng ing  to  my
br:dy? " As  i . t  happened ,  a  t yp iea l  ba r red  ow l  Bu rg le  a lmos t
i ns tan t l y  f o l l owed  the  end  o f  t he  sc ream.  A l l  t h ree  o f  us
g igg led ,  a  b i t  hys te r i ca l l y .  One  o f  my  f r i ends  t hen  asked ,  " I f
t he  e r i t t e r  hadn ' t  i den t i f i ed  i t se l f  as  a  ba r red  ow1 ,  wha t  wou ld
you  have  ea l l ed  i t ? "  Unhes i ta t i ne l l y  I  sa id ,  "A  p te rodac ty l  l  "

Ba r red  ow ls  b reed  i n  the  cav i t i es  o f  ho l l ow  t rees .  They  a re
mos t  o f ten  found  i n  swampy  hab i ta t s ,  wh ich  they  sha re  w i th  the
red -shou lde red  hawk .  The  ow ls  w i l l  a l so  use  abandoned  nes ts  o f
the  l a t t e r  spee ies ,  and  have  been  re l i ab l y  repo r ted  bo th  to
a l ternate wi th  the hawk in  the use of  the same nest  and,  in  one
ins tance ,  t o  nes t  comensa l l y  v r i t h  t hem.

Rev iewed  bv  M ichae l  Harwood ,  Oc tobe r ,  1989
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